
Bethany United Methodist Church Newsletter October 2019 

 

Guided by God’s radical love for all, Bethany seeks to… Offer sanctuary, Inspire 

personal transformation, Foster a faith community, and Engage locally and  

globally for social justice. 

Reflection from Pastor Sadie 
Recently there’s been some controversy in San Francisco surrounding 

boulders. A group of residents living on street that is frequented by the 
homeless, raised $2000 to put 24 boulders on their sidewalk in an effort 

to thwart those who call the sidewalk home.  
 

This turned into a battle of sorts as the city initially refused to remove them, and 
the boulders were then rolled into the street during the night, prompting the city 

to spend time and resources returning the boulders to the side walk. The back 

and forth went on for a few days before the city ultimately removed all 24 boul-
ders.  
 

We all know that homelessness is an epidemic in the city. There are thousands of 

people living on the streets, the streets are used as bathrooms, drug use is prev-
alent and there are not enough shelters, services, rehabs or other community 

services to even begin to address the needs. We can couple this homeless epi-

demic with the ever-increasing price of housing in the city, with developers want-
ing to come in and build more “luxury” housing, pricing out those already on the 

margins, and when calls for Navigation buildings or shelters are proposed the 
“Not in my backyard” folks are out in force. We, as the larger whole want the 

problem to simply disappear. Out of sight out of mind.  
 

There’s a dehumanizing effect about the crisis that we all see, walk through, and 
for some have to confront on our very own doorsteps. I don’t have a magical so-

lution to any of this except, to see each and every one of the people who live on 

the streets as a child of God. 
 

There was a time when I felt it was better if I didn’t look, if I didn’t acknowledge, 
if I didn’t give any request for money or other needs, “you’re only encouraging 

them,” “what if they’re scamming you.”  
 

These and other popular refrains were things I grew up hearing, but then I spent 

several nights walking the streets of San Francisco in my clergy collar with the 
intention of seeing and hearing and being with the people. I met their eyes, I of-

fered socks, I offered smiles, and what I saw reflected back to me were just peo-
ple; who were not so unlike myself.                (continued)   



Crossroads brings you the news from Bethany United Methodist Church 

People with stories, and families, and troubles, and now if I have change or cash 

in my pocket and someone asks for it I give it, now when I see someone outside 

of a store as I’m walking in, I stop and I ask, “is there anything I can get you in-

side that might make your day a little more comfortable?”  
 

I’ve purchased water, 6 chicken wings, Cheetos, orange juice, coffee. The re-

quests are always small and easy as I do my other shopping, and what I’ve no-

ticed without even realizing is the impact this has had on my kids. My children 

don’t look away, they’re not fearful, they just see people and understand that 

perhaps there’s something small we can do to make their day a little easier; and 

they’re eager to find what that thing might be.  
 

At 7-ll the other day, a frequent stop after Eli’s basketball practice, a man was 

sitting outside, and Eli simply asked, “Mom do we have anything?” I dug in my 

purse to find the only cash I had 87 cents and handed it to a small child as he 

without hesitation or fear walked over to this man and handed over this offering. 

A small exchange, a shared smile between a man and boy whose paths crossed 

for just a moment outside a store in Daly City. 
 

Another time Emerson offered a bag lunch and in exchange Emerson was given a 

t-shirt, without hesitation she received that t-shirt and put it right on. There’s a 

grace and a simplicity in watching these exchanges. They don’t judge, they don’t 

believe these folks to be scamming them, they simply see a person, a someone 

that God created and put on this earth.   
 

I don’t have the answer for the larger systemic housing crisis that plagues our 

city, but I do know that for me, seeing… really seeing the people who I share a 

city with has changed the way I inhabit 

this place, and I am grateful for my chil-

dren who remind me always of the grace 

and the love that we are all called to 

share with everyone always. Amen.  

During the month of September we  

enjoyed a 4 week Sermon Series based 

on the Golden Girls. Thank you to  

Gloria Soliz for her amazing set design 

and her assistant Zach Brown for their 

work on bringing the Golden Girls  

kitchen to life for us all month.   



Lack of Talent Show 



October Worship Schedule 

 

Sunday October 13th is our annual  

Blessing of the Animals  

worship service. You are invited to bring 

the pet members of your family to re-

ceive a special blessing. All animals are 

welcome, and we will also do a special 

remembrance for pets who have passed 

away. Please bring photos of any animal 

who may have passed or perhaps a pet 

who doesn't travel well. This is a fun ser-

vice where we get to love and meet the 

extended members of our Bethany com-

munity. It's a great service to invite your 

friends!  



Support for Brandon Lee 
 

I've shared my prayer request for Brandon Lee, a San Francisco Native who 

moved to the Philippines a decade ago and dedicated his life to defending the 

land, working as a paralegal and a reporter.  
 

On August 6th he was shot 4 times outside his home in a targeted assassina-

tion attempt. Since that time he's survived 8 cardiac arrests and is still in the 

hospital with bullets in his body. I visited him and spent time with his mom at the 

hospital during my trip to the Philippines in August.  
 

We are now fundraising to try and raise the funds to medically evacuate him back 

to San Francisco so he can continue his healing.  
 

Many have asked for more information and the go fund me page, I'll provide sev-

eral links below. There has been a lot of media coverage on this so you can also 

google Brandon Lee Philippines and find information as well.  
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/save-brandon-lee (to donate to his medical 

care go here)  
 

https://www.facebook.com/Justice4BrandonLee/ (to see all updates and 

press related to Brandon visit this facebook page) 

 

 

 

Zach and Pastor Sadie gave 

public Testimony at the board 

of supervisors on September 

10th in support of a resolution 

to Bring Brandon Home and a 

call for an investigation into his 

attempted assassination.   



