
It’s All About Perspective 
  

Part of what I love about children is their ability to see the world with fresh eyes. Many 

of us as adults have had our perceptions or opinions shaped by many years of experi-

ences and lessons and time. Many of us are perhaps even unaware of the forces that 

have been acting upon us that have help shape these assumptions.  
  

This became even more evident to me a few months ago when I took Emerson to see 

Hamilton. She hadn’t yet studied the American Revolution in school and she really was 

seeing this bit of history, presented in this format for the first time, and she asked me, 

“So who do we want to win? Was this a just war? What about the people who were al-

ready living in the land the colonists where fighting to liberate from England?” 
  

She hadn’t been taught U.S. history from a perspective that made everything our coun-

try did morally superior and right without question.  She was asking about the voices 

and the people who were left out of the story, her eyes were fresh, and her questions 

reflected that, without any agenda she was truly curious about the how and the whys.   
  

This is something all of us must continue to challenge ourselves to do, as we continue in 

our faith journeys. For those of us who have been attending church of years or decades, 

we’ve heard the stories, we know how “we” do things, and we’re comfortable with it. But 

sometimes we need to take on fresh eyes, and perspectives. See what we might be 

missing, and how the experience might be enhanced or different if allowed ourselves to 

step back and see things new. 
  

This might be reading scripture with a different lens, it might be opening ourselves to 

experiencing music in new ways, it might be worshipping in different expressions, and 

listening to those who have attended our church the least amount of time because their 

eyes are the newest and the freshest. They can see things in a 

way that those of us who have been here for awhile no longer 

can. Bethany will be working with a coach Jim Griffith who is go-

ing to help us see things anew and challenge us to try different 

things. My prayer is that we all do this with the openness of a 

child. Trusting that even if we don’t fully agree or understand 

knowing that in the process of the experience we may learn 

something unexpected. Let us enter with joy and open hearts 

fresh expressions of our faith, with the wonder and newness of a 

child. 
  

In Love, 

Pastor Sadie  
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Crossroads brings you the news from Bethany United Methodist Church 

 



We are pleased to announce Katelyn 
Tan as Bethany's new music director! 

 

Katelyn Tan began studying the piano at the age of 10. As a San Fran-
cisco native, she attended the San Francisco Ruth Asawa School of the Arts where she 

furthered her studies in music. Upon graduating from the University of the Pacific, where 
she received a B.M. in Piano Performance, Katelyn won positions at the San Francisco 
Ballet and San Francisco Opera where she currently works as one of their rehearsal pia-

nists. She is currently pursuing a masters degree at the San Francisco Conservatory of 
Music and is looking forward to graduating this May (2020). In her spare time she enjoys 

cooking, listening to true crime podcasts, and playing chamber music with friends. Wel-
come to the Bethany Family! 

 
Remembering the Philippines 

 

You know the whole “Jesus works in mysterious ways” thing? I am realizing more each 

week that this is a phrase that gives me comfort and not anxiety. He just pours out his 

love and we just have to sit back and say “yes.” Back in 2019 we spoke of knowing how 

to trust Christ, even in the midst of storms and fears we cannot control. So here’s the 

story of how saying “yes” changed my whole mindset. 
 

After saying yes to a trip across the world with no passport and only 2 ½ weeks until we 

departed I knew things would be at least a little stressful. We weren’t even allowed to 

know where we were going. But, here’s the thing: it wasn’t stressful at all. I thank this 

church, its trustees, and the Memorial funds used to sponsor my trip for being my 

glimpse at seeing Christ’s love poured out. All it took was me physically saying “yes” and 

the passport, the plane ticket and 4 loads of laundry took care of themselves. (Okay, 

maybe I had to do the laundry.) My fears, worries, and even personal ulterior motives 

took a backseat after I was humbled in knowing Christ was leading, and all I needed to 

do was follow. 
 

I, personally, cannot thank the Trustees for allowing me to use available funds to buy a 

plane ticket for this trip. Six months later and I am still impacted on a deep, spiritual lev-

el by what I witnessed and experienced in the Philippines.  
 

I think back on visiting a picket line held by the factory workers for PEPMACO, a cleaning 

chemical product manufacturer. I remember the photos of the burns they had suffered 

from not being given safety equipment, their experiences from being forced to work 12 

hours, 7 days a week, the attacks of excessive force and arrests of striking workers on 

the picket lines, their fatigue as they are only allowed one day off of work every 3 

months and, most importantly, the meal they shared with us. It was humbling and in-

spiring to meet people who refuse to give up in the face of evil. They worked as a com-

munity in which I think many churches could take note from. They supported each other, 

taking shifts so that someone was at the picket line at all times, bringing food to eat 

from other jobs and locations, and just simply by talking to each other and maintaining 

their resolve. It was astounding to me to see their heads still so high after they had been 

struck down so many times. Just as Jesus himself did as he asked for forgiveness for 

others while dying on a cross.  
 



I also vividly remember visiting with the mothers and sisters of Rise Up For Life: a local 

non-profit that speaks out against the extra judicial killings. Though we only had about 

an hour to hear all of the stories, and translation was at a minimum, I felt the full force 

of the pain, fear, and confusion that had encased a nation through these killings. Seeing 

a mother look endearingly at a photo of her late son and weep needs no language. (cont.) 

Hearing their cries for justice push through the pain and refuse to give up genuinely in-

spired me to be a better person. Especially since one of these Nanais (or, mothers) 

looked just like my own mother. This visit taught me that 

there are over 30,000 families who have felt this pain, 30,000 

saints that we must remember, and a battle cry you must be 

willing to join. 
 

