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Sunday, March 26, 2023 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

95th Sunday in Hybrid Worship  
 

  
 
 

Bethany United Methodist Church 
1270 Sanchez Street 

San Francisco, CA 94114 
415-647-8393 

Rev. Sadie Stone 
Music Director: Evan Alparone 
Wood Winds: Terry Halvorson 

 
  Guided by God’s radical love for all, Bethany seeks to… Offer sanctuary, Inspire personal 

transformation, Foster a faith community, and Engage locally and globally for social justice. 
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Bethany News & Notes   

Sunday, March 26, 2023        
Liturgist: Mike West 
Greeter: Jeannette Given 
Camera Operator: Erin Halden 
Coffee Hour Hosts: Cathy Personius 
Online Host: Jerry Winniczek  
If you’re worshiping with us online, please join us after for zoom fellowship 
Zoom Meeting ID: 885 4190 9298 

 
No Office Hours This Week – Pastor Sadie Away  

Wednesdays, 12-1pm. Have a question? Want to check in? Chat? Stop by 
the zoom room anytime between noon and 1pm on Wednesday for Pastor 
Sadie’s office hours. https://zoom.us/j/97919674908 

 
Bible Study 

Wednesdays, 3-4pm on zoom. Join to discuss the scripture for the 
upcoming worship. All are welcome. Contact Marilyn for more info 
mherand@sbcglobal.net 

 
Small Groups  

Sign up now! Register online at bethanysf.org. Group Meeting options: 
 -2nd Saturday of each month @ 8:30am our next meeting April 8th   
-2nd Wednesday of each month @ 7pm our next meeting April 12th   

 

Sack Lunch Ministry – May 14, 2023 
Our next sack lunch ministry is May 14th. Together we’ll make 100 sack 
lunches for the unhoused.   

 
February 

March 
 

Su 26 Sunday Service 

T  28 Women’s AA 

W 29 Office Hours 

Th 30 Al-Anon 

            APRIL 

Su  2 Palm Sunday 
Covenant Council 

M 3 Odd Mondays 

T 4 Women’s AA 

W 5 Office Hours 

Th 6 Al-Anon 
Maunday 
Thursday 

F  7 Good Friday 

S 8 Small Group 

Su 9 Easter Sunday 

T 11 Women’s AA 

W 12 Office Hours 
Small Group 

Th 13 Al-Anon 

Su 16  Sunday Worship 
Community Convo 

T 18 Women’s AA 

W 19 Office Hours 

Th 20 Al-Anon 

Su 23   Sunday Worship 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Queer Virtue Book Study
LAST SESSION ON MONDAY

You're invited to join Bethany's Book
study Queer Virtue by The Rev.

Elizabeth M. Edman. Co-facilitated by
Lyra and Gloria. Study . For more

information email Gloria at
glosol@aol.com 

Please welcome Tupou Taufatofua.
Tupou is a graduate of Pacific School of
Religion, and a native of East Oakland.

She currently works as the children
and youth pastor at San Leandro First

UMC as she awaits her first
appointment.  Tupou is mentored by

Pastor Sadie as she works through the
ordination process.  

                   If you'd like to purchase an 
                      Easter Lily in honor,           

 memory, or celebration 
                         of a loved one please

fill out the purple half sheets or use the
online form. Their names are included

in our Easter program.
https://bethanysf.breezechms.com/for

m/0b7271
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Worship Celebration: March 26, 2023 
Bethany United Methodist Church 

                                                       10:45am 
                                        5th Sunday in Lent    

  
 

WE GATHER IN COMMUNITY 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS           Gloria Solize 

CALL TO WORSHIP1              Mike West     

One: Have you ever felt washed up, brittle, worn-down to the bone?  
All: Have you ever felt grief lay heavy on your back?  
One: Have you ever felt like hope was out of reach?  
All: Have you ever wondered, can these bones live? 
One: If you have, then you are in the right place, for this is God’s house. Hope lives here. 
All: So, come. Rest your weary bones. 
One: Let us worship Holy God. Amen 

OPENING HYMN            O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing  W&S #3001  
 
1. O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise, the glories of my God and King, the triumphs 
of his grace!  
 

