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Pastor’s Message 

Advent is a season of waiting, but is idle 
waiting what God wants of us?  
 

In preparation for the coming Messi-
ah, we wonder together—what things 
can’t wait? What demands our immedi-

ate attention? What requires our work 
and preparation? What is it that God 

can’t wait for? Is it our praise, reconcili-
ation, and proclamation? Is it the end of 
suffering, isolation, and fear? This Ad-

vent, we invite you to join us in imagin-
ing, prioritizing, and preparing. 
 

As we wait, what can’t? 
 

Our sermons, worship, and daily advent devotionals will help us navigate the question of 
what can't wait, in a world filled with urgency, and great need.... and what can. My hope 
and prayer is that this advent season, we can find renewed hope and strength in our ad-

vent story and in the proclaiming of Emmanuel God with us.  
 

God has work for us to do, so why wait? To help juxtapose the things that can't wait, 
each Thursday evening during advent at 7pm around a fire 

we will gather for a calm contemplative worship service for 
30 minutes. An opportunity to be fully present to the joy, 

hope and wonder this season offers us. 
 

You'll see this theme reflected in our advent set designed by 
Gloria Soliz. The scene of a cozy home, with fire place. A 

setting of a calm and serenity, while in the background lies 
the skyline of our city, in need, ready for our work and our 
action. Together let's explore What can't wait... but also 

what can Amen. 
 

Advent 1 December 1st - Hope Can't Wait  
 

Advent 2 December 8th - Peace Can't Wait  
 

Advent 3 December 15th - Joy Can't Wait  
 

Advent 4 December 22nd - Love Can't Wait.  

In This Issue 
 Pastor’s Message 

 Advent & Christmas 

at Bethany 

 2019 Highlights 

 Message from Ray 

 Special Christmas 

offering 

 December Calendar 

Guided by God’s radical love for all, Bethany seeks to… Offer sanctuary, Inspire personal 

transformation, Foster a faith community, and Engage locally and globally for social justice. 



Thursdays in Advent  
 

Join us each Thursday during  
Advent for a 30 minute  

prayer service.  
 

If the weather cooperates these services 
will take place on the upper balcony around 

a fire pit.  
 

Bring a cozy blanket, and come enjoy 30 

minutes of calm and joy under the starts 
around a fire during the busy season. A 

moment of reflecting on all the things that 
CAN wait.   

Pastor Sadie and Family invites you to the 

5th Annual Parsonage open house. Join my 

family at our home on Sunday, December 

22nd at 5pm for food and fellowship. A time 

to just be with one another. If you need the 

exact address of the parsonage please let me 

(Pastor Sadie) know (or ask one of the kids.) 

Christmas at Bethany 
 

Join us for one of our two Christmas 

Eve Services on December 24th. Our 

4pm service which is a more relaxed 

service for the entire family and our 

7pm service of Lessons and Carols. 

Each service ends with candle light. All 

are welcome. 
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Dear Bethany Family, 
 

Thank you so much to those of 

you who attended our chamber 

music recital on Sunday, De-

cember 1, 2019. It was such a 

joy to share this evening of 

music with you in our intimate 

setting so beautifully decorated 

for the Advent season. We 

spent many months preparing 

this music privately and together in rehearsal, and it was for me a bittersweet end to 

what has been a year full of unforgettable experiences sharing my musical journey with 

our community. 
 

John surprised me at the close of the concert by acknowledging publicly the work I have 

done to extend our music ministry to all our faith community and beyond to the greater 

Noe Valley (and even more beyond!). It was very moving and I told everyone in the au-

dience how my relationship with Bethany United Methodist Church has changed my life …  
 

I wanted to take a moment to thank you for a wonderful (nearly-)three years serving as 

your Music Director. I was ready to give up my life in the Bay Area three years ago, feel-

ing financial strain and feeling like my working life had finally reached a dead end: only a 

few years prior to my stumbling upon our little church, I had lost several of my dearest 

friends to a cross-state and cross country exodus. I felt very alone and without a pur-

pose, and it didn’t help that there were times I could not even afford to stay fed through 

the week. I was desperate. 
 

