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From Pastor Sadie  
I always look forward to back to school season because it always 

feels like the start of a new year. Summer is such a busy time, 

with travel and time away, and while my trip to the Philippines was 

life changing and eye-opening, I'm grateful to be back home. 

Ready to start planning events for our fall and winter and begin to 

even think about the advent season which will be upon us soon, 

and ready to share with all of you about the trip. 
 

In our return from the Philippines part of the commitment that 

Thomas and I made was to come back to our home and commu-

nities and share the stories that we heard. Some of you got to 

hear a little bit about my trip in a sermon message I shared on my 

first, jet-lagged, sick Sunday back, but in September Thomas and 

I will be offering more concrete and visual presentations to share 

what we saw and did in the Philippines.  
 

Thomas will be preaching on September 11th for all of you and on another evening we'll host a din-

ner, a do a Q&A presentation so you can see our pictures and we can engage in conversation about 

the work of justice in the Philippines and how we are called to be in solidarity here. Our actions can 

have a global impact for better or worse and I became more acutely aware of that during my trip over-

sees. I hope you'll make some time to hear about our trip and about the ways we can have interna-

tional solidarity with the people of the Philippines. 
 

Many Blessings, 

Pastor Sadie  

Coffee Hour Hosts 
 

If you are interested in volunteering to host coffee hour, 
we are looking for new hosts! Given current rotation, the 
commitment is to host typically once every two months or 
so. Or you can volunteer to do it on a trial basis to try it 
on for size! You need NOT be a gourmet to volunteer or 
be prepared to host a meal. A light snack during fellow-
ship is absolutely perfect. Please contact Joan Harp and 
Laura Fischer at laurajoan60@att.net and Shannon Hor-
ton (shannon.horton@kkr.com) if you wish to volunteer. 
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Budget Update 
Please find at right the churchôs operating budget status through July 31, 2016. Total collections in the 

month of July were $10,923 and total expenses were $11,270.  Total year-to-date collections through 

July were $116,034 (in comparison to full year 

budgeted collections of $173,688). Total year-to-

date expenses were $81,838 (in comparison to full 

year budgeted expenses of $154,866). Currently, 

based on trends through July, we estimate total 

2016 collections of about $160,000 and total 2016 

expenses of about $158,000 for a modest net posi-

tive position of $2,000 for the year.  Thank you to 

everyone who has pledged and is timely with your 

payments. And thank you to everyone for all your 

financial support. The financial strength of our 

church is an important foundation for our works and 

community. 

Dear Bethany friends, 
 

Thank you for the many notes you have sent me since my election to the episcopacy. During the 

time of discernment at the Western Jurisdiction Conference, I had the opportunity to share my faith 

journey with all the delegations. Each time I told it, I was struck by the prominent role you have 

played in my development as a pastor, prophet, and person. 
 

From the very beginning of our shared ministry, you not just encouraged but challenged me to be 

my fullest, most authentic self. You refused to let me live in the closet. While The United Methodist 

Church was enacting a ñDonôt Ask, Donôt Tellò policy, you asked and you expected me to tell! And 

then, together, we told the world about the remarkable ministry that can happen when ALL mem-

bers of a community can be their most authentic self. 
 

You taught me how to do ministry from the margins and to be willing to take risks for the sake of the 

Gospel. You showed me how to dream big for Godôs sake, and to live into the possibilities of those 

dreams. 
 

I will continue to carry you all in my heart as Robin and I move to the Denver area. I humbly ask that 

you hold us in your prayers as we serve the church in this new way. 
 

With much love, 

Karen 
 

Bishop Karen Oliveto 

Senior Pastor, Glide Memorial Church 



Oliveto Sent From Bethany 
To Be Bishop in Denver  

 
By Bruce Pettit 
Member, Bethany UMC 
 

The Rev. Dr. Karen Oliveto said on August 13 that 
Bethany United Methodist Church vetted her hard 
when she became pastor there in 1992. Bethany had 
actually suggested her for its pastor, telling the appointing power it wanted a gay or lesbian.  
 

But because the UMC Book of Discipline prohibits gays and lesbians from ordination, Rev. Oliveto told 
Bethanyôs staff parish committee that she had to be in the closet. The committee responded, she said, 
with: ñNo, Karen, that is not why we brought you here.ò Bethany wanted her to challenge the church. 
 

Now Rev. Oliveto is challenging the church as never before ï even after presiding at LG weddings 
(also prohibited by Discipline) during San Franciscoôs 2004 Winter of Love. She is now the first open 
UMC LGBT bishop in the world. The Western Jurisdiction of the UMC, in Scottsdale AZ in July, elected 
her on the 17th ballot.  
 