We sent Steve forth with a blessing, many prayers and love to him on his journey 

in a new city. We thank him for his dedicated membership and service at Bethany 

for many years.   

Please visit  

Bob’s Art Open Studio  

at the Hunters Point Shipyard 

on October 12, Saturday, or 

October 13, Sunday, from 11 

AM to 6 PM. I am in building 

101, studio 1211. I will dis-

play 20 of my carved paint-

ings , many of them new, 

and many of them based on 

our recent visit to Alaska. 

There is free parking, and 

over 180 Artist’s studios to 

visit. Come on down! 



Noe Valley Community 

HOLIDAY FAIR 

Featuring a variety of vendors   

 

The Sunday before Thanksgiving 

November 24, 2019 

1:00 to 4:00 PM 

 

Bethany United Methodist Church 

1270 Sanchez Street at Clipper Street 

San Francisco 



Trolley Dances Coming to  

Bethany! 

Each year one line of muni is selected and along 

the stops different dance performances are chore-

ographed. Community members ride the line and 

enjoy dances throughout. This year the J line was 

selected and Bethany UMC has the honor of being 

the final stop of the trolley dance. On Friday the 

18th some of the San Francisco school children will 

be here to see the dancing, and on Saturday the 

19th and 20th the general public will come through 

every 45 minutes to see the performance. We 

need volunteers to help serve as hosts during the 

weekend. To greet folks, assist with folks finding 

the bathroom, general clean up etc. Please let me 

or Steve Wereb know if you are able to volunteer 

for this unique experience. 

We celebrated a special 

milestone birthday in  

September!  



Budget Update 
The charts below give a picture of our Church Operating Budget for 2019. We 
have Budgeted Income and Expenses of $162,000. Almost 90% of our income (or 

$143,500) comes from pledges. Pledges and timely donations are critical for us to 
operate the church!  About 72% of our expenses are for our Staff, 18% is for our 

Conference Tithe (which is calculated as 10% of our donations and rental in-

come), and 11% of expenses are for a variety of costs (including our Worship 
Service, our Programs, and Office Expenses). Our Tithe supports the greater Unit-

ed Methodist Church and is important for our standing in the denomination. We 
are fortunate that the rental income from our building basically funds utility costs 

and repairs & maintenance costs and is managed by the Trustees. So far this 
year, thru September, our total collection income has been $125,000 and our ex-

penses have been $106,000. Remaining collections for the year need to be 
$37,000 to meet our budget.  
 

Thank you to everyone who has pledged and is timely with your payments.  We 
ask you to please remain current on your pledge – we’re running a little behind 

after the summer months. We need your support! Thank you to everyone for all 
your financial support. Your financial gifts are the foundation for our services and 

community.  Kind regards, Steve Wereb, Finance Chair 



Contact Us 
 

If you have articles, photos or 

announcements that you would 
like to share with the Bethany 

community, please contact us! 
 

Bethany United Methodist 

Church  
1270 Sanchez St.  

San Francisco, CA 94114 
(415) 647-8393 

bethanysfoffice@gmail.com 

 
Visit us on the web at 

www.bethanysf.org 

October Birthdays 
2: Bob Armstrong 

3: Sean O’Connor 

7: Julie Freeman 

9: Jeff Friant 

22: Shannon Horton 

23: Tim Friant-Nelson 

25: Walter Thoma 

27: Elizabeth Kroner 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Moldovan PS  
(PS hours: 830a-530p) 
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
Trolley D. Rehearsal 430-8p 
Bethany Knits 7-830p  

2 
Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 7-9p 
 

3 
Moldovan PS  
Al-anon 7-9p 
 

4 
Moldovan PS  
 
 

5 
SURJ  Sign  Making  
10a-12p 
 
 

6   World Communion Day 
Food Bank Collect 10a 
Worship 1045a  
Fellowship 1145a 

7   
Moldovan PS  
Bell Appeal 6:30-10p 
 

8 
Moldovan PS  
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
Trolley D. Rehearsal 430-8p 

9 
Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 7-9p 

10 
 Moldovan PS  
Al-anon 7-9p  
  

11 
Moldovan PS  
 

12 
Day of Meditation 
9a-5p 

13 
Blessing of the Animals 
Worship 1045a  
Fellowship 1145a 
Trolley D. Rehearsal 12-430p 
Nurture/Outreach Mtg 1230-130p 
Al-Anon Speaker Mtg 615-830p 

14  Columbus Day 
Trolley D. Rehearsal 
10a-1p 
Bell Appeal 6:30-10p 

15 
Moldovan PS  
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
Trolley D. Rehearsal 430-8p 
Bethany Knits 630-8p  

16 
Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 7-9p 

17 
Moldovan PS  
Al-anon 7-9p  

18 
Moldovan PS  
Trolley D. 
Rehearsal 
1030a-4p 

19 
Trolley Dance 
General Perfor-
mance 10a-8p 

20 
Worship 1045a 
Fellowship 1145a  
Trolley Dance General Perfor-
mances 11a-6p 
GS Troop 4-6p 

21 
Moldovan PS  
Bell Appeal 6:30-10p 

22 
Moldovan PS  
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
 

23 
Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 7-9p 
 

24 
Moldovan PS  
Al-anon 7-9p  
 

25 
Moldovan PS  
 
 

26 
SURJ  Book Club  
1-3p 
 
 

27 
Worship 1045a  
Fellowship 1145a 

28 
Moldovan PS 
Bell Appeal 6:30-10p 

29 
Moldovan PS  
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 

30  
Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 7-9p 

31 Halloween 
Moldovan PS  
Al-anon 7-9p  
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