I had little sense of just how much my time with you all would transform my life. I felt 

my faith bolstered, I felt welcomed and taken care of and I grew so much in my role at 

the church. My connection to you informed me of a deeply moving and crucial history in 

Bethany’s involvement in ministry to those in need in San Francisco. And it inspired me 

to take action in whatever ways I could afford to. 
 

As I prepare to embark on life’s next chapter, I feel empowered by your love and sup-

port. The decision to leave was not one that I made easily—it took many months of plan-

ning and it involves dozens of connections and experiences I never dreamed could work 

together to bring me to a new adventure in a brand new (to me) place. I’m ready to 

keep growing, in spite of the many nights I spend anxious about what I am losing/

leaving in this difficult process.   (Continued) 



 

 

 

Christmas Offering to benefit San Francisco LGBT Host 

Homes Housing Program 
 

Our friends at the SF LGBT Center are starting their first-ever housing program and 

it’s called Host Homes. Host Homes is a community-driven solution to ending youth 

housing crisis that facilitates mutually beneficial pairing between SF-based hosts and 

young adult guests who need a safe place to stay while finding stable housing.  
 

HOW IT WORKS: The SF LGBT Center is looking to recruit fantastic hosts who have a 

spare bedroom or private space that can be turned into a bedroom in their homes. 

Both host and guest will be carefully screened and a mutual pairing will be made that 

honors the lifestyles, values, and interests of the two in order to have a successful 

matching experience. The guest will stay in the host’s home for 3-12 months and will 

receive in-depth case management around searching for housing, education, and job 

opportunities while in the program that can lead to stable housing. 
 

Our Christmas Offering this year will benefit this valuable program aimed at helping 

LGBT young adults ages 18-24 who are in needing housing and stability. Will you help 

us in supporting this organization and cause this Christmas season?  
 

If you are interested in becoming part of the solution to help end youth housing crisis 

learn more or apply today: visit https://www.sfcenter.org/hosthomes-hosts/ 

Please know that I fully intend to stay connected to you all, and even though I’ll be on 

the other side of the country, I will be as accessible as ever with email and cell phone 

and social media. I will make time to visit. I hope we will continue to follow and support 

one another in these very trying times, no matter how life surprises us or changes our 

circumstances.  
 

It is my deepest prayer that Bethany continue to put its faith and trust in Pastor Sadie, 

who remained for me throughout all my days here a staunch ally and supporter, who lis-

tened to me and sometimes fed me when I was hungry, who encouraged me when I 

thought I wasn’t doing a good job, who supported my vision for our music program at 

Bethany with words as well as actions, and who helped me carry out my duties to the 

church with integrity and a professionalism that I believe exalts to a unique level our 

music making and its ability to connect us to God and to each other. I pray that Bethany 

Ensemble continue to support each other and be present in all the ways a group of faith 

leaders and musicians requires. And I especially pray that the person who takes my 

place not only continues the great work we have done at Bethany 

UMC, but feels the same tremendous impact that this experience  

imparted on my life.  
 

With gratitude and deepest humility, 
 

Ray Capiral, Music Director 

rcapiral@gmail.com 



   SF Winter Shelter Meals 
 

Every year Bethany cooks, transports and serves meals to the partici-

pants of the Interfaith Winter shelter Program. Are dates so far for 

this year are December 30th and January 1st. We need folks to 

help cook, transport, and serve. If you're interested in volunteering in 

any of these capacities please let Shannon or Cathy know. Sign ups 

have started happening during our Sunday Worship. 

November Charge Conference 
 

On November 23rd Bethany joined Pine and Temple for a 

combined Charge Conference presided by our DS Staci. We 

approved compensation for next year, voted on our slate 

of leadership, and shared 

some highlights of our year. 

Look for our updated lead-

ership slate in our January 

newsletter and a special 

service where we will honor 

those who have served in 

long term roles and to hon-

or those stepping into new 

positions. Thanks to everyone for your work on getting our 

end of the reports submitted. 

    Thank You! 
 

To Bethany folks who made for a successful fun Fall Festival. 
 

My goal was to creating goodwill in our Noe Valley communi-

ty and support our local crafters and businesses.  
 

