
Bethany United Methodist Church Newsletter  September 2019 

Crossroads brings you the news from Bethany United Methodist Church 

 

In This Issue 

 Golden Girls Sermon Series  

 Amy Obenski Concert 

 Pastor’s Reflection 

 Recent Events 

 Holiday Fair   

 September Calendar 

Golden Girls  

Sermon Series 
 

During the month of September 

our sermon series will be inspired 
by The Golden Girls, a classic tel-
evision show that first aired Sep-

tember 14, 1985, a week before 
my first birthday. Yet, The Gold-

en Girls 34 years later continues 
to be a favorite across genera-
tions. Forward thinking in their 

depiction of womanhood and ag-
ing. Taking on risky topics for the 

80s that still remain relevant to-
day like AIDS, Same sex relation-
ships, emotional abuse, aging, 

health concerns, artificial insemi-
nation as a means of parenthood 

and so many more. The Golden 
Girls remains as relevant today 
as it did when it first aired, and 

during the month of September 
we will weave it with our scrip-

tures and see what insights we 
have to learn from Dorothy, 
Rose, Blanche, and Sophia. I've 

included the topics and some epi-
sodes I'll use and references in 

my worships, for anyone who 
may need or want a refresher. All 

episodes can be streamed online. 
I look forward to worshipping 
with you this month and as al-

ways am so grateful and excited 
for the artistic styling of Gloria 

Soliz in helping make the worship 
come alive with her set design. 



 

Golden Girls Sermon Series Schedule 

Amy Obenski Concert on September 22nd at 5pm 
 

Amy’s songs are timeless. With lyrics about the experience of being human, her music 

has a way of connecting with pretty much anyone on a deeply personal level. She’s com-
pared frequently to classics like Joni Mitchell and Carol King, her diverse vocals ranging 
from haunting to soulful blues.   
 

Amy’s a California native. After growing up in San Di-
ego, she moved to Santa Cruz for college (go slugs!) 
and after a fifteen year love affair with the town, 

moved on to San Francisco where she’s lived since 
2012. She’s toured the U.S. and Europe, plus record-

ed and toured with her own French band (The Car-
bone Band), along with an Artist in Residence in 
Saint Herblain, France. You also may have heard her 

song, Carousel, on the hit TV Show, Grey’s Anatomy.  



Pastor’s Reflection 
 

On the 15th of August I arrived in the Philippines for my 3rd Pastoral and Solidarity Visit 
with the Philippine Solidarity Task Force, in Partnership with the National Council of 
Churches in the Philippines. This year the team was Rev. Jeanelle Ablola, Rev. Theon 

Johnson III, Zach Brown and myself. Additionally, the task force combined our efforts 
and met up with San Francisco Supervisor Matt Haney and a delegation from San Fran-

cisco. Our trips are always full, the learning immense, but the part that gets me coming 
back over and over are the stories of resistance from people who are dedicating their 
lives to changing the corrupt systems of our world.  

 

During our trip this year, we visited a picket line of the striking Pepmaco workers, and 
heard stories of their unjust work conditions without the necessary health precautions. 
Women and men who had burns all over their bodies from handling chemicals so that the 

soap we use would not be misshapen. We heard stories of women forced to work long 
hours of overtime causing miscarriage of pregnancies and even then, bleeding on the 

work floor no help was offered from management.  
 

The amazing thing about picket lines in the Philippines is they hold the location. People 
live, sleep and eat in the temporary shelters that are constructed, and they do this know-

ing that they don't only strike for themselves but for all workers who are fighting for 
basic working rights. The day after our visit, which was heavily surveilled by police, the 
Pepmaco workers were violently dispersed by the police, with water hoses, beatings and 

18 individuals arrested, and yet even that does not dampen their resolve as the workers 
simply moved the location of their picket line, and the strike lives on.  

 

On Sunday we visited peasant farmers who have been fighting for their land for genera-

tions, and we worshipped together. The sermon was an open time and we were offered 
insights on the scripture from the farmers and others gathered. Our communion was co-

conut water and chocolate crackers, items available that week. In all of the reflections I 
heard the word of God and the work of resistance, and a reminder that the stories told, 
and the lives they lead are not sad stories but instead love stories. Stories told about a 

love for their land and their people.  
 

Later we traveled to Baugio in the Northern Part of Luzon where we visited Brandon Lee 
and his family. Brandon is a San Francisco native who moved to the Philippines 10 years 

ago and works to help defend the ancestral lands of the indigenous people. On August 
6th he was shot 4 times as part of a targeted attack on land right defenders and he is 

now fighting for his life in the hospital. Brandon's suffered 8 cardiac arrests and his 
health is still precarious but by his side always are the watchers. Those from his organi-
zation and his family who stay by his side 24 hours a day, guarding, watching, praying, 

assisting, guiding him back to health and strength. Keeping watch so that all Brandon 
has to do is heal.  

 

His mother and brother are also by his side, and we had the opportunity as a church 

group to spend time in the hospital chapel with Brandon's mom and pray. To allow a mo-
ment away from the interviews, and questions, and the stress and the worry and to offer 

all of those emotions and fears to God. A sacred and holy time praying for Brandon and 
his family and his watchers.  

 

While in Northern Luzon we learned more about the environmental threats against the 

land. The mines that tear away and destroy the environment leaving destruction behind, 
                              continued 



 Teach-In a Success! 
 

