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Worship Celebration: February 17, 2021                             Online Worship 7pm 
Bethany United Methodist Church                                                                          Ash Wednesday    
 
 
PRELUDE All Who Belong Here  The Many 

WELCOME 
 
UNISON PRAYER 

Creator God, 
There is a rumbling in us that won’t let go. 
It stirs in us like the wind stirs leaves—inviting us to move, drawing us forth.  

When we’re quiet, we know that rumble is the Holy Spirit, Dancing love awake in us. 
So we’re here. 
And we’re still.  

And we’re quiet. 
And on this first day of Lent, we’re asking you to draw near. 
As we hear your scripture read aloud, open the door for us to move.  
Invite us in. Rumble us awake. 
Gratefully we pray, Amen.  

*OPENING HYMN                                      Sunday’s Palms are Wednesday Ashes  TFWS #2138                           
     

1.  Sunday’s palms are Wednesday’s ashes, as another Lent begins. 
Thus we kneel before our Maker in contrition for our sins. 
We have marred baptismal pledges, in rebellion gone astray; 
Now returning, seek forgiveness; grant us pardon, God, this day. 
 
2.  We have failed to love our neighbors; their offenses to forgive. 
Have not listened to their troubles, nor have cared just how they live. 
We are jealous, proud, impatient, loving over-much our things. 
May the yielding of our failings be our Lenten offerings. 
 
3.  We are hasty to judge others, blind to proof of human need. 
And our lack of understanding demonstrates our inner greed. 
We have wasted earth’s resources; want and suffering we’ve ignored. 
Come and cleanse us, then restore us, make new hearts within us, Lord! 

READ & REFLECT | Beginning with Honesty		

Genesis 3:19b  “From dust you came, and to dust you shall return.”  

REFLECT 
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HYMN  Shepherd Me O God  
 
[Refrain] 
Shepherd Me, O God beyond my wants, beyond my fears, from death into life. 
 
1.  God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want. 
I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love. 
I walk by the quiet waters of peace.  [Refrain] 
 
2.  Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul. 
You lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth. 
My spirit shall sing the music of your name.  [Refrain] 
 
3.  Though I should wander the valley of death, 
I fear no evil, for you are at my side. 
Your rod and your staff my comfort and my hope.  [Refrain] 
 
4.  You have set me a banquet of love in the face of hatred; 
Crowning me with love beyond my pow’r to hold.  [Refrain] 
 
5.  Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the days of my life. 
I will dwell in the house of my God forevermore. [Refrain] 
 
READ Invited by Sarah Are 
 
REFLECT 
 
COMMUNITY PRAYER  
 
LORD’S PRAYER   
Our God who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 
IMPOSITION of ASHES 
 
HYMN Beautiful Things 
 
All this pain, I wonder if I’ll ever find my way. 
I wonder if my life could really change at all. 
All this earth, could all that is lost ever be found? 
Could a garden come up from this ground at all? 
 
You make beautiful things; You make beautiful things out of the dust. 
You make beautiful things; you make beautiful things out of us. 
 
All around, hope is springing up from this old ground. 
Out of chaos, life is being found in You. 
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You make beautiful things; You make beautiful things out of the dust. 
You make beautiful things; You make beautiful things out of us. 
You make beautiful things; You make beautiful things out of the dust. 
You make beautiful things; You make beautiful things out of us. 
 
You make me new; You are making me new. 
You make me new; You are making me new. 
 
You make beautiful things; You make beautiful things out of the dust. 
You make beautiful things; You make beautiful things out of us. 
You make beautiful things; You make beautiful things out of the dust. 
You make beautiful things; You make beautiful things out of us.v 
 

 
*CLOSING PRAYER 

God of open doors, 
Open arms, 
And open conversations, 
We know 
Deep in our souls 
That you are forever inviting us in. 
Again and again, 
You invite us to take another step closer, Another step deeper, 
Another step further, 
In this journey of faith. 
So with your invitation in our hands, 
We pray for strength and wisdom. 
Show us the next right step in this journey. We are here. 
You are here. 
This is holy ground. 
May this holy Lenten journey begin 
Once again. 
Gratefully we pray, 
Amen.  
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