
 

 From the Pastor...
Holy week is my favorite week of the entire liturgical year. Yes, it's the 

week we have four worship services, but it's also the week that we get 

to tell Jesus' story. A human story full of so many different emotions. 

The arrival into Jerusalem and all the emotions that go along with re-

ceiving shouts of "HOSANNA!" while also knowing he was headed to 

his death.  

The intimate gathering with close friends around a last meal, the wash-

ing of feet, the breaking of bread. The time spent in the garden, pray-

ing, the betrayal, the arrest, the pain, the fear, the death. We cannot 

have Easter, the joy and the promise given to us through the resurrec-

tion without walking all of Holy Week. Easter truly takes on a new mean-

ing when you set aside time to walk the whole week, to experience each 

worship service to sit in the in between time of death before resurrec-

tion. I hope you will find time to join me for our Holy Week worship ser-

vices, to be fully present to this powerful part of our faith tradition and 

how it brings to bear the witness of our own human experiences, and 

then of course the joy of Easter morning!!  

I want to leave you with this poem by Jan Richardson as we prepare for 

Holy Week Together: 

Seen 

You had not imagined 

that something so empty 

could fill you 

to overflowing, 

and now you carry 

the knowledge 

like an awful treasure 

or like a child 

that roots itself 

beneath your heart: 
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how the emptiness 

will bear forth 

a new world 

that you cannot fathom 

but on whose edge 

you stand. 

So why do you linger? 

You have seen, 

and so you are 

already blessed. 

You have been seen, 

and so you are 

the blessing. 

There is no other word 

you need. 

There is simply 

to go 

and tell. 

There is simply 

to begin. 

       —Jan Richardson 

In Christ's Love, 

Pastor Sadie  

[continued from previous page] 

Bethany played host to the Noe Valley Word Weekend in 

partnership with Folio Books for 3 days in early March. We 

welcomed authors, poets, and musicians.   

Judd Winick talked about how he got started as an author 

of Hilo books. Our sanctuary was filled with children, par-

ents, and grandparents.  

Sack Lunch Ministry 

Noe Valley Word Weekend 



by Julie Freeman 

When Bethany members gathered in February to share their dreams for Bethany in 2022, they 

came up with tons of great activities to support our mission. Not a surprise. We have great think-

ers in our congregation. And as usual, the dreamers came up more activities than we have the 

people power to implement them. Also not a surprise.  

Consequently, at its March meeting, the Covenant Council looked at the all the ideas generated 

on Planning Day and agreed on these priorities for 2022: 

• Continue our bi-monthly work with Night Ministries to provide 100 bag lunches 

• Establish a youth group 

• Convert the book discussions to regular, topical discussions about articles, movies, or other 

sources 

• Create a systematic follow-up program to connect with members who have stopped at-

tending as well as our isolated, homebound members 

• Plan Pride Activities 

• Host the October Block Party 

Of course, establishing these priorities is a start, but if we really want them to be more than ideas, 

we need volunteers to lead and work on each one. 

Please think where you would like to serve in 2022. You can indicate your preference by filling out 

this form: https://bethanysf.breezechms.com/form/2b7803 

Let’s all help to make these dreams come true! 

On March 19th we celebrated our beloved Bruce Pettit who dedicated many 

years in service to not only Bethany but the larger United Methodist Church. 

Thanks to everyone who helped make the day possible.   

Remembering Bruce 



Bible Study 
Wednesdays from 3pm-4pm on 
zoom. Join to discuss the scripture 
for the upcoming worship. All are 
welcome. Email Marilyn for more 
info mherand@sbcglobal.net 

Small Groups  
Sign up now at bethanysf.org!  
Monthly group mseeting options: 
• 2nd Saturdays @ 8:30am 
• 2nd Wednesdays @ 7pm 

 
Zoom Office Hours  

Have a question? Want to check in? 
Want to chat? Stop in anytime be-
tween 12-1pm on Wednesdays for 
Pastor Sadie’s office hours. https://
zoom.us/j/97919674908  

COMING SOON 

4/10   Palm Sunday Service 

4/14  Maundy Thursday 

4/15  Good Friday 

4/16  Easter Sunday 

4/26  Hybrid Worship Training 

TBD  Hybrid Worship Training 

4/30 Habitat for Humanity 

5/8 Bagged Lunches 

Habitat for Humanity 
Bethany has committed to sponsorship and volunteer on Sat-

urday April 30th at their newest construction site in Diamond 

Heights, just one block from the Bethany parsonage.   

Volunteers must be 18 or older but no construction experi-

ence is required. Habitat does a great job of integrating vol-

unteers into the experience.  We need 10 volunteers to com-

plete our partnership for this activity.  

Email Shannon for more info: shan1on@yahoo.com 
 
Hybrid Worship Training 

Bethany is enrolled in a training cohort with Jason 
Moore around Hybrid worship. Each session takes 
place over zoom, with one in-person visit from Jason 
on either April 29th or April 30th.  
If you are interested in joining these training sessions, 
please let Pastor Sadie know. It would be great to 
have people who are interested in helping make our 
hybrid worship happen each week. 

Tu, Mar 22 @6pm - Knowing your Why 
Tu, Apr 26 @6pm - From Why to What 
Tu, May 24 @6pm - Next Steps (Discipleship/ 
 Relational Pathway & Follow-Up) 
Tu, Jun 21 @6pm - Fighting Fatigue & Boosting  
 Morale 
Tu, July 26 @6pm - Final Wrap-Up 

mailto:mherand@sbcglobal.net
https://zoom.us/j/97919674908
https://zoom.us/j/97919674908


Budget Update 
by Steve Wereb 

 
The charts below give a picture of our Church Operating Budget for 2022.  We have Budgeted In-
come and Expenses of $187,000.  About 88% of our income (or $164,000) comes from pledges.  
Pledges and timely donations are critical for us to operate the church.  About 71% of our expenses 
are for our Staff, 16% is for our Conference Tithe (which is calculated as 10% of our donations and 
rental income), and 13% of expenses are for a variety of costs (including our Worship Service, our 
Programs, and Office Expenses).  Our Tithe supports the greater United Methodist Church and is 
important for our standing in the denomination. We are fortunate that the rental income from our 
building mostly funds utility costs and repairs & maintenance costs and is managed by the Trus-
tees.   
 
So far this year, thru March, our total collection income has been $39,200 and our expenses have 
been $40,500.  Remaining collections for the year need to be $147,800 to meet our budget.  
 
Thank you to everyone for all your financial support.  Your financial gifts are the foundation for our 

services and community.  Kind regards, Steve Wereb, Treasurer 



CONTACT US 
If you have articles, photos or announcements that 

you would like to share, please contact us! 

Bethany United Methodist Church 

1270 Sanchez St. 

San Francisco, CA  94114 

(415) 647-8393 

bethanysfcoms@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanysf.org 

   APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
  2: Evan Alparone 

  5: Cathy Personius 

  8: Erin Halden 

17: Bailey Higgins-Eaton 

26: Kelsey Laird 

28: Robin Ann Palmer 

community celebration board 

Thank you to Tomoko and 

George Lipp for flowers 

and cuttings from their 

backyard for our altar.   