I remember the bold Joy that the Filippino people shared with 

me as they joined us for meals, prayer, deep discussion and 

informational trips around the Luzon peninsula. I remember 

the laughter that was shared in Baguio City over eating goat 

intestines and borderline debilitating massages. I remember 

sharing in the beauty of the Cordilleras and touching the shy 

plants. I remember hearing the voice of God through the 

prayers said aloud in the Hospital chapel when visiting with 

Brandon Lee and his family. I remember the young children 

approaching me and mouthing only the word “money” be-

cause they are in so much need. I remember crawling over a 

crowd of people in a jeepnee. I remember not being able to keep down the evil fruit duri-

an in a train station. I remember feeling the connectedness of all of God’s people through 

leaving my American buble. 
 

Sadly, the situation in the Philippines has only gotten worse. The NCCP has been target-

ed as a communist front, amongst many other grassroots groups. The regime of Duterte 

and the political tyranny that diminish human rights in the Philippines are still in power 

and are still a threat. Your prayer, willingness to learn more on the Philippines and will-

ingness to be involved must still be strong. 

Sadie once said on the trip that “the liberation of some leads to the liberations of all.”  

Rev. Sadie and I had an unforgettable experience visiting our extended family, but it was 

not all just for making fun memories and sharing cute stories. It was about instilling in 

our communities the unresting zeal for justice that was shown to us on the other side of 

the world.                            

                       Salamat Po 

Zach Brown 

“It was humbling 

and inspiring to 

meet people who re-

fuse to give up in the 

face of evil. They 

worked as a commu-

nity in which I think 

many churches could 

take note from. ." 

Easter Lilies 

Help us fill the sanctuary with lily plants for the Easter Season. You 

can make a donation in honor of, or in memory of loved ones, and 

their names will appear in the Easter bulletin. The plants are $12 



 

Ash Wednesday 

 

Join us on Wednesday February 26th at 7pm for an 
Ash Wednesday service with the imposition of Ashes. 

All are welcome. 

Celebrating Bruce 

Laying hands on Bruce 

Bruce and Sadie 

Celebrating Bruce 



Bobby Jo Valentine at Bethany 

Sadie and Bobby Jo 

Bobby Jo at Bethany 

Bobby Jo Valentine 

Ray’s Last Sunday 



Thank you!!! 
To all the volunteers who made our bagged lunches last month for SF 

Ministry Open Cathedral. Our next service date is March 8th.  

Remembrance of Baptism 



 

Budget Update 
 

Bethany finished 2019 is strong financial shape.  Our actual donations exceeded our 

budget, and our expenses were slightly up to support child care, an intern, and a higher 

tithe to the Annual Conference – for a net surplus of $8,575.  For the 5th year in a row, 

we’ve paid our full tithe to the Annual Conference (at 10% of our donations and rental 

income, for $28,857).  Pledges provided about 80% of our donations.  Our budget funds 

our staff (71% of the budget), our tithe, and our programs & office expenses.  Through 

the separate Trustees budget, our rental income basically covers the overall building op-

erating cost and maintenance, and also helps to fund our tithe payment.   

Thank you to everyone for all your financial support.  Your financial gifts are the founda-

tion for our services and community.  Kind regards, Steve Wereb, Finance Chair 



Contact Us 
If you have articles, photos or announcements that 

you would like to share, please contact us! 
 

Bethany United Methodist Church 

1270 Sanchez St. 

San Francisco, CA  94114 

(415) 647-8393 
 

bethanysfoffice@gmail.com 
 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanysf.org 

February Birthdays 

1: Bruce Pettit 

2: Dylan Kelemen 

8: Harold Spiva 

12: Queen 

 

Looking ahead to Lent and Easter 

Dates to remember: 

Ash Wednesday is February 26  

Palm Sunday is April 5 

Easter Sunday is April 12 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  

2 10:30 Food Bank 
Collect 
Worship 10:45  

3 Moldovan PS  
(PS hours: 8:30-5:30) 

6:30 Bell Appeal 

4 Moldovan PS  

Curry Without  

Worry 1-5 

5 Moldovan PS  

SF Sangha  

Meditation 7-9 

6 Moldovan PS  

Al-Anon 7-9 

7 Moldovan PS 

  

8 ICHRP all day 

Great Books 
830a-430p 

9  Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
Greeter, Hospitality & 
Liturgist training 12p 
Girl Scouts 4-6p 

10 Moldovan PS 

6:30 Bell Appeal 
Rehearsal  
  

11 Moldovan PS  

Curry Without  

Worry 1-5 

 

12 Moldovan PS  

SF Sangha  

Meditation 7-9 

 

13 Moldovan PS 

Al-Anon 7-9 

  

14 Moldovan PS  15 

 

16 Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
 

17 *Presidents’ 
day* 
6:30 Bell Appeal 
Rehearsal  

18 Moldovan PS  
Curry Without  
Worry 1-5 
 

19 Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 
Meditation 7-9 
 

20 Moldovan PS  

Al-Anon 7-9 
21 Moldovan PS  
 

 

22  Day of Med-
itation 9a-5p 

23 Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
Girl Scouts 4-6p 

24 Moldovan PS  

6:30 Bell Appeal 
Rehearsal  

25  Moldovan PS  
Curry Without  
Worry 1-5 

26  Moldovan PS  

Ash Wednesday 
Worship 7pm 

27 Moldovan PS  

Al-Anon 7-9 
28 Moldovan PS  29  Overnight 

Youth Group 
thru Mar. 7 
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