
Lenten Reflection 
 

“Lent finds many of us in the midst of very personal wilderness experiences—the wilder-
ness of discerning a major life change, the wilderness of starting anew under the shroud 

of grief, the wilderness of seeking connection in a deeply polarized culture, the wilder-
ness of finding your way through a difficult season, the wilderness of listening for God in 

the swirl of questions and doubt, the wilderness of self-discovery and personal growth, 
the wilderness of getting lost over and over again. The good 
news of the wilderness is that nothing is static or still. Grains 

of sand harden into stone. The mid-day heat gets swallowed 
up by evening’s chill. The creatures of the day fall quiet as the 

creatures of the night awake. Everything is always in transi-
tion, ever-changing. The wilderness is harsh and sometimes 

scarce, but new life persists in unexpected places. Even if you are walking in circles, you 

are getting somewhere. And so, this Lent, we invite you to join us in asking, ‘Where is 
God meeting me in the wilderness? What can the wilderness teach me? What do I need 

to learn before I can find my way out?’” (— REV. LISLE GWYNN GARRITY, FOUNDER, 
CREATIVE DIRECTOR) 
 

Unlike Advent, Lent has a way of sneaking up on us. In part because it’s start date is dif-

ferent every year, and because our culture hasn’t found a way to capitalize on the 40 
days of intentionality that goes along with the season. There are no commercials, or dec-
orations starting months out, instead Lent arrives with Ash Wednesday, a sign of the 

cross made on our foreheads as we remember our shared humanity.  
 

Lent, this season is a season of wilderness, a time of finding and reflecting on what that 
wilderness is for each of us and taking a moment to stop and breath. To listen to the still 

small voice of God who continues to be present with us all. My days as of late have been 
13 hours long, between building needs, health demands, 

church obligations, I’m up and moving for 13 hours and 
when I arrive home at 9:30pm my body is exhausted. I was 
grateful for the Thursday evening fireside service because it 

was the first time that entire day when I got to sit for 30 
minutes. I was grateful to be outside, around the fire, with 

the wind blowing, reminding myself to take a breath and 
slow down. Most of what seems so urgent will keep.  
 

I invite you to take moments to breath this Lent, to find new 

practices and devotions. To pray while washing your hands, 
to breathe deeply when feeling stressed, to be still and 
know. Let us use the reflectiveness of the season to our ad-

vantage and find God in our wilderness places. ~ Sadie 
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Crossroads brings you the news from Bethany United Methodist Church 

 



Easter Lilies 

Help us fill the sanctuary with lily plants for the Easter Season. You 

can make a donation in honor of, or in memory of loved ones, and 

their names will appear in the Easter bulletin. The plants are $12 

each. Look for the pastel half-sheet form in the Sanctuary! 

COVID-19 Response 
 

I'm sure at this point everyone is well versed in the virus known as the COVID-19 and 

the movement of the virus into the United States. I've been following recommendations 
closely from the CDC and other governing bodies so I can ensure that Bethany takes all 

the necessary precautions to ensure our worshipping community continues to be safe, 
especially for our vulnerable members.  
 

So we've made a few changes along with a reminder of the recommendations:  
 

1.) For the time being we will receive communion using small individual sanitized cups. 

For those of you who were in worship last week you know we already made that change.  
 

2.) We are discouraging shaking hands during the passing of peace. Waving, bowing, 
signing I love you, bumping elbows or feet, the live long and prosper signs, all possibili-

ties, but for the time being avoid touching hands.  
 

3.) Wash your hands often and for at least 20 seconds. There are lots of good songs to 
sing. One verse of each of the following will get you to your allotted 20 seconds: This lit-

tle light of mine, Come Thou Font of Every Blessing, Down to the River to Pray.  
 

4.) Don't touch your face. If you need to touch your face, only do so after washing your 
hands.  
 

5) If you're sick stay home. 
 

6.) Masks won't help if you're healthy, so don't hoard them or bother buying them in 
bulk. The medical professionals need them. That said if you do get sick and need a mask 

I have a few left over from the fire days.  
 

7.) Don't hoard supplies. Be prepared but if a few people hoard all the resources if 
leaves none for the masses.  
 

8.) Stay calm. This is not the first time a widespread virus has occurred, even in my life 

time. Take proper precautions, be prepared and if you haven't already get a flu shot. 
While it won't protect against this virus it can help lessen the impact of the flu which is 

also dangerous.  
 

