Sunday, May 1st, 2022
3rd Sunday of Easter
48th Sunday in Hybrid Worship

Bethany United Methodist Church
1270 Sanchez Street
San Francisco, CA 94114
415-647-8393
Rev. Sadie Stone
Music Director: Evan Alparone
Guest Singer: Tim Silva

Guided by God’s radical love for all, Bethany seeks to… Offer sanctuary, Inspire personal
transformation, Foster a faith community, and Engage locally and globally for social justice.

Bethany News & Notes
Sunday, May 1, 2022
Liturgist: Julie Freeman
Camera Operator: John Nelson
Communion Steward: Shirley Perkins
Coffee Hour/Fellowship: John Nelson
If you’re worshiping with us online, please join us after for zoom fellowship
Zoom Meeting ID: 885 4190 9298

Zoom Office Hours
Wednesday, May 4th 2022, 12-1pm
Have a question? Want to check in? Want to chat? Stop by the zoom room
anytime between noon and 1pm on
Wednesday for Pastor Sadie’s office hours. https://zoom.us/j/97919674908

Bible Study
Wednesdays from 3pm-4pm on zoom
Join to discuss the scripture for the upcoming worship. All are welcome.
Contact Marilyn for more information mherand@sbcglobal.net
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Sign up now! Register online at bethanysf.org
Group Meeting options:
-2nd Saturday of each month @ 8:30am our next meeting May 14th
-2nd Wednesday of each month @ 7pm our next meeting May 11th

office

hours
bible study
Su 8

Sunday

service
Bagged lunches

W 11

office

hours
bible study
small group
Sa 14

small

group
Su 15

Small Groups

Sunday

Sunday

service
W 18

office

hours
bible study
Su 22

Sunday

service

Hybrid Worship Training
Bethany is enrolled in a training cohort with Jason Moore around Hybrid
worship. Each session takes place over zoom, with one in-person visit from
Jason on either April 29th or April 30th.
If you are interested in joining these training sessions, please let Pastor Sadie
know.
It would be great to have people who are interested in helping make our
hybrid worship happen each week.
Tues, March 22 @6pm - Knowing your Why
Tues, April 26 @6pm - From Why to What
Tues, May 24 @6pm - Next Steps (Discipleship/Relational Pathway
& Follow-Up)
Tues, June 21 @6pm - Fighting Fatigue & Boosting Morale
Tues, July 26 @6pm - Final Wrap-Up
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Join the International Coalition for Human
Rights in the Philippines (ICHRP) virtually on
May 4th at 5pm PDT to pray for just and lasting
peace in the Filipino elections and beyond. As
people of faith, we believe in protecting the
human dignity of each person, which includes
fair and just elections. As the Philippines near
the end of the election, we continue to grieve
for the 30,000+ lives lost to the ongoing brutal
drug war in the Philippines, for the voices of
activists and human rights defenders silenced
by the Duterte administration, and for the
thousands of lives lost to the COVID-19
pandemic—including the lives of countless
Filipino frontline workers here in the U.S. We
urge our kababayan, families, friends, and
communities to join us in calling for just and
lasting peace in the Philippines.
Register
Here: https://tinyurl.com/justpeacevigil

Worship Celebration: May 1, 2022
Bethany United Methodist Church

10:45am
Third Sunday of Easter

WE GATHER IN COMMUNITY
PRELUDE
WELCOME

Rev. Sadie Stone

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Julie Freeman

One: Risen Christ, you met Paul on his way to Damascus and Peter while
he was fishing.
All: Meet us as we gather here and be with us in our daily life,
One: that we may be transformed as they were,
All: fulfilling our potential and discovering possibilities in ministry
and service. Amen
*OPENING SONG
Open the Eyes of My Heart1
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, open the eyes of my heart;
I want to see you, I want to see you.

WS #3008

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, open the eyes of my heart;
I want to see you, I want to see you.
To see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of your glory.
Pour out your power and love, as we sing, Holy, holy, holy.
Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy.
Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy. I want to see you.

WE ENGAGE THE WORD
SCRIPTURE READING
The Conversion of Saul

Acts 9:1-20

Julie Freeman

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest
and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way,
men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching
Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying
to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’ The
men who were travelling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got
up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.
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Title: Open the Eyes of My Heart. Words & Music: Paul Baloche. © 1997, Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. Hal Leonard
Publishing Corp.) CCLI#1103931

Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ He
answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the
house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a
vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.’ But
Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints
in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.’ But the
Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and
kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my
name.’ So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled
with the Holy Spirit.’ And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored.
Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.
Saul Preaches in Damascus
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the
synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’
HYMN

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying2
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Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your Spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
If you are worshipping with us online, please type your prayers in our chat.
PASTORAL PRAYER

Rev. Sadie Stone

LORD’S PRAYER
Our God who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the
glory forever. Amen.
SONG OF PREPARATION
Saul Left for Damascus3
Saul left for Damascus, his orders were clear:
to send folks to prison and leave them in fear.
He searched for the people who followed the Way,
but found someone else when he ventured that day.
A bright light from heaven! Saul fell to the ground!
A voice boomed around him, a voice most profound:
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Title: Saul Left for Damascus. Words: Stephen M. Fearing, 2019. Stephenmfearing.com. Music: Welsh Folk Melody; arr. by
Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839. CCLI #1103931

“Saul, why do you murder and persecute me?”
Saul saw only darkness; his eyes could not see.
His friends had to lead him for now he was blind.
They came to Damascus by God’s own design.
God sent Ananias to tell Saul God’s plan.
Saul’s sight was restored and he was a new man!
No more would Saul murder; he grew in God’s grace.
In all he would serve he would see Jesus’ face.
Lord, help us to follow with hearts that are brave,
and worship our savior who rose from the grave.
SERMON

Surprise! The Unexpected Acts of God:
An Unlikely Friendship

Rev. Sadie Stone

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD
INVITATION TO OFFERING

Julie Freeman

Visit our website at www.bethanysf.org to give online or scan the QR code
Mail your tithes/offering to our church office at:
1270 Sanchez Street, San Francisco, CA 94114
Text to Give: 415-965-5876 text the amount you’d like to give.
HOLY COMMUNION
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
...And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord; God of power and might.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Blest is the one who comes in
the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!
... as we proclaim the mystery of faith;
Memorial Acclamation
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!
..., all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, both now and forever. Amen.
Amen.
Serving of Communion – all are welcome to the table. In the United Methodist Church we have an open
communion table. Everyone is welcome. For those who are streaming with us online, our Bishop has

extended the sacrament to include elements as received and consecrated during the live worship service,
please use whatever elements you have available to you.

WE SPEAK TO THE WORLD
*CLOSING SONG
The Summons4
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?
Will you let me love be shown, will you let me name be known,
will you let my life by grown in you and you in me?
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Will you leave your self behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?
Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?
Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear in side and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.
*BENEDICTION
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