We accomplished this goal 

again this year, 2019. 
 

Thanks to each of you who 

made it happen: 

~Those who cooked and contributed to the Potato Bar 

~Those who coordinated and contributed to the Treasure 

Sale ~Those who headed up and contributed to the Bake 

Sale ~Those who transformed the sanctuary to and back 

from a market place ~Those who marketed the event in 

many ways ~And our onsite banker    -Gloria 



December Birthdays 

4: Geoff Gould 

6: Dona Malan 

7: Dominic Bannister 

25: David Ferguson 

26: Steve Kroner 

DECEMBER 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Food Bank Collection 
Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
Concert 5p 

2 Moldovan PS  
(PS hours: 8:30-5:30) 

Bell Appeal 6:30p 

3 Moldovan PS  
Curry Without  
Worry 1-5 
Bethany Knits 7-
8:30p 

4 Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha  
Meditation 7-9 

5 Moldovan PS  
Al-anon 7-9 
Advent Worship 7p 
Bethany Ensemble 
7:30p 

6 Moldovan PS 
Bell Appeal 6:45p 

7 
Advent Sleepo-
ver 6p 

8 
Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
Nurture/Outreach 12:30p 
Girl Scout meeting 4-6p 
Bell Appeal Concert 5p 

9 Moldovan PS  
Bell Appeal 6:30p 

10 Moldovan PS  
Curry Without  
Worry 1-5 
 

11 Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha  
Meditation 7-9 
 

12 Moldovan PS 
Al-anon 7-9 
Advent Worship 7p 
Bethany Ensemble 
7:30p 

13 Moldovan PS  
 

14 
SURJ Book 
Club 1-3p 

15 
Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
Shower 2p 
Overnight Youth group thru 
12/21 

16 Moldovan PS  
Overnight Youth group 

17 Moldovan PS  
Overnight Youth group 
Curry Without  
Worry 1-5 
Bethany Knits 7-
8:30p 

18 Moldovan PS  
Overnight Youth 
group 
SF Sangha 
Meditation 7-9 

19 Moldovan PS  
Overnight Youth 
group 
Al-anon 7-9 
Advent Worship 7p 
Bethany Ensemble 

20 Moldovan PS  
Overnight Youth group 

21 
Overnight Youth 
group 

22 
Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
Parsonage Open House 
5pm 

23 
Bell Appeal 6:45p 
 
 

24 Curry Without  
Worry 1-5 
Christmas Eve 
Worship 4 & 7 
Church Office 
Closed 

25 **Christmas** 
Church Office 
Closed 
SF Sangha 
Meditation 7-9 
 

26 
Al-anon 7-9 

27 
 

28 
 
 
 

 

29  Worship 10:45  
      Fellowship 11:45 

30 
Winter Shelter Meal 
Prep 3p 
 

31 Curry Without  
Worry 1-5 
Church Office 
Closed 

(January 1) 
Church Office 
Closed 
Winter Shelter 
Meal Prep 3p 
SF Sangha 
Meditation 7-9 

   

Please note that the church office will be closed on December 24 & 

25 and December 31 and January 1, 2019. 

If you have articles, or photos that you would like to share 

with the Bethany community, please contact us! 
 

Bethany United Methodist Church  

1270 Sanchez St.  

San Francisco, CA 94114 

(415) 647-8393 

bethanysfoffice@gmail.com 

Bob Armstrong’s Holiday Art Exhibit  
 
Please stop by Heartfelt, a boutique on 436 Cortland Ave. in Bernal Hts., from Thursday 
through Sunday in order to see a display of Bob Armstrong‘s carved paintings. On Thurs-

day, Dec. 5, it is open from 6-8pm for the Bernal Hts. Holiday Stroll.. Friday and Satur-
day it’s open from 11am to 7pm, and Sunday from 11 to 3pm.  
 

I will be part of a Holiday Craft Fair that features cards, gifts, books, jewelry, and home 

decor. I was unable to participate in our Bethany Fair because I was in Chicago, so I am 
forced to do this one. Please text me with any questions at 415–515–8815. Thanks! 

Visit us on the web at 

www.bethanysf.org 