I'll stay updated on information but aside from the above our church life will continue as 
normal with more hand washing. Lots of prayers for those medical workers in the thick of 
it, and prayers for calm spirits as we wait and see how things move forward. ~ Sadie 



Reflection on The Drag Altar 
                       by Gloria Soliz 

 

Inspiration for the worship centers and altars come from my per-

spective and faith as I reflect on our scripture. More often than 

not, my interpretations are literal and informed by a topic or the 

Christian Year. 
 

When our intern, Zach Brown, said that he was going to preach, I 

was excited. I asked, “Do you have a scriptural passage?” He 

texted, “Ephesians 6:10-18: The Armor of God.” Knowing he had 

also talked about “drag,” I texted to clarify. He replied, “…how 

drag is like our armor.” I responded, “Got it!” I also knew he was 

going to wear a sequence dress. He wanted something sparkly for 

the altar. 
 

Zach coordinated our first an-

nual drag night. He has worn a 

dress, a skirt, and many dangly earrings to church. He 

likes to express himself through drag. I not only want-

ed the altar to be sparkly and glittery, I wanted it to 

be reflective, revealing, translucent, transparent, and 

even have a hint of the rainbow Pride colors. 
 

At the beginning of that week, I decided to take Carole 

to Cliffs in The Castro as I have been promising. For 

Carole it was a step back in time as a native San Fran-

ciscan and a gay cultural experience. For me, it was 

an “artist day.” It was also the start of collecting the items to create the altar - a yard of 

sequence fabric, a large white fan, and a styrofoam head. We stopped by the Goodwill on 

West Portal decorated as vintage boutique to find a new pair of silver high-heals. Notions 

were later found at JoAnn’s. I began cutting the cardboard and heating plastic bottles. 

These materials went into the design of the armor of sequence, the glittery fan instead of 

a sword, a holographic purse instead of a shield, a pair of silver stilettos instead of boots, 

the crowning headdress instead of a helmet. 
 

Liberation and Queer theology is bringing our 

personal experience and perspective to scripture 

to reveal new insights and sacred truths. Zach 

with his southern humor revealed more about 

himself and helped us to understand the scrip-

ture in a new way in his sermon. The Armor of 

God became the Drag of God that not only pro-

tects but also allows us to express our deepest 

self. As our Call to Worship said, “God is the 

queerest one of all!” ~ 



We started Lent with an evening Ash Wednesday service which included various prayer 

stations and the imposition of ashes. To continue your Lenten practice join each Thurs-

day Evening for at 7pm for a fireside prayer service.  



Easter Sunday—Kid’s Egg Hunt 
 

Following Easter Sunday worship we will host an Easter Egg hunt for the children/youth, 

but they will not be hunting for candy this year. They will be hunting for eggs which will 

hold Bunny Bucks. These Bunny Bucks 

which will range in value and be used for 

the 

kids 

to 

select and purchase support animals from 

the Heifer International. Heifer International 

is a development organization working to 

end hunger and poverty around the world 

by providing livestock and training to strug-

gling communities around the 

globe. Children/youth will be able to redeem 

their Bunny Bucks for purchase of chickens, bunnies, goats, pigs and possibly a 

cow! Bethany's children/youth have raised over $1500 in our kid's mission coin offering 

and we look forward to having them support Heifer International as part of this Easter 

Sunday activity! Please remember to bring your coins each Sunday to donate to the mis-

  

 

Bethany will once again participate in the San Francisco Interfaith Council's 

  WinterFaith Shelter Walk 2020 

Supporting the San Francisco Interfaith Winter Shelter 
 

Sunday, March 29 at 1:30 pm at Lake Merced 

(Meet at Parking Circle at intersection of Lake Merced and Sunset Blvds.) 

Be sure to wear your Bethany t-shirt!  

                     For more info, contact Pastor Sadie! 

48 Pillars Art Show 
 

Bob Armstrong has two pieces of artwork from his carved 

painting series in the "48 Pillars" show at the Arc Gallery, 

1246 Folsom Street. The show will run until March 28th. The 

gallery hours are Wednesdays and Thursdays from 1 to 6pm, 

and Saturdays from 12 to 3pm. 24 artists will have two piec-

es of tall, slender artwork in the show, hence the name "48 

Pillars". The website can be found at this link:  

https://www.arc-sf.com/48-pillars-2020.html  



Board of Trustees 
by John Nelson 

 

It has been a very busy year so far for the Board of Trustees. The Board started the new 

year by electing officers in January, they are: President, John Nelson; Vice President, 

Bob Armstrong; Treasurer, Rick Grube, Secretary, Shirley Perkins.  The remainder of the 

Board members are, Jeannette Given, Michael Eaton, Reid Bond, Julie Freeman and new 

to the Board this year we welcomed Joel Creager! If you have any questions or concerns 

please feel free to reach out to any of the Board Members! 
 

