
Pastor’s Reflection 
 

 
What a busy and fulfilling June we had at Bethany. After 64 long weeks of exclu-
sively worshipping online, we launched our return to worship at the beginning of June. 
Instead of returning inside we made the decision to first gather together outdoors on our 
patio for our first season of hybrid worship.  
 
While worshipping outside comes with its own challenges, (weather extremes) wind, set 
up and take down, I also love being outdoors with all of you. To be the church in a more 
public way is such a joy. Thank you to everyone who has worked to make the return to in 
person worship possible. It takes a team and I am so grateful for the great team at Beth-
any.  
 
We also experienced a music director transition during June and I’m thrilled to welcome 
Evan to the Bethany Family, and I hope everyone will take some time to get to know him 
better. We look forward to launching the Bethany Ensemble in the fall with fresh energy 
and new approaches.   
 
As we continue with our summer, my prayers are with everyone as we travel for the first 
time in a while. Blessings to you all as you get to see family and friends after more than 
a year apart. I do enjoy the pace of our July at Bethany. It’s a quiet time, a month with 
less meetings, not many events on the calendar, and my prayer is that all of us might 
find moments of refresh and rejuvenation during this time. We are still in a pandemic 
world, this in-between time, where things are safer and yet still unknown. Give your bod-
ies, souls, and minds time to renew, and recover from all we’ve endured.   
 
I look forward to a few more weeks of worship outdoors with you all and towards our fall 
relaunching back inside our building.   
 
In Christ’s Love 
Pastor Sadie 
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Welcome Evan Alparone! 
Bethany’s new Music Director 

Evan joined Bethany as our new Mu-
sic Director, July 1, 2021.  He is a Bay 
Area native & has been a music director, 
accompanist and teacher.  After graduat-
ing with a BA from UCLA's Theater pro-
gram Evan began studying choral con-
ducting at San Francisco State University 
and from 2007-2010 directed the choral 
program at Moreau Catholic High School 
in Hayward, California. From a few music 
classes he grew the program to a touring 
and competing choir of over 150 stu-
dents.   
 
As a music director, conductor, and ac-
companist Evan has worked on over 80 

musicals including several Off-Broadway productions. Evan has served as a music di-
rector in the Methodist Church for 14 years, first at Open Door United Methodist 
Church in Richmond, and then Valhalla United Methodist Church in New York.   
 
When not making music he enjoys biking, running, and playing with his 7 year old 
puppy Forrest and cat Nori. 
 
Youth Service Outreach 

with SEEDS  
 

On June 13th, our youth will worked with 
Caryn Cranston, Founder of SEEDS Out-
reach, to create life packs that were handed 
out by the street outreach teams. 

SEEDS mission is to plant hope and 
change lives.  Specifically, as part of this 
process, SEEDS aims to do their part to help end youth homelessness.      Specifically 
LGBTQ youth, which make up the highest population of homeless youth.  By providing 
outreach care, the SEEDS outreach team fosters a connection which facilitates trust to 
build long-term relationships with these youth. 

Congrats to our Graduating Youth!  
Carmela and Liam graduated from eighth grade at Hilldale 
School. Carmela will be attending the SF Waldorf school in the 
fall and Liam will be attending Archbishop Riordan in the fall.  
Congrats to Carmela and Liam!! 



 

Worshipping in Person in June 
 
In June, we started worshipping in person again, on our outside patio area, after 64 
Sundays worshipping online.   We also started live streaming our services on our    
Facebook page.  It was wonderful to be back together again! 

 
 
Little Free Library 

added at 
Clipper & Sanchez   

 

We installed a “Little Free Library” 
alongside our Prayer Wall at the 
corner of Clipper & Sanchez! 
A Little Free Library is a free book-
sharing box where anyone may 
take or share a book. They func-
tion on the honor system. You do 
not need to share a book in order 
to take one. If you take a book or 
two from a little library, try to bring some to share to that same library, or another in 
your area, when you can. Little Free Library is a 501 nonprofit organization that pro-
motes neighborhood book exchanges. More than 90,000 public book exchanges are 
registered with the organization and branded as Little Free Libraries.  

The Prayer Wall and Little Free Library are fantastic interactive activities!  The corner 
has become a popular stopping point for passerbys.  The Prayer Wall was heavily used 
during June (as you can see), as rainbow colored strips were made available for   
prayer wishes.  Many thanks to everyone who helped! Thanks to Gloria Soliz for the 
idea and books, thanks to Bob Armstrong for finding the Little Free Library org and 
the superb installation, to Pastor Sadie Stone for placing the order and getting books, 
to the Trustees for their funding support, and to everyone who contributed books. The 
Friends of SlowSanchez also made a donation of books.  It takes a village! 



 

June was full of Pride! 
 

