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Pastor’s Reflection
We’re a few weeks into our sermon series on the parables
of Jesus. I’ve always enjoyed the hidden nuance and complexity of the parables. Jesus taught and told stories in a
way that were simple, but also provocative and in order for
us to make sense of them today it requires us to do work.
We can’t just assume we understand the nuance and the
meaning. The other amazing thing about the parables, is
that they can hold a variety of meaning and interpretations.
We might read the parable of the Good Samaritan for example and identify with any one of the figures in the story
of any given reading. The circumstances of our lives and
our realities are always changing and evolving.
I hope in this series you are provoked in some way to a new rendering of a familiar story.
One of the greatest joys in my life has always been learning something new. I truly love
learning, and I’m thrilled when my eyes, heart and mind is opened to a new understanding or perspective of the world. I think of how much I have grown, evolved and changed
in my adulthood as I encounter more of the world and gain more knowledge and
breadth of life.
I hope that all of us continue to always grow in our faith. That we continue to be
stretched in new ways, and maybe we’ll hear something
about a familiar parable that makes us stop and think,
“Wow, I had no idea.” May we embrace these next four
weeks of Parables and use this a time of growth and new
learnings as we prepare for the start of our Lenten Journey.

IN THIS ISSUE
•

Pastor’s Reflection

•

Liturgical colors

•

SF Night Ministry Lunch Prep

•

In Grace,

Upcoming Opportunities

•

How to use Breeze

Pastor Sadie

•

Budget Update

•

Remembering Bruce Pettit

Crossroads brings you the news from Bethany United Methodist Church

The liturgical calendar begins with Advent, with different colors associated with different
liturgical seasons. At Bethany, we include the pride colors during pride month.
Advent = blue or purple Christmas = white or gold
Lent = purple
Holy Week = black
Pentecost = red
Pride Month = pride colors

Ordinary Time = green
Easter = white or gold
Ordinary Time = green

On Sunday, January 9th, we kicked off 2022 with our sack lunch ministry in partnership with SF night ministry. We thank everyone who contributes and volunteers.
Check out the Upcoming Opportunities to join the next one, on March 13th!

Bible Study
Wednesdays from 3pm-4pm on zoom
Join to discuss the scripture for the upcoming
worship. All are welcome contact Marilyn for
more information mherand@sbcglobal.net

Small Groups
Sign up now! Our small group ministry officially launched. Register online bethanysf.org
Group Meeting options:

COMING SOON
2/26 Church Planning Retreat
3/2 Ash Wednesday Service
3/13 Night Ministry Bagged Lunches
3/19 Memorial for Bruce Pettit
3/26 Interfaith Meals

2nd Saturday of each month @ 8:30am
2nd Wednesday of each month @ 7pm

Zoom Office Hours
Zoom office hours will be changing! Beginning Feb 9th, they will be on Wednesdays
from 12pm—1pm. https://zoom.us/
j/97919674908

Annual Church Planning Retreat
February 26th, 9am—1pm
Online via Zoom
Sign up at:

bethanysf.breezechms.com/form/add42a
On February 26, members of the Bethany community will put their heads together to
plan for the coming year, and hope to have some fun while doing it!
We will build on the goals established and the activities implemented in 2021, and we
will have a chance to brainstorm new ideas. Together, we will develop a calendar of
activities that will support our mission.
In addition to large group discussions, there will be smaller group discussions on the
themes that emerged in last year’s planning session: Feed the homeless, Form small
groups, Strengthen connections within the Bethany community, and Connect with the
Noe Valley and San Francisco community. Sign up for the group that interests you.
Mark your calendars—we hope to see you online!

Memorial for Bruce
A memorial service for Bruce Pettit will be held
at Bethany on Saturday, March 19th at 2pm.

Interfaith Meals
Bethany will cook, deliver and serve another
Interfaith Meals on Saturday March 26th. The
shopping has already been done but we will
need volunteers to help in various roles please
let Shannon shan1on@yahoo.com know if you
can assist.

