
Message from Rev. Sadie Stone
March ... it's been one year since ... 

It’s March again. The month when our world shut down and our lives changed 
dramatically in an instant. March marks one year since… one year since I’ve been on 
public transit, one year since my kids were inside a school building, one year since 
we’ve worshiped together in person, one year since I’ve eaten at a restaurant, one year 
since Eli went to basketball practice, one year since…

I wonder if that’s how we can approach our Lenten and 
Easter seasons. We celebrate them every year. We tell the 
same stories, we hear the same scriptures, even the 
themes are familiar, but what if we allowed ourselves to 
remember that it’s been an entire year since the last time. 
What if we looked at them with fresh eyes, and 
perspectives? What’s changed? How have I changed? What 
new things does this have to offer? 

We are not the same people we were a year ago let us use 
the bewildering events of this past year to see with fresh 
eyes, the stories, experiences, and scriptures we may so 
well. We might be amazed at what they have to offer. 

In Christ’s Love this Lenten Season,
Pastor Sadie
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Yesterday, I allowed Eli to go into Safeway with me for 
the first time in a year. His reaction was adorable, as he 
looked around in wonder and noted the changes; self-
check-out stations, Starbucks upgraded. Eli wanted to 
wander as if to remind himself of the possibilities, what 
food exists inside this store. He wanted to confirm for 
himself that the small cinnamon rolls (one of his 
favorites) that he’s been requesting, for the last 6 
months do in fact no longer exist, and we weren’t just not 
buying them for him. 

We were only in the store for about 10 minutes, moving quickly with purpose getting a few 
items we needed for dinner while out on our evening walk, but it was yet again a small 
reminder for me of how much our world has changed, and also how we can appreciate the 
things we already have knowledge of. Eli’s been to Safeway before, but a year away and it took 
on new appreciation.
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What is Lent?  Lent is a season of the Christian year where Christians focus on simple 
living, prayer, and fasting in order to grow closer to God.

When is Lent?  It's the forty days before Easter. Lent excludes Sundays because every 
Sunday is like a little Easter.  Basically, it's about one-tenth of a year (like a tithe of 
time).  Mardi Gras is the day before Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday.

Lent 101 -- the Basics* 

So the real beginning of Lent is Ash Wednesday?   Yes, Ash Wednesday usually 
begins with a service where we recognize our mortality, repent our sins, and return to 
our loving of God.  We recognize life as a precious gift from God, and we return our 
lives toward Jesus Christ.  We may make resolutions and commit to change our lives 
over the next forty days so that we might be more like Christ.  In an Ash Wednesday 
service, usually a minister or priest marks the sign of the cross on people's foreheads, 
using ashes. 

Why ashes?  In Jewish and Christian history, ashes are a sign of mortality and 
repentance.  Mortality, because when we die, our bodies eventually decompose and 
we become dust/dirt/ash/whatever. Repentance, because long ago, when people felt 
remorse for something they did, they would put ashes on their head and wear 
"sackcloth" (scratchy clothing) to remind them that sin is pretty uncomfortable and 
leads to a sort of death of the spirit.  This was their way of confessing their sins and 
asking for forgiveness.

So what is Lent?  At Jesus' baptism the sky split open, the Spirit of God, which 
looked like a dove, descended and landed on Jesus, and a voice from heaven said, 
"This is my Son, My Beloved, with whom I am pleased." Afterwards, as told in Mattew 
4:1-11, the In This Issue Spirit sent Jesus into the wilderness, where he fasted and 
prayed for 40 days. During his time there he was tempted by Satan and found clarity 
and strength to resist temptation.  Afterward, he was ready to being his ministry.

Maybe Jesus needed some time with God to sort through the major changes 
happening in this life. Maybe he needed to get away from family, friends, and the 
familiar routine in order to see God (and himself) more clearly.  Perhaps he wanted 
some intentional time with God as he searched for direction and answers.

Like Jesus, we may need to take some serious time time to pray and listen 
for God.

*“Lent 101” is copyright © 2010 The Upper Room, PO Box 340004, Nashville, TN 37203-0004. All Rights Reserved; 
used with permission. https://www.upperroom.org/resources/lent-101



Holy Week 
B E T H A N Y U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  2 0 2 1

March
28th 

Palm Sunday 
ONlINE WORSHIP 10:45am 

Easter Sunday 
In Person Outdoor
Worship 
8am, 9am, 10am 
register online 

APRIL
4TH 

Good Friday 
Stations of the Cross 
Drop in between 7-8pm
to move among the
outdoor stations at your
own pace 

APRIL 
2ND 

Maundy Thursday 
ONLINE WORSHIP 7pm 

APRIL
1ST 

ONLINE WORSHIP 10:45am

ONLINE WORSHIP 8pm 
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Please join us for Easter Sunday Worship, April 4th:

• Online at 10:45 am

• Or, join us for one of our outdoor in person Easter Sunday worship
services on April 4th, on our patio area.  At either 8am, 9am, or 10am.

