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from the pastor...
Happy November! I can't believe we are nearing the end of the year
already and gearing up for our holiday season. These last few years
have left me so confused in regards to the passage of time, and it
seems a little incomprehensible to me that we've already reached
the last two months of 2022. This month many of us will gather
around tables for the celebration of Thanksgiving.
I know that the holiday seasons can be a complicated time for many
folks. For some of us this year might be the first year we're celebrating without a loved one, for others it might be that we've moved
and are away from communities or families that are familiar to us,
and are seeking and forging new relationships. For others, perhaps
you don't have the best relationship with your family and the holidays are an acute reminder of that pain and grief. And of course for
others still this might be a time of joy to gather with friends and family and engaged in traditions around familiar foods.
As you gather together this Thanksgiving may you find a moment to
give thanks for what you have, grieve what has been lost and celebrate with community. I'd like to offer to you this prayer by Rev. Anna Blaedel from enfleshed.com for use as you gather around the
tables.
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We are here because we know:

COMING SOON

“hearts starve as well as bodies;
we need bread, and we need roses, too.”

11/2 Fall Book Study

And now, nourished by visions and dreams and possibilities
our bellies, too, need fed.
It requires sustenance, this hard and holy labor of:
opening to Truth and to each other
recognizing God-With-Us
tending to pain and possibility
birthing the kin-dom where all and each and every is fed, and free

11/13 Bagged Lunches
11/13 Potluck & Movie
11/16 Fall Book Study
11/20 Charge Conference
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So, we continue our prayer:
Gathering at table, we follow strains of living yeast, kneaded into the Gospel:
ordinary people, all beautiful and broken and blessed
tending realities around and within
sending a different future, unfolding here, now
claiming our longings and needs and lives as holy
facing the thresholds
turning crumbs into feasts
Emmanuel teaches us: when we do not know, exactly, what comes next:
feed each other
break the bread
share the cup
taste and see
daily bread
manna in the dessert
bread of life
soul food
So. Trusting the food to nourish our bodies and this time together to nourish our souls:
we give thanks to this land that grew it
we give thanks for the hands that prepared it
we cup our hands, preparing to receive this offering
of generosity
of care
of sustenance
Because we are companions on this journey.
Companions. Com-panis. With bread.
With bread
we remember
we are nourished
we feed each other, and are fed
we feast together.
May it be so. Amen
May your gatherings be blessed and may we look ahead to our advent season together which begins our last Sunday of November.

Blessings, Pastor Sadie

PHOTO GALLERY

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY PLAYHOUSE BUILD

SANCHEZ ST. BLOCK PARTY

THANK YOU, STEVE!

Kudos to all! THANK YOU, Steve!!! -Gloria
Steve, you deserve an enormous amount of credit. Thank you
for all the hard work coordinating! -Trey Guinn
Always a pleasure to work with such an amazing and fun
crew. We did it! There were so many neighbors at the block
party all having the best time. Thank you Steve and everyone
for all your help. Can't wait to do it again next year.
- Andrew Casteel
What a fun and successful event! Thank you all for helping to
build community in our neighborhood. Is anyone else having
trouble adding photos to the drive? - Catherine Crockett
Steve, you are a rock star. Thanks for all you do for the Bethany
community and all around. You are outstanding. Bless you.
- Marilyn Herand
Steve, you are definitely a rock! and thanks for the pictures.
- Kathy

RISE AGAINST HUNGER
3 of our youth participated in the RIse Against Hunger
event with Temple United Methodist Church on Sunday
October 16th. Together with the Temple team they
packaged thousands of meals. Thanks to Pastor Kelley
and the Temple family for welcoming them in, and
thanks to our youth for representing Bethany so well.

