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from the pastor...
For the entire month of May we are in the season of Easter and will be
engaging in a new sermon series SURPRISE! The Unexpected Acts of
God. This series will take us through stories in the book of Acts that

show God acting in some surprising or unusual ways. We'll see unlikely
friendships, and unexpected challenges, changes in expectations or
preconceived notions. When I read SURPRISE! I often think of surprise
parties, or a celebration of some sort, but I'm also mindful that life can
throw us many surprises that aren't so welcome. We might get a surprise
diagnosis or a surprising change in our job status or marital status. We
might be surprised and taken aback by the ever changing challenges
that are present in our world and our lives.
This week we received the Surprise leak of what could be the precursor to overturning Roe v. Wade and putting at risk health care for millions of Americans with wombs. I've been struggling to fully articulate the amount of fear and rage I feel at the prospect of having my
body and reproductive rights legislated in such a violating and restrictive way by 5 members of a court who do not represent me or my
needs.
This is an unexpected and unwelcome surprise, to say the least. As we
live in this Easter season we are reminded of the gift of the resurrection
that nothing, not even death is final, and that Jesus came to teach us
how to transform and disrupt this world into one of justice and liberation
for all of God's people. I hope as we journey through the surprising Acts
of God we might continue to respond to both the good and the challenging surprises in our life and world by living into the example that
Jesus taught. I pray that you will join me.
Be Blessed and Resistant,
Pastor Sadie
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ARE WE STILL WEARING MASKS?
from Rev. Sadie Stone
I've had a few people ask me this question. In most of the world at this point it's optional, even at the
airport and some public transportation masks are no longer mandated. My request to the Bethany
community is that, yes, we continue to mask while we worship together. As a church we have a commitment to exercise more caution than civil society. We have a call to do no harm and for now that
means continuing to wear our masks for the 45 min of worship. Covid is still very much with us, and I
know more people now getting infected than ever before. And on a very selfish level, I'm asking our
congregation to continue to mask for me and my family. I am part of the immunocompromised community, it brings me so much join to be back in worship with all of you. Creating worship alone for
over a year was some of the most challenging and isolating times of my ministry career. However, I
only feel comfortable in this space together, singing and worshipping if we're masked. Additionally,
my son is a person who lives with a kidney disease that is triggered by any illness including the common cold. The consequences of a relapse is hospital, steroids, chemo medications. For 2.5 years he
has been in remission, and it has been a joy to watch him thrive medicine free. In the past 2.5 years
he has not been sick with any kind of illness and he masks while playing basketball games and running track. Seeing him continue to thrive in his health is all that any parents wants for their child, and
so I continue to be so grateful for Bethany and our willingness to protect not only my family but others in our community with health concerns.
I don't think we will mask forever, and when we worship outside masks won't be required in the
same way, but I ask for your continued grace and care as we continue to navigate this pandemic
world. Even as we grow weary.
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WHAT IS COVENANT COUNCIL?
by Julie Freeman
Covenant Council is Bethany’s Board of Directors, its governing body. Our overall charge is to
make sure that our activities support Bethany’s mission. Our activities include approving the annual budget, holding Planning Day, prioritizing 2022 activities.
The Council is composed of the chairs of our standing committees: Shannon Horton, Nurture;
Cathy Personius, Outreach; Josh Webster, Staff Parish Relations; Steve Wereb, Finance; and John
Nelson, Trustees. In addition, we have four at large members: Gloria Soliz, Marilyn Herand, Shirley
Perkins, and Jeff Friant. I, Julie, chair the Council, and of course, Rev. Sadie is a key member, too.
We meet for an hour on the first Sunday of the month, generally by Zoom. Council meetings are
open, and we welcome anyone who is interested to listen to our discussions. If you are curious, let
Sadie or me know (jabfreeman@gmail.com). The more ideas and input the better!
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Bible Study
Wednesdays from 3pm-4pm on
zoom. Join to discuss the scripture
for the upcoming worship. All are
welcome. Email Marilyn for more
info mherand@sbcglobal.net

Small Groups
Sign up now at bethanysf.org!
Monthly group meeting options:
• 2nd Saturdays @ 8:30am
• 2nd Wednesdays @ 7pm

BOOK DISCUSSION

Rev. Katey Zeh's A Complicated Choice: Making Space for
Grief and Healing in the Pro-Choice Movement
Wednesday, June 1st at 6pm

From Pastor Sadie: “I hope you will find time this month to
find a copy of the book and join me for discussion. Rev. Zeh is
a friend and classmate from Yale Divinity School, the current
Zoom Office Hours
Have a question? Want to check in? CEO of the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice, and
Want to chat? Stop in anytime be- a member of the Clergy Advocacy Board of Planned
tween 12-1pm on Wednesdays for Parenthood Federation of America. I’d already been planning
this offering, and the recent leak of the potential overturning
Pastor Sadie’s office hours.
of Roe v. Wade makes this book and conversation even more
https://zoom.us/j/97919674908
important and timely. Please join me.”

Hybrid Worship Training

Bethany is enrolled in a training
cohort with Jason Moore on Hybrid
worship. If you are interested,
please let Pastor Sadie know.
Tu, May 24 @6pm - Next Steps
(Discipleship/Relational Pathway
& Follow-Up)
Tu, Jun 21 @6pm - Fighting Fatigue
& Boosting Morale
Tu, July 26 @6pm - Final Wrap-Up

SAVE THE DATE
June is PRIDE month and Bethany offers a
variety of PRIDE worship opportunities and
offerings. Save the date for our 4th annual
Drag Show on Thursday June 30th, and be
sure to Join us for PRIDE Sunday on June
26th, 10:45am. Our worship all month will
be pride focused but our big celebration to
culminate the month happens on the 26th.

BUDGET UPDATE
by Steve Wereb
The charts below give a picture of our Church Operating Budget for 2022. We have
Budgeted Income and Expenses of $187,000.
So far this year, through April, our total collection income has been $52,000 and our
expenses have been $55,400. We are running a bit behind on collections and pledges with a year-to-date deficit of $3,400. If you are in position to increase your financial support to Bethany, we would appreciate your financial gifts.
Thank you to everyone for all your financial support. Your financial gifts are the foundation
for our services and community. Kind regards, Steve Wereb, Treasurer

community celebration board

CONTACT US
If you have articles, photos or announcements that
you would like to share, please contact us!
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