• You must pre-register to attend, to ensure spacing and allowances in
compliance with covid-19 guidelines.  Services will be filled on a first
come, first served basis.  All covid-19 precautions will apply.

• Register here: https://bethanysf.breezechms.com/form/1e5e3f



Again & Again
Prayer Held Together & Transformed into Beauty

Bethany created a Lenten Prayer Wall for our Noe Valley Community. The goal of this project 
is to invite our community to prayer Again & Again throughout the season. We hope to fill 
the ampersand shape with our community prayers.  At the corner of Clipper & Sanchez, this 
is a location where pedestrians can interact with the display so that it can become a public 
art installation for the whole community. A BIG HUGE THANKS to Gloria Soliz for the 
design work including with worship, to Lyra Hall for helping to set up the large boards for 
the worship backdrop of "Piecing it Together" and for "Again & Again," to Alan Evangelista 
who built the wooden frame of the prayer wall, and to Bob Armstrong for installing it outside 
the building -- it takes a Village!  (resources were licensed from https://sanctifiedart.org)

Sanchez Street (in front of Bethany) 
has been designated as a "Slow 
Street" (no thru traffic) during the 
pandemic, which means lots of foot 
traffic.  Noe Valley Cafe (across the 
street) hosted a Valetine's Day 
event and we participated by 
offering a photo selfie backdrop 
hung on our building, along with a 
bags of small items to give away to 
families.

This was a great opportunity for us 
to meet many families in the 
neighborhood. 

Selfie Spot for 
Valetine's Day



The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) has implemented a Slow 
Streets program which is designed to limit through traffic on certain residential streets and 
allow them to be used as a shared space for people traveling by foot and by bicycle. 
Throughout the city, nearly thirty corridors have been implemented as a Slow Street. On 
these Slow Streets, signage and barricades have been placed to minimize through vehicle 
traffic and prioritize walking and biking. The goal of the Slow Streets program is to provide 
more space for socially distant essential travel and exercise during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Friends of Slow Sanchez is a group of Noe Valley neighbors and merchants who have 
banded together to promote community, safety, health, and art along the Sanchez slow 
street corridor. The group originally formed in June 2020 to address intersection safety but 
is now focused on a series of community-funded projects that benefit the neighborhood.  
The group supports designating Sanchez street in Noe Valley as a permanent slow 
street.  While the original intent of the Slow Street program was an emergency response to 
shelter-in-place order, they believe the Sanchez slow street has tremendous value for our 
community after the pandemic resides.  Bethany is seeking for ways to partner with the 
group.  For more information:  https://www.slowsanchez.com



Strengthening our Foundation
Bethany's 2021 Planning Retreat

On Saturday, February 13th, we held a Zoom planning retreat for the Bethany Community -- 
with the theme of "Strengthening Our Foundation."  Major kudos to Julie Freeman, Marilyn 
Herand, Gloria Soliz, and Steve Wereb for all the planning efforts!  And, major kudos to 
everyone who participated -- we had 25 people participating (as evidenced by the above Zoom 
screenshot) for a 2.5 hour Zoom call!  

The session was focused on continuing to live out our Mission.  After briefly celebrating our 
accomplishments in 2020 (ugh, while living with COVID-19 and being apart from one another), 
we divided into break-out groups organized by the four pillars of our mission statement:

• Offer Sanctuary
• Inspire Personal Transformation
• Foster a Faith Community
• Engage Locally and Globally in Social Justice

We captured a number of great ideas in Google Shared documents by each breakout group which 
will be further discussed in Covenant Council to set clear priorities for 2021.  From all the feedback 
it's pretty clear there is enthusiasm for working in these areas in 2021:

• Feeding the homeless along with supporting the Food Bank
• Establishing more Small Groups
• Strengthening connections within the Bethany Community (such as with the newsletter!)
• Connecting with Noe Valley and San Francisco Community by using our resources/building

And, we need everyone's help!

More to come ... but the commitment, creativity, and passion during the session was 
inspirational!



Lay Nominations for 2021
Covenant Council 

Chair: Juile Freeman*
 Secretary: Steve Wereb 

Representatives From:  

Finance: Steve Wereb 
SPRC: Jeff Friant/Josh Webster* 
Trustees: John Nelson 
Nurture: Shannon Horton  
Outreach: Cathy Personius 
Lay Member to AC: Bruce Pettit

At Large Members: 
Gloria Soliz 
Marilyn Herand 
Zach Brown  

Trustees: John Nelson, Chair
2021 2022 2023

Julie Freeman Bob Armstrong 

Rick Grube  Reid Bond  

Joel Creager 

John Nelson 
Jeannette Given Michael Eaton Shirley Perkins 

Staff Parish Relations Committee: Jeff Friant/Josh Webster*
2021 2022 2023
Jeff Friant Kate Armstrong Jeannette LaFors* 

We give thanks to God for all of 

those who serve on committees 

at Bethany UMC, and for those 

who have served in the past and 

transition off. The church only 

functions with strong laity, and 
we were very fortunate to have 
strong commitment and 
continuity in our leadership for 
2021.