HAITI ACTION COMMITTEE EVENT
On October 26th Pastor Sadie spoke an action for
the Haiti Action Committee drawing parallels to
the expanded foreign military intervention in Haiti
to the military intervention in the Philippines, and
the need for continued International Solidarity.
Pastor Sadie spoke as part of her work with the
International Coalition of Human Rights in the
Philippines. She was there with Brandon Lee.
Photo credit: Savannah Kuang

HALLOWEEN
Thank you, Bethany for helping make Halloween a success this year!
I started asking for candy donations two months ago at the start of
September, to ensure that we would have enough candy for the
hundreds and hundreds of trick-or-treaters who visit us in front of
the church on Halloween night.
You all came through, and we received many remarks at the quality
of our candy offerings at our table!. In fact after 3 solid hours of
passing out candy we have some candy left over thank you again
for contributing the cause. Many of the neighbors remarked that
they ran out in about an hour but we lasted the entire night.
Thank you to Steve, Maranda, Julie, Gerhard, Shannon, and Phoebe
who all helped out at various points with candy handouts. It was so
great to have so much help this year!
Thanks again for your donations of candy you all helped make it a
successful Halloween on Sanchez street.

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES
Bible Study
Wednesdays 3-4pm on zoom. Join to
discuss the scripture for the coming Sunday. All are welcome. Email Marilyn for
more info mherand@sbcglobal.net

Small Groups
Sign up at bethanysf.org! Group options:
-2nd Saturdays each month @ 8:30am
-2nd Wednesdays each month @ 7pm

COMING SOON
11/2 Fall Study: A Complicated Choice
11/13 Potluck & Movie
11/13 Bagged Lunches
11/16 Fall Study: A Complicated Choice
11/20 Charge Conference

Zoom Office Hours
Have a question? Want to check in?
Chat? Stop in anytime between 12-1pm
on Wednesdays for Pastor Sadie’s office
hours. https://zoom.us/j/97919674908

Fall Book Study
This year we saw the overturn of Roe v. Wade in the Supreme
Court, leaving in question access to Abortion for folks across
the country. At the center of that debate, is always religion.
Join Pastor Sadie for this important study using Rev. Katey
Zeh’s book, A Complicated Choice. Rev. Zeh is a Baptist minister and CEO of the Religious Coalition of Reproductive
Choice. Together we’ll look at our faith, abortion, and how to
be advocates for reproductive justice, and wrestle with the
hard questions that might come up for each of us. We’ll meet
on Wednesdays via zoom at 7pm. Please let Pastor Sadie know
if you’d like to join the study and if you need help obtaining a
copy of the book.

Charge Conference Nov 20th
Save the date! Our Charge Conference this year is November
20th at 3pm on Zoom. This is a meeting of the church members
to vote on official church matters like clergy compensation.

BUDGET UPDATE
Steve Wereb, Treasurer

This update includes both the Church Operating Budget (staff and programs) and the Trustee
Budget (rental income and building costs) along with our Tithe Payment to our UMC Conference.
This provides a complete picture of Bethany’s financials.
For the total year of 2022, total donations are expected to be about $176,000 and rental income is
expected to be about $114,000 for total income of $290,000. Our costs are made up of Staff and

Programs ($158,400), the Tithe payment to our UMC Conference ($29,000 or 10% of our income)
and Building Costs and Repairs ($108,600). For 2022, we’ve budgeted a small deficit of -$6,000.
Year to date through October, we are positive, but many expenses are expected to still occur for
the year.
Focusing on donations – we have received about $147,000 in donations through October versus a
budget of $176,000 and still need another $28,500 to meet our annual goal.
For everyone who has already pledged for 2023, thank you! If you would like to pledge, here is the
online link: https://bethanysf.breezechms.com/form/12544d99

Thank you for your support and generosity. It is only through your financial commitment that we’re
able to sustain a faith community that supports one another, supports our neighborhood, and
seeks to positively impact the world.
Kind regards, Steve Wereb, Treasurer

community celebration board

CONTACT US
If you have articles, photos or announcements that
you would like to share, please contact us!
Bethany United Methodist Church
1270 Sanchez St., San Francisco, CA 94114
(415) 647-8393
bethanysfcoms@gmail.com
Find us online at www.bethanysf.org
FB @bethanyumcsf and IG @bethany_umc_sf

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
4: Marilyn Herand
10: Romeo Reyes Pagdilao
18: John Nelson
25: Caryn Cranston