Our church building continues to be a very vibrant and well used building. Our building 

tenants include Moldovan Academy, Curry without Worry, SANGHA – Yoga Meditation, 

SURJ – showing up for Racial Justice in SF, AA, The Girl Scouts, CA LGBT Tobacco Edu-

cation Partnership, SF Community Agency Responding to Disaster – SF CARD as well as 

periodic student college groups from Stanford, UCLA and Vanderbilt staying for week 

long periods at the church and doing mission work in San Francisco. We also open our 

church building as an election polling site twice a year and also host a variety of con-

certs, weddings and special events. We continuously receive new requests and we re-

view them each month at our board meetings. 
 

The Trustees oversee the repairs and maintenance of the building, manage the tenants, 

contract and manage our vendors and head up capital projects. A capital project cur-

rently underway is upgrading our entire security system. The new system includes exte-

rior cameras at both the Sanchez and Clipper street entrances which Pastor Sadie can 

view on her mobile phone, new touch display access entry pads at both Sanchez and 

Clipper Street entrances which include IP Intercoms, HD Cameras, video calling with end 

users and multi-class key fobs. We will now be able to assign key fobs or user codes to 

building users which allows us to move away from signing out keys. The system also in-

cludes answering stations which enables us to view who is requesting entrance and if 

authorized we can buzz them in. Once the system is fully installed and programmed we 

will be hold training sessions. 
 

We are also in the process of replacing our current phone and Wi-Fi vendor, Comcast 

with Sonic Fiber Optics. Sonic is a 100% Fiber Net Work which will provide a much fast 

internet connection and will be available throughout the entire building. The new system 

will include our phones, internet and audio visual and comes at a lower monthly premi-

um than Comcast. The fiber has already been installed and the new system will be up 

and running soon! As part of the new system, we will be installing an audio-visual com-

ponent that will include TV screens in the sanctuary which will be utilized for a variety of 

purposes including, but not limited to, special sermon series, hymnal songs, blessing of 

the pets as well as many other topics and events that Pastor Sadie develops. Many 

thanks to Steve Bauer who was spearheading this piece of the project prior to moving to 

Palm Springs and who recently donated $10,000 towards this project! Thank You Ste-

ve!!! 

(continued) 



Last year our Reconciling Exterior sign was unfortunately ripped off the building. The 

good news is that it is being repaired and the repairs are almost finished. Our sign will 

be re-installed in the very near future. 
 

And finally, the Board of Trustees along with a kitchen organization crew headed up by 

Cathy Personius will be holding a work day on Saturday March 28th from 9 am- 1 pm in 

preparation for Easter Sunday. Cathy and crew will continue to organize the kitchen and 

cabinets in the multipurpose room and will label all of the cabinets. Other work will take 

place in the basement cleaning and organizing it as well as power washing the court-

yard. Refreshments and snacks will be provided so please come and help out if you are 

able. ~ 

Confirmation 
Four of our youth started their confirmation journey this 

month. Please put them in your prayers and they learn about 

and ask important questions about their faith.  



Ashes and Life packs  

in the Haight 
 

Zach and Pastor Sadie took to the 

streets with Caryn Cranston of 

Seeds Homeless outreach to offer 

ashes and hand out life packs in the 

Haight neighborhood on Ash 

Wednesday. Seeds is going to be 

doing some San Francisco based 

ministry so stayed tuned for more 

information on how to get involved.  

Burying the A-word 
 

On our First Sunday of Lent we buried an Alleluia banner and bid farewell to what we call 

the "A-word" during the season of Lent, on Easter in the celebration of Jesus' resurrec-

tion we release our Alleluias. While I do this tradition primarily as a exercise for the chil-

dren in our church, (and my kids are experts at catching me or anyone using the word) 

the tradition of suspend-

ing the use of alleluia 

during the Lenten sea-

son goes back to at least 

the 5th century, and the 

custom of actually bid-

ding the word farewell, 

with some sort of for-

mality originated in the 

middle ages.  