2. My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of 
thy name.  
 

3. Jesus! the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease; 'tis music in the sinner's ears, 'tis life, and 
health, and peace.  
 

4. He speaks, and listening to his voice, new life the dead receive; the mournful, broken hearts rejoice,  
the humble poor believe.  
 

5. Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, your loosened tongues employ; ye blind, behold your savior 
come, and leap, ye lame, for joy.2  
 

WE ENGAGE THE WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT         Tupou Taufatofua 
 
SCRIPTURE                Ezekiel 37:1-14 (NRSV)              Mike West 
 
37The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the 
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, 
and they were very dry. 3He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you 
know.’ 4Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 
the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 
shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 

 
1 Call to worship by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
2 TITLE: O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing; WORDS: Charles Wesley; MUSIC: Mark A. Miller, 2000. CCLI #1103931 
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7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, 
and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 
Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring 
you back to the land of Israel.13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on 
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’ 

 
PRAYER HYMN    Lord Listen to Your Children Praying3             TFWS #2193 
 
Lord, listen to your children praying,  
Lord, send your Spirit in this place. 
Lord, listen to your children praying,  
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
If you are worshiping with us online, please type your prayers in our chat. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER           Tupou Taufatofua 
 
LORDS PRAYER 
Our God who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PREPARATION    Let My Prayer Rise Up4  
              (With Tony Halvorson, Clarinet)    
 
Let my prayer rise up as incense before you,  
the lifting up of my hands as an offering to you.  
 
O God, I call to you, come to me now;  
O hear my voice when I cry to you.  Refrain 
 
Keep watch within me, God;  
deep in my heart may the light of your love be burning bright. Refrain 
 
All praise to the God of all, Creator of life;  
all praise be the Christ and the Spirit of love. Refrain 
 

 
3 Title: Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying. Words & Music: Ken Medema, 1970. © 1973 Hope Publishing Co. CCLI#1103931 
4 Title: Let My Prayer Rise Up. WORDS. MUSIC: Marty Haugen, 1990. GIA Publications Inc. CCLI #1103931. 
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SERMON                   Seeking: Can These Bones Live?         Tupou Taufatofua 
 
INVITATION TO OFFERING           Mike West    
 
Visit our website at www.bethanysf.org to give online                                                 
Mail your tithes/offerings to our church offering at:                                                   
 1270 Sanchez Street, San Francisco, CA 94114 
Text to Give: 415-965-5876.  

WE SPEAK TO THE WORD 
  
CLOSING HYMN           Can These Bones Live5     
 
When the past is dead and buried 
Lifeless in the barren ground 
What good can emerge from ashes? 
Where can any life be found? 
Breathe in deep the rushing Spirit 
Life is growing all around 
 
When our hearts are bowed in sorrow 
And the grief is newly wrought 
Crying, “If you’d only been here” 
Weeping for what we have lost 
Resurrect our hearts and spirits 
Living God whom we exalt 
 
When our spirits feel so broken 
Wrapped in linens and entombed 
Without hope and without feeling 
As the storm clouds ‘round us loom 
Hear the words of life from Jesus 
“Come out, be unbound” and bloomiv 
       
BENEDICTION           Tupou Taufatofua 

As you leave this place, 
may God bless you with seeking. 
Seek out the hungry. 
Seek the weary. 
Seek the good in every person you pass. Seek out the hopeful. 
Seek the faithful. 
Seek God in each of us. 
As you seek and as you wonder, 
may you find what you are looking for. In the name of our loving God, 
who is always seeking us, 
go now in peace. Amen.  

 

 
5 TITLE: Can These Bones Live?. WORDS: Anna Strickland (2022) MUSIC: John Goss (1869) A Sanctified Art, LCC. Free Congregational Use. 