How to look up contact info in
Breeze
1. Sign in: bethanysf.breezechms.com
2. Click into the People section
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3. Search for their name in the
“Filter by Name” box.
4. Click on their name to the right to open
their profile and see their contact info.
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Budget Update
by Steve Wereb
The charts below give a picture of our Church Operating Budget for 2022. We have Budgeted Income
and Expenses of $187,000. About 88% of our income (or $164,000) comes from pledges. Pledges and
timely donations are critical for us to operate the church! About 71% of our expenses are for our Staff,
16% is for our Conference Tithe (which is calculated as 10% of our donations and rental income), and
13% of expenses are for a variety of costs (including our Worship Service, our Programs, and Office Expenses). Our Tithe supports the greater United Methodist Church and is important for our standing in
the denomination. We are fortunate that the rental income from our building mostly funds utility costs
and repairs & maintenance costs and is managed by the Trustees.
So far this year, thru January, our total collection income has been $12,300 and our expenses have been
$13,500. Remaining collections for the year need to be $174,700 to meet our budget.
Thank you to everyone for all your financial support. Your financial gifts are the foundation for our services and community. Kind regards, Steve Wereb, Treasurer

Bruce Pettit, a City Hall and political reporter for cable TV as well
as mainstream and LGBTQ publications died January 20, just 11
days shy of his 77th birthday. He had been suffering from longterm heart disease and was in home hospice care. Pastor Sadie
Stone of Bethany United Methodist Church was with Mr. Pettit and
said he died peacefully.
Bruce drafted this obituary before his death. Mr. Pettit was one of
the journalists — including the S.F. Chronicle’s Marshall Kilduff —
on the pioneering cable show City Desk. He started The Pettit Report newsletter on San Francisco politics in 1980, and hosted the
Viewpoint cable TV show on San Francisco politics from 1991 to
2006.
At the Bay Area Reporter, he covered such stories as the 1978
passage of Supervisor Harvey Milk’s gay rights ordinance. The
headline and byline of that story appeared in the Sean Penn/Gus
van Sant Milk movie.
Bruce was born in Milwaukee on Feb. 1, 1945. His father, Marvin Pettit, was a commander of a
PT boat that sank a Japanese submarine off the Solomon Islands in 1944. Pettit was raised in
Missouri and Iowa. After a divorce, his mother, the former Anna Paulson, struggled to support
her two boys with the aid of her mother. Bruce didn’t see his father for seven years, but they later reconciled as his father became an advocate of gay rights.

Bruce graduated summa cum laude in English and political science from Upper Iowa University
in Fayette in 1967. He received a lay ministry degree from St. Paul School of Theology in Kansas City, Mo.
Bruce used to say the proudest moment of his life came at the military recruiting center in St.
Louis in 1968 when he stood up to the contempt of a psychiatrist who doubted his claim of being gay. Mr. Pettit won a silent stare-down contest with a recruiter that lasted a seemingly eternal 15 seconds.
Bruce moved to Chicago to be with a gay high school friend. There he became an editorial assistant for the Chicago Sun-Times news syndicate, helping edit the Gallup Poll and Anne
Landers for wire distribution. With a lover, Charles Durham, Mr. Pettit moved to San Francisco
in 1974 for its more receptive gay climate.
The Pettit Report newsletter launched the polling career of David Binder when it published the
first poll that foresaw Assemblyman Art Agnos defeating Supervisor John Molinari in the 1987
mayoral race. Binder is now a nationally recognized pollster.
Bruce also briefly wrote a weekly column for the San Francisco Examiner in 1983-84 and was
later a City Hall reporter for the now-gone Progress and Independent newspapers. He personally knew both Supervisor Harvey Milk and his assassin, Dan White. In the B.A.R. in 1977, he
brought citywide attention to the barely concealed homophobia of White’s campaign brochure.
His varied career also included working for Supervisor Louise Renne, a survey firm, the Census
Bureau and the St. Anthony Foundation.

(continued onto next page)

(continued from previous page)
Bruce was administrative assistant for the Golden Gate District of the United Methodist Church
from 1999 to 2010. He received the Bishop’s Award, the highest honor a lay person can receive,
for his work there and in the UMC’s pro-gay Reconciling Ministries Network. A Noe Valley resident since 1985, Mr. Pettit joined Bethany UMC in 1996. His activities there included performing
with the bell choir.
Bruce’s former lover Durham died in 1986 by jumping off the Golden
Gate Bridge. A later, official domestic partner was George Mendenhall, a political reporter for B.A.R. and the national gay magazine, The
Advocate. Mendenhall died from AIDS in 1994.
Predeceased by his parents and brother, Mr. Pettit is survived by many
cousins in the Midwest and friends in San Francisco. Bruce’s Memorial
service will take place Saturday March 19th at 2pm at Bethany.
He asked that any memorial donations be sent to Bethany UMC, the
United Methodist Committee on Relief in New York City, or to the
American Civil Liberties Union.

CONTACT US
If you have articles, photos or announcements that
you would like to share, please contact us!
Bethany United Methodist Church
1270 Sanchez St.
San Francisco, CA 94114
(415) 647-8393
bethanysfcoms@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at www.bethanysf.org

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1: Bruce Pettit
8: Harold Spiva
15: Melissa Reyes-Pagdilao
22: Dylan Kelemen