Staff Parish Relations Committee: Jeff Friant 

Jeff Friant Kate Armstrong Jeannette LaFors 

Shannon Horton Josh Webster Elena Fuentes Afflick 
Gloria Soliz Jerry Winniczek Stan Watson* 

Lay Leadership & Nominations Committee: 
Rev. Sadie Stone, Chair 
2021
Steve Wereb  
Gloria Soliz  

2022
Dona Malan 
Shirley Perkins 

2023
    Jerry Winniczek     

Jeannette Given 

 Julie Freeman   
Finance Committee: Steve Wereb, Chair 

Treasurer: Steve Wereb 
Finance Secretary: Jerry Winniczek 
Trustees Rep: John Nelson    
Church Council Chair: Julie Freeman
SPRC Rep: Jerry Winniczek
At Large: Shirley Perkins  

     Bruce Pettit 

Lay Member to Annual Conference:  
    Bruce Pettit 
Alternate Lay Member to Annual Conference: 

Shirley Perkins
Young Adult Member to Annual Conference: 

Zach Brown 



Nurture: Shannon Horton, Chair 

Outreach: Cathy Personius, Chair 

Jeff Friant 
Julie Freeman 
Marilyn Herand 
Jeanette Givens 
Steve Wereb 
Zach Brown
Emerson Stone*
Lyra Hall*
Walter Thoma*

Worship: Pastor Sadie 
Gloria Soliz 
Jeff Friant  
Bruce Pettit   
Zach Brown
Lyra Hall* 
Ray Capiral*

*Indicates new this year

Called to Serve

Contact Us 
If you have articles, photos or announcements that 

you would like to share, please contact us! 

Bethany United Methodist Church 

1270 Sanchez St. 

San Francisco, CA  94114 

(415) 647-8393

bethanysfoffice@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanysf.org 

Looking ahead to Easter 

Dates to remember: 

Palm Sunday is March 28
Easter Sunday is April 4

March Birthdays 
1: Thomas MacBurney IV 

4: Reid Bond 

9: David Chavez 

15: Zach Brown

22: Liam Horton O’Connor 

26: Shirley Perkins 

31: Carolyn Nash 



The Board started the new year by electing officers in January, they are:  Chair, John 
Nelson; Vice Chair, Bob Armstrong; Treasurer, Rick Grube, Secretary, Shirley Perkins.   The 
remainder of the Board members are, Jeannette Given, Michael Eaton, Reid Bond, Julie 
Freeman and Joel Creager. 

Our building remains pretty much locked down due to the pandemic, however Moldovan 
Academy is open and operating at Bethany and two offices in the Admin wing continue to be 
rented to SF CARD (SF Community Agency Responding to Disaster) and LGBT Tobacco 
Education Partnership.  We will also continue to be a poling location for elections that are 
held twice a year.  All other previous building tenants are not operating at Bethany at this 
time, which include Curry without Worry, SANGHA – Yoga Meditation, SURJ – showing up 
for Racial Justice in SF, AA, The Girl Scouts as well as periodic college student groups from 
Stanford, UCLA and Vanderbilt.  

The Trustees oversee the repairs and maintenance of the church building and Parsonage, 
manage the tenants, contract and manage our vendors and head up capital improvement 
projects.  Even though we are managing through a pandemic and our building is not at full 
capacity there remain ongoing items that need our attention. Currently, the Trustees are 
working on:

Bethany Church Building
1. Replacing 2 windows that are broken in the Admin wing.  This project is underway.
2. Basement clean out occurring on February 27th with new storage guidelines, new

storage containers and shelfing.
3. Completed the annual fire sprinkler and alarm test.
4. In the process of contracting with a new HVAC contractor.
5. In the process of upgrading and improving the audio-visual system.

Parsonage
1. Replacing the backyard fence.  This project is underway.
2. Completed needed plumbing issues.
3. In the process of obtaining a proposal to repair and/or replace the roof.

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to reach out to any of the Board 
Members!

Board of Trustees
by John Nelson



Budget Update 

by Steve Wereb 

The charts below give a picture of our Church Operating Budget for 2021.  We have Budgeted Donations 

and Expenses of $175,000.  About 88% of our donations (or $153,700) comes from pledges.  Pledges and 

timely donations are critical for us to operate the church!  About 72% of our expenses are for our Staff, 

16% is for our Conference Tithe (which is calculated as 10% of our donations and rental income), and 

12% of expenses are for a variety of costs (including our Worship Service, our Programs, and Office 

Expenses).  Our Tithe supports the greater United Methodist Church and is important for our standing in 

the denomination. We are fortunate that the rental income from our building basically funds utility costs 

and repairs & maintenance costs and is managed by the Trustees.   