We had a very busy June Pride month!  Our worship services were well attended.  
Rev. Brian Adkins joined as the guest preacher on Pride Sunday June 27th. We       
enjoyed Pride Cupcakes after worship. Thank you Shannon Horton for bringing! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Pride Sunday Sidewalk Booth 
 
On Pride Sunday after worship service, we had a Pride Booth on the sidewalk for  
community outreach.  We had giveaways packets with flyers with information about 
Bethany & Pride.  We handed out 40 packets to passerbys.  We also had a bubble-
making machine & music which was hugely popular with the neighborhood children.  
Thank you to Shirley Perkins, Marilyn Herand, Walter Thoma, Joel Creager & Shannon 
Horton & Liam, Phoebe, and Nancy Saguar & Carmela, and Gloria Soliz & Carole 
Noonan, and Pastor Sadie Stone & Emerson & Eli for helping with outreach.  We were 
able to greet a number of families in the neighborhood while celebrating Pride! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Drag Show Fundraiser 
 
One June 30th, we held our 3rd annual Drag Show Fundraiser.  The show was a 
blast with tremendous performers and incredible music!  We had a great audience 
turnout and raised $458 for the TGI Justice Project.  A big huge thanks to Zach Brown 
for being the mastermind organizer including identifying the performers, and for being 
the master of ceremonies!  Many thanks to Pastor Sadie Stone for all her help with set
-up and organization, & thanks to Gloria Soliz & Carole Noonan for set-up help. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

“Staying Awake” — a book report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the month of June, we conducted a book study group on Rev. Tyler Sit's     
book -- "Staying Awake:  the Gospel for Changemakers."  Rev. Tyler Sit is the church 
planter of New City Church, in Minneapolis, a church community with members with 
all kinds of racial/ethnic identities, socioeconomic   statuses, gender and sexual identi-
ties, intellectual and physical abilities, immigration statuses, and religious beliefs .  He 
is a United Methodist pastor, and the son of a Chinese immigrant.  Tyler earned a BS 
in Communication Studies from Boston University and a Masters of Divinity from Can-
dler School of Theology. He has formal training as a prison chaplain, community or-
ganizer, and social entrepreneur.  
 
The book focuses on nine practices that Rev. Tyler has found to be the most fruitful in 
transforming the world and living a meaningful life. They include: Worship, Center-
ing Marginalized Voices, Prayer, Groups, Sabbath, Leadership Development, 
Generosity, Planting, and Putting It All Together.  

Each chapter starts with a scripture passage for grounding the discussion, and then 
moves to a multitude of stories and practical examples for consideration and thought 
provoking discussion. Each chapter ends with heartfelt testimonies from a variety of 
people from different walks of life. His book is also filled with a number of classic one-
liners. As a few examples, he describes Worship as "Love Training -- a time when your 
capacity for experiencing awe and loving God gets a little stronger." In the discussion 
on Groups, there is a discussion on: "Why is it important if I believe in God? The an-
swer is: because that belief changes how we live out our lives. What you feel in your 
guts affects how you feel in your heart and the actions of your hands." In the chapter 
on Leadership Development, Rev. Tyler makes the point: "God gifted us with short-
comings as a reminder to ask for help, to work in teams, to admit vulnerability." He 
goes on to write: "we discover that we need help from something greater than hu-
manity ... when we realize that, we understand that we were created not only to need 
each other but also to need God."  

Our book study group enjoyed reading and discussing the book, and walked away with 
some practices we could apply to our everyday life, and we recommend the book for 
your reading. We look forward to the Zoom discussion with Rev. Tyler on July 13th. 



Budget Update — thru June 2021  
 

The charts below show our Church Operating Budget for 2021.  We have      
Budgeted Donations and Expenses of $175,000.  About 72% of our expenses are 
for our Staff, 16% is for our Conference Tithe (which is calculated as 10% of our 
donations and rental income), and 12% of expenses are for a variety of costs 
(Worship Service, Programs, Office Expenses).  Our Tithe supports the greater 
United Methodist Church and is important for our standing in the denomination. 
Separately, the rental income from our building funds utility costs and repairs & 
maintenance costs, and is managed by the Trustees. 

Through June this year, our total donations have been $75,400 and our 
expenses have been $74,200.   Remaining collections for the year need 
to be $99,600 to meet our budget.  We have also donated $2,566 to a  
variety of charities this year, including $879 to the San Francisco Food 
Bank.  Your financial support is greatly appreciated and needed! 

Kind regards, Steve Wereb, Treasurer 

Bethany UMC -- Actual Budget Results, June 2021

Budgeted Donations for 2021: $175,000 =>

Actual Donations thru 6/30/21: $75,400 =>

== Left to go $99,600

Budgeted Expenses for 2021: $175,000 =>

Actual Expenses thru 6/30/21: $74,200 =>

== Left to go $100,800

Annual Budget

$153,700 

$21,300 

Donations $175,000

Pledges Other Donations

$127,000 

$27,400 

$20,600 

Expenses $175,000

Staff Conference Tithe Other Expenses



July Sermon series 
I’ve been meaning to ask ... 

 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

We have a number of volunteer opportunities at Bethany, including: 
 
 Helping with bagged lunches for the homeless 
 Collecting socks for the homeless 
 Being part of our Foodbank team 
 Being part of our Habitat for Humanity work team 
 
Contact us at:  bethanysf.org/contact  for more information 
 

Bible Study Small Group on Zoom, Wednesdays 3-4 pm 
We have a daytime Bible Study small group on Zoom.  The 
group meets weekly on Wednesdays 3-4 pm and discusses the lit-
urgy for the following Sunday church service.  Discussions might 
center on how that scripture speaks to the present, and/or to us 
personally.  The sessions will be "leaderless" and informal and 
open to all.  Please contact Marilyn Herand 
(mherand@sbcglobal.net) if you are interested.  

 
 

 
 

Contact Us 
If you have articles, photos or announcements 
that you would like to share, please contact 
us! 
 
Bethany United Methodist Church 
1270 Sanchez St. 
San Francisco, CA  94114 
(415) 647-8393 
 
bethanysfoffice@gmail.com 
 
Visit us on the web at www.bethanysf.org 

 
July Birthdays 
10: Joshua Webster  

16: Jesse Friant-Nelson  