Alleluia means "Praise 

the Lord" something we 

are encouraged to do at 

all times. However, the 

Lenten season takes on 

a more inwardly reflec-

tive time. Starting with 

examine our mortality in 

Ash Wednesday, and at 

Bethany this year looking at the practices that if we were willing to give us would allow 

us to trust and grow closer to God. And so, we have buried the Alleluia and on Easter 

Sunday with great joy and celebration we will celebrate our risen lord.  



Church Clean Up  

Saturday, March 28 
 

Church clean up day on Saturday 

March 28th starting at 10am. Join 

us in sprucing up our facility for 

the upcoming Easter celebration. 

Emmy is off to head a start!  



Budget Update 
by Steve Wereb 

 

The charts below give a picture of our Church Operating Budget for 2020.  We have 

Budgeted Income and Expenses of $173,000.  About 85% of our income (or $147,000) 

comes from pledges.  Pledges and timely donations are critical for us to operate the 

church!  About 72% of our expenses are for our Staff, 17% is for our Conference Tithe 

(which is calculated as 10% of our donations and rental income), and 11% of expenses 

are for a variety of costs (including our Worship Service, our Programs, and Office Ex-

penses).  Our Tithe supports the greater United Methodist Church and is important for 

our standing in the denomination. We are fortunate that the rental income from our 

building basically funds utility costs and repairs & maintenance costs and is managed by 

the Trustees.   
 

So far this year, thru February, our total collection income has been $35,000 

and our expenses have been $24,000.  Remaining collections for the year need 

to be $138,000 to meet our budget.  
 

Thank you to everyone for all your financial support.  Your financial gifts are the founda-

tion for our services and community.  Kind regards, Steve Wereb, Treasure 



Contact Us 
If you have articles, photos or announcements that 

you would like to share, please contact us! 
 

Bethany United Methodist Church 

1270 Sanchez St. 

San Francisco, CA  94114 

(415) 647-8393 
 

bethanysfoffice@gmail.com 
 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanysf.org 

Looking ahead to Easter 

Dates to remember: 

Palm Sunday is April 5 

Easter Sunday is April 12 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 10:30 Food Bank 
Collect 
Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 

2  Moldovan PS  
(PS hours: 8:30-5:30) 

6:30 Bell Appeal 
Rehearsal  

3  Moldovan PS  

Curry Without  

Worry 1-5 

 

4  Moldovan PS  

Confirmation 
Class 4pm 
SF Sangha  

Meditation 7-9 

5  Moldovan PS  

Lenten Service 7p 
Al-Anon 7-9 

6  Moldovan PS 

  

7   

8  Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
Night Ministry lunch-
making 12-1:30 
Girl Scouts 5-7 

9  Moldovan PS 

6:30 Bell Appeal 
Rehearsal  
  

10  Moldovan PS  

Curry Without  

Worry 1-5 

 

11  Moldovan PS  

Confirmation 
Class 4pm 
SF Sangha  

Meditation 7-9 

12  Moldovan PS 

Lenten Service 7p 
Al-Anon 7-9 

  

13  Moldovan PS  14 

 

15  Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
 

16  Moldovan PS  
6:30 Bell Appeal 
Rehearsal  
 

17  Moldovan PS  
Curry Without  
Worry 1-5 
 

18  Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 
Meditation 7-9 
 

19  Moldovan PS  

Lenten Service 7p 
Al-Anon 7-9 

20  Moldovan PS  
 

Youth Vocal 
Recital 6-8p 

21  Book Pitch-
O-Rama 7a-1p 

Overnight Youth 
Group thru 3/28 

22  Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
 

23  Moldovan PS  

6:30 Bell Appeal 
Rehearsal  

24  Moldovan PS  
Curry Without  
Worry 1-5 
 

25  Moldovan PS  

Confirmation 
Class 4pm 
SF Sangha 
Meditation 7-9 

26  Moldovan PS  

Lenten Service 7p 
Al-Anon 7-9 

27  Moldovan PS  28   

Church Clean-
up day 10am 

29  Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
Winter Shelter Walk 
1:30p 

30  Bell Appeal 
Rehearsal 6:30 

31   Curry Without  
Worry 1-5 

    

MARCH 2020 

March Birthdays 
1: Thomas MacBurney IV 

4: Reid Bond 

9: David Chavez 

15: Joan Harp; Zach Brown 

22: Liam Horton O’Connor 

26: Shirley Perkins 

31: Carolyn Nash 