Thru February this year, our total donations have been $12,300 and our expenses have been $24,000. 

Remaining collections for the year need to be $162,700 to meet our budget.  For last year in 2020, we 

once again finished in strong financial shape – with donations of $172,100 and expenses of $155,400. 

Thank you to everyone for all your financial support.  Your financial gifts are the foundation for our 

services and community.  Kind regards, Steve Wereb, Treasurer 

Bethany UMC -- Actual Budget Results, thru February 2021

Budgeted Donations for 2021: $175,000 =>

Actual Donations thru 2/28/21: $12,300 =>

==> Left to go $162,700

Budgeted Expenses for 2021: $175,000 =>

Actual Expenses thru 2/28/21: $24,000 =>

==> Left to go $151,000

Annual Budget Results

$153,700 

$21,300 

Donations $175,000

Pledges Other Donations

$127,000 

$27,400 

$20,600 

Expenses $175,000

Staff Conference Tithe Other Expenses



Get Connected with our Community
Getting to Know You:  Steve Wereb

Gloria Soliz has volunteered with Daly City Active Adults to lead, "Sing Along 
with Gloria" on 1st and 3 Tuesdays of the month at 11 a.m. through May 2021.

Q: How long have you been coming to Bethany? Why did you join?

Q: Why Bethany now?
A: Being part of Bethany grounds me and nourishes my soul.  
I can just be who I am -- to the community and God.  I find 
joy in using my talents and resources for God's work and for 
the betterment of the community. I'm a big supporter of our 
mission statement and all the work we're doing.

Q: How do you participate in the life of the church?
A: I'm Chair of the Finance Committee and Treasurer.  I also 
participate in Nurture & Outreach.  Right now, I've taken a 

A: I first attended Bethany in 2000.  Everyone was very 
welcoming and down to earth.  There was tremendous 
diversity in everyone's background.  It was a "gay friendly 
church" but that was just another aspect of the community ... 
gay/straight, young/old, different ethnic backgrounds, etc. ... 
all blending into an authentic faith community.

break from my work life to put more focus on Bethany, especially on Communications 
(including newsletters!). With COVID-19 and an Online world, there's lots to do.



Get Connected for Volunteer Opportunities 
Feed the Homeless:  About every three weeks we
assemble 100 Bagged Lunches to distribute to the homeless. 
You can help by:
• Contributing food:

o 100 sandwiches (meat/cheese preferred but PB&J
ok) - please sign up in increments of 25 sandwiches

o 100 individual bags of chips
o 100 water bottles and/or juice pouches/boxes
o 100 soft fruit pieces (bananas or oranges - suggest

2 or 3 per bag if small oranges/tangerines;
applesauce ok as well)

o 100 individual dessert items.
• Help assemble food into lunch bags at the church
• Help distribute to the homeless in the city
• Contact person is Shannon Horton

Join our Food Bank Team:   We would like to
organize a team of people to volunteer at the Food Bank.  
You can help by: 

• Volunteers are needed to pick up food bags and deliver
them to individual households.  These volunteer shifts
are for 2-3 hours on weekday mornings and afternoons.
Delivery could be done individually or could be arranged
in pairs. In one car, one person would use the Food
Bank smart phone app to map out the routes while the
other person drives.

• Volunteers are needed at pop-up Food Banks or to
package food.  There are shifts weekday and Saturday
mornings and afternoons (2-3 hours) to work at outdoor
pop-up Food Banks or to package food in the warehouse
on Illinois St.  With some planning ahead of time, we
would sign up as a team.

• Contact person is Cathy Personius

Contribute to Monthly Sock Drive:  We are beginning a
monthly sock drive to benefit the homeless.  You can help by:

• Donating new socks (preferably white). Sock drop-off days will be
scheduled at the church.  Contact person is Bob Armstrong.

Interested in any of these opportunities?  
Contact us at:  bethanysf.org/contact

Participate in Worship Service:  You can be a "Ditigal Liturgist" or
"Zoom Fellowship Host." Contact person is Steve Wereb to get on our rotation list.

Special community  
"Thank You" to Bob 
Gordon (Project Director 
of the California LGBT 
Tobacco Education 
Partnership and one of 
our renters) for his 
donation of an office 
bookcase and a file 
credenza for the music 
program. Thank you!



Get Connected for Personal Growth

Interested in this book study?  
Contact us at:  bethanysf.org/contact

Don't miss our "Lack of Talent Show" on March13th Online
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