
Pastor’s Reflection 
 

"Probably the reason we all go so haywire at Christmas time with the endless unre-

strained and often silly buying of gifts is that we don’t quite know how to put our love 

into words." -Harlan Miller 
 
As I reflect back on 2021 and our ministry together there's so much to think about, so many things to be 
grateful for, and so much love and hope that I have for all of you and this place we call Bethany. I've 
never been one that's been very good at expressing outward emotions. Add a little anxiety, a dash of 
my personality, and a dab of cultural upbringing and we get me. Who has been working hard in adult-
hood to express love, gratitude, and joy. And oftentimes still falling short.  
 
As I look back at this year at Bethany I hope each of you know how much you mean to me and this 
community. How grateful I am that you kept showing up in all of the various ways we've worshiped 
together this year; and there have been several. To those who have taken on new leadership opportuni-
ties and joined or started small groups, and showed up to help care and show love to others in the com-
munity for all of that my gratitude knows no bounds.  
 
The Christmas season always reminds me of the ways that we are called to continue in our growth. To 
say yes to places that are scary and unexpected. To step into the unknown, to put our faith and trust in 
God. I think of Elizabeth and Zechariah, Mary and Joseph, who said yes to paths they didn't know or 
understand. I think of the magi traveling to unknown lands seeking new truths, I think of how Jesus 
showed up, to live among all of us. That love showed up, not in the form of words, but in the form of 
Jesus.  
 
Jesus is the living embodiment of love, and Jesus in part teaches us how to be, and I'm reminded that 
none of us are ever done growing, learning or being challenged. I may not be the best at expressing out 
loud the love, joy and gratitude I feel but I continue to grow each year, 
and I'm thankful that we all get to grow and learn together.  
 
Thank you all, and may we allow the mystery and challenges of this 
season be with us now and always.  
 
Amen, 
Pastor Sadie  
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Bethany United Methodist Church Newsletter December 2021 

Crossroads brings you the news from Bethany United Methodist Church 

 

December 26th service will be online  

To allow people extended time with family, there 
will be no in person worship on December 26th.  

Join us on Facebook at 10:45am for online worship. 



Welcome New Members!  
 

Erin and Lyra Halden, Melissa and Romeo Reyes-Pagdilao,  

Caryn Cranston, and Walter Thoma  



Ubuntu 
In November the 8 United Methodist Churches came together 

to be in service to our city. On November 14th Bethany hosted 

all the churches and our Bishop to assemble 500 sack lunches 

and hygiene kits for the unhoused of San Francisco. 

 

A week later on November 20th members gathered at Geneva 

Ave UMC to help beautify the neighborhood by collecting 

trash. We look forward for more opportunities to come togeth-

er in mission, service, and fellowship! Thanks to everyone who 

planned, contributed and volunteered!  





  

Ring and Sing  
 

On Sunday December 5th Bell Appeal and Bethany’s music director  

Evan Alparone led the neighborhood in some Christmas caroling and cheer.  

Thanks to everyone who came out.  





Small Groups  

Sign up now! Our small group ministry officially launched. Register online bethanysf.org  

Group Meeting options: 

                        -2nd Saturday of each month @ 8:30am  

                        -2nd Wednesday of each month @ 7pm  

 

Interfaith Shelter Meals 

Our congregation has signed to provide 100 - 120 meals for homeless men through the 

Interfaith Shelter program on Monday December 20th and Tuesday December 

21st. We are so glad to see this program starting up again post-pandemic!  So please 

save the date and use this registration for to sign up https://bethanysf.breezechms.com/

form/69ef86. If you prefer to email your response, please email shan1on@yahoo.com. 

Volunteer opportunities: 

Monday December 20th 

Cooking - 4-6 volunteers from 3:30-6pm (Bethany kitchen) 

Transporting - 2 cars/drivers from 6 - 6:30 (Bethany to St. Mary's Cathedral) 

Serving and Clean-up  - 4-6 volunteers from 6:30 - 8pm (St. Mary's Cathedral)  

  

Tuesday December 21st 

Cooking - 4-6 volunteers from 3:30-6pm (Bethany kitchen) 

Transporting - 2 cars/drivers from 6 - 6:30 (Bethany to St. Mary's Cathedral) 

Serving and Clean-up  - 4-6 volunteers from 6:30 - 8pm (St. Mary's Cathedral)  

Advent Altar 
 

This Advent altar is an abstract painting of Noe Valley and a village of homes  
(lanterns made from milk cartons and trees from book pages). 

https://bethanysf.breezechms.com/form/69ef86
https://bethanysf.breezechms.com/form/69ef86
mailto:shan1on@yahoo.com


Welcome Kim!  

Kim recently joined the staff as Bethany’s new  

communications manager! She is excited to combine 

her love of storytelling, experience with non-profits, 

and her faith background in this position.  

Kim lives in Oakland and can often be found volun-

teering at her local food pantry, practicing massage 

therapy, and conversing with the neighborhood cats. 

Reach her at bethanysfcoms@gmail.com  



Budget Update 

by Steve Wereb 

The charts below give a picture of our Church Operating Budget for 2021.  We have Budgeted Dona-

tions and Expenses of $175,000.  Pledges and timely donations are critical for us to operate the 

church.  About 72% of our expenses are for our Staff, 16% is for our Conference Tithe (which is calcu-

lated as 10% of our donations and rental income), and 12% of expenses are for a variety of costs 

(including our Worship Service, our Programs, and Office Expenses).  Our Tithe supports the greater 

United Methodist Church and is important for our standing in the denomination. The rental income 

from our building  funds utility costs and repairs & maintenance costs, and is managed by the Trus-

tees.   

Through November, our total donations have been $146,200 and our expenses have been $144,000.  

At this point in the year, we’re a bit behind on collections.  Remaining collections for the year need 

to be $28,800 to meet our budget.  Catching up on pledges and any additional financial support 

would be greatly appreciated in December. 

Kind regards, Steve Wereb, Treasurer 



Contact Us 
 
If you have articles, photos or announcements 
that you would like to share, please contact 
us! 
 
Bethany United Methodist Church 
1270 Sanchez St. 
San Francisco, CA  94114 
(415) 647-8393 
 
bethanysfcoms@gmail.com 
 
Visit us on the web at www.bethanysf.org 

December  

Birthdays 
 

6: Dona Malan 

7: Dominic Bannister 

31: Steve Bauer 

Congrats to Melissa and 

Romeo on their marriage  

November 10th!  

We celebrate with you!  

33 years ago this December, Joan 

and Laura walked up the steps of 

Bethany for the first time… 

Little did we know how much that 

climb would enrich our lives forever. 

—Laura and Joan 