Bethany, in 1984, became the fifth ñReconciling Congregationò in the United States ï one aiming for 
full inclusion of LGBT people into all aspects of the United Methodist Church.  There are now 785 such 
faith communities in the world. For the celebration on August 13, Oliveto chose Bethany as the venue 
from which she was to be sent forth by the California area into her new venture. About 125 attended. 

 

Bishop Oliveto started on Sept. 1 as episcopal leader of the 
Mountain Sky area of the UMC. It includes Colorado, Utah, Mon-
tana, and Wyoming. The Rev. John Oda, a leader in the UMC 
reconciling movement for LGBT inclusion, reported that some 
churches in those states are unhappy over the assignment. 
 

Bishop Warner H. Brown, as one of his last official acts for the 
California-Nevada area, sent Oliveto forth with a blessing on that 
Saturday last month from the Noe Valley church she served for 

12 years ï until 2004, when she felt forced out of local church ministry by the national publicity around 
her marrying two gay men in the Bethany sanctuary. She secured an academic dean position at Pacif-
ic School of Religion in Berkeley for 2004 to 2008, when she was appointed to Glide Memorial United 
Methodist Church in San Francisco. 
 

The Rev. Israel Alvaran, a reconciling leader, reported to the well-wishers the persuasion job that he 
and the Rev. Kristin Stoneking did on Oliveto to get her even to offer a candidacy in the few weeks be-
fore the election. The Rev. Matt Pearson of Sonoma UMC told how he anxiously watched the plodding 
live-stream of the election from Scottsdale ï before he let out a screaming yell at his computer when 
the Oliveto victory finally happened. Pearson led the well-wishers in a thundering imitation of that 
scream ï for two minutes the loudest decibels ever resounding off the acoustical panels inside Betha-
nyôs four-year-old sanctuary. 
 

Bishop Brown compared Olivetoôs task to that of Jackie Robin-
son, the first African-American who, in 1947, integrated major 
league baseball. Being the ñfirstò of anything is always the hard-
est, he said. People will pounce on every minor mistake, and, 
say, ñSee, we told you!ò But Brown also urged the Oliveto well-
wishers to be patient with folks as they come around to new 
ways of seeing the world ï and celebrating what God can do. 
 

The Rev. Sadie E. Stone is now pastor of Bethany ï inviting 
people in Noe Valley into ñwhat God can do.ò 



 
 
 
 

Bethany Cares SF Food Bank 

Sign up with Josh Webster;  

webste28@gmail.com; 517-410-7034.  

Our upcoming volunteer dates are:  

Saturday, September 10: 9am-12pm 

Thursday, October 13: 4pm-6pm 

Saturday, November 5: 9am-12pm  

Bethany Holiday Fair  �Ô Saturday November 19th  �Ô10am �z 2pm 
Please let us know if you are aware of any vendors that may want to partici-

pate. We are also looking for someone from Bethany to coordinate the 

Treasure Sale portion of the Holiday Fair. Lastly, we are hoping to widen 

our publicity of this event in the monthôs leading up to the event. So, please 

let us know if you have neighborhood/local networks in mind that we can 

advertise through or are otherwise connected with local merchants which 

may allow advertising. Please contact Gloria Soliz (glosol@aol.com) and 

Shannon Horton (shannon.horton@kkr.com) with your thoughts and ideas.  

In August, Bethany hosted a youth group from the  
Community United Methodist church in Clovis, California. 
Earlier in the summer, we welcomed a youth group from 
the First United Methodist Church of Mesa, Arizona. 

Bethany T -shirts are in the works!  
 

 

Do you think we should design a new Bethany t-shirt? We do too!!! From working at the Food Bank, to 

Interfaith outreach nights, to Mary Elizabeth Inn events, Bethany could be sporting UMC and Reconcil-

ing Ministries pride. We would like to form a small committee to create a design and arrange for plac-

ing an order for the church. Because we're buying the shirts in bulk (all sizes included as one order) 

the cost will be relatively low, definitely under $20. After the t-shirt is designed, we will spend about a 

month displaying a proof, and collecting orders and payments from parishioners. If you miss the dead-

line, check with Elizabeth P. or pastor Sadie; we will make every attempt to connect with all active 

members to assure everyone has a chance to snag one if desired. So check your worship bulletins 

and church email communications for updates on our progress, soon to include the dates to order! 

-Elizabeth 
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