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from the pastor...
In some ways this has been the fastest summer of my life. It's hard
for me to believe that it's August already and that my kids will return to school in just a couple of weeks. I know many of you have
made good use of these summer months traveling to visit friends
and family. Taking trips out of the country for the first time in
years. I've missed you all but it does bring me joy to know that
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we're all able to travel a bit more for the first time in years. I do
love the routine of the fall months and the school year, and we're
entering my favorite time of year. The return to school, and the
upcoming holiday seasons are among my favorites, and it also
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means that the activity level at the church picks back up.
We'll be resuming our small group ministry in September, hosting a block party in October, along with our annual blessing of
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animals, looking to start some more structured youth group activities, Halloween on Slow Sanchez, (which is busy!), our annual
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lack of talent show IN PERSON! and of course looking ahead to
Advent and Christmas.
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It's a great time of togetherness and community. This month I
have a fun sermon series planned based on the Disney movie
Encanto. If you haven't had an opportunity to watch it I highly recommend it, but if not don't worry you'll still be able to follow

along with our series. I hope you'll enjoy this month and will look
forward to the close of summer and our Fall and Winter months
together! I can't wait!
In Christ's Love Always,
Pastor Sadie

COMING SOON
9/10 Small Groups Resume!
9/11 Bagged Lunches
10/1 Habitat for Humanity
10/2 Blessing of the Animals
10/16 Block Party
11/13 Bagged Lunches
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PHOTO GALLERY
SF NIGHT MINISTRY
Thanks to all those who helped with our
June sack lunch ministry in partnership
with San Francisco Night Ministry. It was
nice to have some new and some familiar
faces working together to make 100
lunches.

UMC YOUTH GROUPS
In July we hosted two different United Methodist youth groups, from churches in Southern California, as a stop over place to stay on
their way to the Sierra Service Project. Although they were in and out in a night, it's
always nice to fill our building with the
sounds of laughter and joy of teens.

Bible Study

UPCOMING
OPPORTUNITIES

Wednesdays from 3pm-4pm on zoom. Join to discuss the scripture
for the coming Sunday. All are welcome. Email Marilyn for more info
mherand@sbcglobal.net

Small Groups
Will resume in the fall! Sign up now at bethanysf.org

Zoom Office Hours
Have a question? Want to check in? Want to chat? Stop in anytime
between 12-1pm on Wednesdays for Pastor Sadie’s office hours.
https://zoom.us/j/97919674908

ANNUAL CONFERENCE REPORT
Shirley Perkins, Lay Delegate

Thank you for allowing me to represent Bethany at Annual Conference this year - about 45
years after I last did so! A lot has changed with time and Covid. We sat at long rows of tables,
socially distanced with masks on. No sign of the roundtable discussions I remember from
some of the sessions in years past. But the Holy Spirit was still with us. Everyone worked well
together and you could feel the joy of friends and colleagues connecting with each other.

The annual business of the conference took place - approval of the budget, pension rates,
minimum salary. Pastors were appointed to churches and given committee assignments. New
pastors were ordained and retirees were recognized. Sadly, we voted to close four small
churches which were no longer viable. Pastors and spouses who died in the last year were
memorialized. There was a motion from the floor to also remember lay persons who have
passed and our own Bruce Pettit’s name was called out before I could say a word.

A number of Social Justice issues were voted upon, one in support of the Palestinian village of
Wadi Foquin in the light of Israel confiscating some of their land, and another urging stronger
relationships with our local Jewish communities in the light of increased antisemitism.

But the main issue on everyone’s mind, the division in the United Methodist Church over
human sexuality and what to do if congregations want to disaffiliate was postponed. While we

may think of this as a social and spiritual issue, it is also a financial one. As some of us became
aware when we were doing our remodel project, congregations do not own their churches,
rather each individual Annual Conference holds the property in trust. Also, there is a matter of
pastoral pensions and other obligations. Next Annual Conference, when we confront these
issues should be an interesting one!

I must conclude that Bruce was always in my thoughts throughout the conference and I give
thanks for him and for all the years he served.

BUDGET UPDATE
Steve Wereb, Treasurer

The charts below give a picture of our Church Operating Budget for 2022. We have
Budgeted Income and Expenses of $187,000.
So far this year, through July, our total collection income has been $125,000 and our expenses have been $102,000. However, we have a remaining tithe payment to the Annual
Conference of $18,500 based on our estimated annual income.
Collections in June and July have been strong. We are about 60% through the year, and
we’ve collected 67% of our annual donations, which is great!
Thank you to everyone for all your financial support. It is critical and very appreciated!
Kind regards, Steve Wereb, Treasurer

community celebration board

CONGRATS ERIN & LYRA!

CONTACT US
If you have articles, photos or announcements that
you would like to share, please contact us!
Bethany United Methodist Church
1270 Sanchez St., San Francisco, CA 94114
(415) 647-8393
bethanysfcoms@gmail.com
Find us online at www.bethanysf.org
FB @bethanyumcsf and IG @bethany_umc_sf

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
8: Lorenzo Lambertino
9: Kate Armstrong
11: Meredith Laird
28: Paula Thompson