After months of planning Bethany 

along with Or Shalom, Sha'ar Za-
hav, Faith in Action, and SURJ SF 
put on a 3 hour teach-in offering 

for break out sessions related to 
different topics of immigration. In 

our current state we recognize 
that many of us feel compelled to 
action, but often don't know 

where to begin. This immigration 
Teach-in was to help offer practi-

cal how-tos and to form coalition 
groups who could be in solidarity 

and support with one another as 
they sponsor, house, visit the 
board, and continue to resist the 

unjust practices of our Govern-
ment. Over 50 people participat-

ed in the afternoon. 

causing landslides in the heavy rains. We saw first hand the land that Brandon and oth-

ers are fighting for, and we learned the truest meaning behind the words, "Land is Life."  
 

When I go to the Philippines each year I go as a representative of the church. As a 
church person in solidarity with the people of the Philippines, I continue to be inspired by 

the work of the church over there. As they risk their lives to proclaim the gospel and 
work to create a just and lasting peace. In the midst of all our denominational discord 

and frustration with institutional church, it is good to be reminded of the deeply holy and 
sacred work that we are called to; and that work sometimes mean praying with a scared 
mother in a chapel as her son fights for his life. Sometimes that work is worshipping with 

farmers who have spent generations fighting for their land, or sitting with workers on the 
picket line or push starting our van when the battery dies.  As church people there is 

nothing we are not called to if it means creating a better and just world and I am grate-
ful for the solidarity and relationships formed across a globe and the resolve and belief 
that with enough people working for change and in the resistance, "A new world is Possi-

ble." 



Save the Date! 

The Holiday Fair 

is coming 

 November 24th 

Backpack Blessing 
 

On August 25th we celebrated our annual bless-

ing of the backpacks for our students, teachers, 
and anyone else with a work bag in need of a 
blessing for the year ahead. We send our stu-

dents from preschool up to college and our 
teachers into this new year with love, prayers 

and support. Each of the children and Youth of 
the church were also gifted  
 

 
 

 
 
 

a Bible. We look forward to a new year nur-
turing their biblical knowledge in the church 

through confirmation and Sunday school. 

Update from  
Cathy Personius 

 

The Honduran family staying with me is 
doing fine.  Thank you for all your 

thoughts and concern for them.  Their 
son has started 7th grade and likes his 
school.  He likes to practice saying Eng-
lish phrases at home. The husband is 
continuing to see the asylum clinic at 
General Hospital for issues related to his 

situation in Honduras.  ICE has finally 
taken off his ankle monitor, but has yet 
to come through with work authoriza-
tion, although he is eligible. His wife is a 
wonderful housekeeper and Maranda, 
Camille and I are enjoying her cooking.  
They both keep me up to date on what 

Trump is saying about immigrants. 
 

One concern coming up is that she has 
a congenital hip condition and will be 
scheduled for hip replacement surgery 
sometime this fall.  She and I will need 
to work out who will care for her son 
after school and the family will need 
help with shopping and cooking while 

she recovers.  They will also need to 
move to a different location when she 
comes home from the hospital, since I 
live on the third floor.  Hopefully, they 
will be able to move to the new room in 
the church basement. 
 

As we get closer to that time, I'll be 
asking for your prayers and help. 



Contact Us 
 

If you have articles, photos or announcements that 

you would like to share with the Bethany communi-

ty, please contact us! 
 

Bethany United 
Methodist Church  
1270 Sanchez St.  
San Francisco, CA 94114 
(415) 647-8393 
bethanysfoffice@gmail.com 
 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanysf.org 

 

September Birthdays 

2: Adela Kelemen 

3: Jerry Winniczek 

11: Maranda Personius 

20: Joel Creager 

21: Pastor Sadie Stone 

22: Alicia Saradpon 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Food Bank Collect 
Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45a 

 

2 
Labor Day 
Church office & 
PS closed 

3 Moldovan PS 
 (PS hours: 8:30-5:30)  
Curry Without  
Worry 1-5p 
Trolley Dance Re-
hearsal 4:30-8p  
Bethany Knits 7-8:30p 

4 Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 7p 

5 Moldovan PS  
Al-anon 7p 

6 Moldovan PS  7 

8 

Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45a 
NM lunch-making 
12-1:30p 

9 Moldovan PS  
 

10 Moldovan PS  

Curry Without  
Worry 1-5p 
Trolley Dance Re-
hearsal 4:30-8p  

11  Moldovan PS  

SF Sangha 7p 
12  Moldovan PS  
Al-anon 7p 

13 Moldovan PS  
  

14 

SURJ Book Club 
1-3p 

15 
Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45a 
Outreach mtg 12-

16 Moldovan 
PS  
Trolley Dance 
Rehearsal 10a-

17 Moldovan PS  

Curry Without  
Worry 1-5p 
Bethany Knits 7-8:30p 

18 Moldovan PS  

SF Sangha 7p 
19 Moldovan PS  
Al-anon 7p 

20 Moldovan PS  
Chanticleer Re-
hearsal 10a-
1:30p 

21 
Lack of Talent 
Show 5:30-10p 

22 
Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45a 
Amy Obenski Con-
cert 5p  
 
29 Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45a 

23 Moldovan 
PS  

Chanticleer 
Rehearsal 10a-
4p 
 
30 Moldovan 
PS  

24 Moldovan PS  

Chanticleer Re-
hearsal 10a-4p 
Curry Without  
Worry 1-5p 
Trolley Dance Re-
hearsal 4:30-8p  

25 Moldovan PS  

SF Sangha 7p 
26 Moldovan PS  

Al-anon 7p 
27 Moldovan PS  
 
 

 

28 
Curry without 
Worry Event 4-9p 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

October 
13th! 


