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BETHANY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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Third Sunday in Covid- 19  

 

 
 

1270 Sanchez Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 

415-647-8393 
Rev. Sadie Stone 

Music Director Katelyn Tan 
 

 
 

Guided by God’s radical love for all, Bethany seeks to… Offer sanctuary, Inspire 
personal transformation, Foster a faith community, and Engage locally and 

globally for social justice. 
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Bethany News and Notes 

 
Sunday, March 29, 2020 Sunday, April 5, 2020 
Greeter: Everyone Greeter: Everyone 
Lay Worship Leader: All of you Lay Worship Leader: All of you 
Fellowship: Whatever is in your kitchen                          Fellowship: Whatever is in your kitchen 
  

Unfortunately, our City leaders still have not moved to house our homeless neighbors during this dangerous 
health crisis, despite the fact that there are 30,000 vacant hotel rooms available, with hotels ready and willing to 
make rooms available.  
 
Therefore we are asking you to email or call the Mayor's office to ask the City to move quickly to save 
lives.  

 
San Francisco Mayor London Breed -- Call Forwarding Number: 877-754-0462 -

- Email: MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org 
Emails may be more effective since voicemail is often full; please cc: comms@faithinactionba.org so that we 

can track how many emails we send 
  

Sample Script: “As a person of faith, I call on you to implement ASAP the current proposal to offer vacant 
hotel rooms to all the un-housed, so that they can safely shelter in place.” 

 
During this pandemic, it is time for us as faith leaders, as representatives of our respective Church to end the 
silence, to speak out on behalf of the most vulnerable among us. Will you join our call? 
 

What's Up at Bethany This Week! 
Sunday March 29 
Worship At Home 
 

Monday March 30 
Shelter in Place 
 

Tuesday March 31 
Shelter in Place 
 

Wednesday April 1  
Shelter in Place 
 
 
 

 

Thursday April 2   
Shelter in Place 
 

Friday April 3 
Shelter in Place 
 

Saturday April 4 
Shelter in Place 
 
Sunday April 5  
Palm Sunday 
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Worship Celebration: March 29, 2020                 Online Worship 10:45am                              
Bethany United Methodist Church                 Fifth Sunday in Lent  | Third Sunday in Covid-19    
 

WE GATHER IN COMMUNITY FROM OUR HOMES 
 
PRELUDE A Wilderness Wanderingi Bethany Ensemble
  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pastor Sadie 

*CALL TO WORSHIP   
One: We have been in the wilderness— 
All: Discerning and working, seeking and dreaming. 
One: We have been in the wilderness— 
All: Grieving and wondering, praying and hoping. 
One: We have been in the wilderness— 
All: Longing and running, creating and waiting. 
One: We have been in the wilderness, but we have not been alone; for God walks with us, every step of the 
way. 
All: So let us worship the God of our darkest nights and our brightest days. 
One: Let us worship Holy God. Amen.1 

 
*OPENING HYMN We Are Called   TFWS #2172 
 
1. Come! live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 
We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God! 
 
Refrain:  
We are called to act with justice. We are called to love tenderly. We are called to serve one another, to walk 
humbly with God. 
 
2. Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear! We are called to be hope for the hopeless, so 
all hatred and blindness will be no more! Refrain 
 
3. Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one! God will reign and we'll walk with each 
other as sisters and brothers united in love! Refrain:.ii 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT  Pastor Sadie 
 
PRAYER HYMN Spirit of the Living God TFWS #2193 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. Melt me, mold me, fill 
me, use me. Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.iv 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 
PASTORAL PRAYER                                                           Pastor Sadie 
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LORD’S PRAYER   
Our God who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

WE ENGAGE THE WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READING    John 11:1-45  

11Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the 
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the 
sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness 
does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.’ 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was 
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews 
were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 9Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours 
of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those 
who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ 11After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ 12The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he 
was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was 
not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-
disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 

Jesus the Resurrection and the Life 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18Now Bethany was 
near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. 21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I 
know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise 
again.’ 24Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25Jesus said to 
her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 

Jesus Weeps 

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is 
here and is calling for you.’ 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not 
yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in 
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and 
said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and 
the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, 
‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35Jesus began to weep.36So the Jews said, 
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‘See how he loved him!’ 37But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 
kept this man from dying?’ 

Jesus Raises Lazarus to Life 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus 
said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead for four days.’ 40Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 
see the glory of God?’ 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘God, I thank you for 
having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, 
so that they may believe that you sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come 
out!’ 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and 
had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

  
*HYMN OF PREPARATION                         Just A Closer Walk With Thee                         FWS #2158 
 
1. I am weak but Thou art strong; Jesus keep me from all wrong I'll be satisfied as long as I walk, let me walk 
close to thee. 
 
Refrain 
Just a closer walk with Thee Grant it Jesus, is my plea, daily walkin' close to thee: Let it be, dear Lord, let it be. 
 
2. Through this world of toils and snares, if I falter Lord, who cares? Who with me my burden shares? None but 
Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee. Refrain 
 
3. When my feeble life is o'er, time for me will be no more; guide me gently, safely o'er to thy shore dear Lord, 
to Thy shore. Refrainv 
 
SERMON Wilderness: Grief & Joy Pastor Sadie 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD 
 
INVITATION TO OFFERING 
Visit our website at www.bethanysf.org to give online 
Mail your tithes/offering to our church office at: 
         1270 Sanchez Street, San Francisco, CA 94114 
Text to Give: 415-965-5876 text the amount you’d like to give 
  
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Holy God, you are with us in our grief and our joy, you are the resurrection and the life. While our days 
and even moments are uncertain, you remain steadfast. We thank you for your ever-abiding love and 
promise and we dedicate these gifts to do your service now and always. Amen.  
 

 
 
 

WE SPEAK TO THE WORLD 
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*CLOSING HYMN I Am the Resurrection  Congregation  
 
I am the resurrection and the life; all who believes in me will never die. 
I am the resurrection and the life; all who believes in me will live a new life. 
 
1. I have come to bring the truth; I have come to bring you life; If you believe then you shall live. 
 
Refrain 
I am the resurrection and the life; all who believes in me will never die. 
I am the resurrection and the life; all who believes in me will live a new life. 
 
2. In my word all people come to know It is love which makes the Spirit grow If you believe then you shall live. 
 
Refrain 
I am the resurrection and the life; all who believes in me will never die. 
I am the resurrection and the life; all who believes in me will live a new life. 
 
3. Keep in mind the things that I have said; Remember me in the breaking of the bread If you believe, then you 
shall live. 
 
Refrain 
I am the resurrection and the life; all who believes in me will never die. 
I am the resurrection and the life; all who believes in me will live a new life. vii 
 
 
*BENEDICTION  Pastor Sadie 
 
1Prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
 
iTITLE: A Wilderness Wandering; WORDS & MUSIC: Jim Strathdee, 2011. CCLI #1103931. 
iiTITLE: We Are Called; WORDS:; MUSIC: David Haas, 1988. CCLI #1103931. 
ivTITLE: Spirit of the Living God; WORDS: Daniel Iverson, 1926 (Acts 11:15); MUSIC: Daniel Iverson, 1926. CCLI #1103931. 
vTITLE:: Just a Closer Walk With Thee; WORDS: MUSIC: Anon.. CCLI #1103931. 
viiTITLE: Music: Ray Repp, Text & Music: Otter Creek, 1967. CCLI #1103931. 
 
 


