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Guided by God’s radical love for all, Bethany seeks to… Offer sanctuary, Inspire 

personal transformation, Foster a faith community, and Engage locally and  

globally for social justice. 

 

 
Reflection from Pastor Sadie  

 

I don't want to speak for all of us, but I know that there are 
times when the reality of this world leaves me feeling weary. 

From mass shootings, to ICE raids in Mississippi that left hun-
dreds of children without parents, many who returned to empty 
homes on their first day of school. I haven't been sleeping well, 

because I feel a responsibility to the world around me. As people 
of faith, as Christians who have been nurtured and taught the 

way and the path of Jesus Christ we have a specific responsibility 
to the most marginalized and hurting among us.  
 

We have a responsibility to hear our scripture stories like that of 
the Good Samaritan that tell us to stop and help, even when it 

causes us fear or concern or inconvenience. We are also called to 
be in joy and community and celebration with one another. I've always thought that there's a 
reason that Jesus' first miracle was changing water into wine. Perhaps, it's because Jesus 

knew that there was going to be hard, long, painful work ahead.  
 

Jesus knew that he was calling his disciples and followers to work that would test those clos-
est to him, work that would cause them to doubt each other, deny and betray each other, 
and that to do the hard work required of us, we need each other. We need community. We 

need community to learn from, to depend on, and lean on. When one of us is feeling tired and 
burned out, the benefit to community is that there's someone to assist and take your place. 
 

This dependence on community was most recently illustrated to me through my work with the 

Anne Braden Program through the Catalyst Project. This year I was on the leadership team 
and for our last 4-day gathering I was not well. My body would not allow me to put in the 
8am-6pm days that were required for the program. I was bound to my bed sleeping, recover-

ing from a cold, and fighting the reactions that come from have a compromised immune sys-
tem as a result of my Crohns disease. I was riddled with guilt. I was letting down the team. I 
was able to attend the last day of the program and I was deeply apologetic and one of the 

organizers said to me, "this is why we have so many people on our team. So that when peo-
ple aren't well there are others who can step up. This is what ability justice looks like."  
 

This is why we work in community. We aren't meant to try and take on the burdens of our 
lives or the larger world on our own. We are meant to celebrate joys and wins with each oth-

er, and when we're feeling beaten down and exhausted we have a team of folks who can say, 
"We've got you. You rest, let us do some of this and when you're ready here we are."  
 

Jesus knew what he was doing, when he called us to each other, and called us to the work of 

justice, and care. I pray that in these days when so much seems bleak we remember that we 
do not walk this road alone. We have our God who never leaves us and one another. Amen.  



Crossroads brings you the news from Bethany United Methodist Church 

Immigrant Support Teach-In at Bethany 
 

Sunday, August 25 3-6PM 
 

Led by immigrant congregations and communities, thousands of people across San 

Francisco have successfully organized to accompany immigrants in personal, practical 

and political ways: defending against deportations with courtroom and street presence, 

answering hotlines and responding to ICE raids, providing support for families, freeing 

detainees, and more. Together, we’ve developed a vision based in love, and the 

conviction that when we act together, we build the power to change unjust systems. 

The urgency of this moment requires all of the above—and additional new strategies for 

solidarity work. On August 25, experienced community leaders will offer a range of 

workshops and share skills to meet the current challenges. Topics covered will include: 
 

• Overview of immigration system, asylum process and current legal landscape 

• Introduction to community organizing model for congregations 

• How to sponsor someone for release from detention 

• Raising money for bond funds 

• Case study: organizing a political/legal campaign for a resident fac-

ing deportation 

• How to offer practical support for new immigrant families (finding 

legal support, 

helping with paperwork and systems, medical and school registration, 

etc.) 

• What does it mean to provide housing for immigrants in your home? 

• How to identify and adapt congregational spaces to house immigrant families 

• Case study: what’s involved in researching and winning an asylum case? 

• Working at the border with Al Otro Lado 

• and more….. 
 

All are welcome; there will be time for everyone to participate in two workshops. Please 

invite others, and RSVP with Pastor Sadie Sadie.e.stone@gmail.com  
 

This teach-in is organized by Bethany UMC, Faith in Action Bay Area, Congregation Or 

Shalom, Congregation Sha’ar Zahav, and SURJ San Francisco. 

 
 

Backpack Blessing on August 25 
On Sunday August 25, all children, teachers and  

everyone with a work bag is invited to bring their  

backpacks and bags to church for a special bag 

blessing, as we prepare for the new year of school 

and our entry into the fall season. 



Reed Organ Concert 

Mark your calendar for: 
Sunday, September 21:                  Sunday, November 24:  
 Lack of Talent Show                    Holiday Fair 
              

             Sunday, October 6:  
             Blessing of the Animals  

Bethany’s Got 



Jacob Tobia at Bethany 



Budget Update 
 

The charts below give a picture of our Church Operating Budget for 2019.  We have 

Budgeted Income and Expenses of $162,000.  Almost 90% of our income (or $143,500) 

comes from pledges.  Pledges and timely donations are critical for us to operate the 

church!  About 72% of our expenses are for our Staff, 18% is for our Conference Tithe 

(which is calculated as 10% of our donations and rental income), and 11% of expenses 

are for a variety of costs (including our Worship Service, our Programs, and Office Ex-

penses).  Our Tithe supports the greater United Methodist Church and is important for 

our standing in the denomination. We are fortunate that the rental income from our 

building basically funds utility costs and repairs & maintenance costs and is managed by 

the Trustees.   
 

So far this year, thru July, our total collection income has been $103,000 and 

our expenses have been $90,000.  Remaining collections for the year need to be 

$59,000 to meet our budget.  
 

Thank you to everyone who has pledged and is timely with your payments.  We ask you 

to please remain current on your pledge through the summer months.  We need 

your support! 
 

Thank you to everyone for all your financial support.  Your financial gifts are the founda-

tion for our services and community.  Kind regards, Steve Wereb, Finance Chair 



Contact Us 
 

If you have articles, photos or  
announcements that you would 

like to share with the Bethany 
community, please contact us! 

 
Bethany United  

Methodist Church  
1270 Sanchez St.  
San Francisco, CA 94114 

(415) 647-8393 
bethanysfoffice@gmail.com 

 
Visit us on the web at 
www.bethanysf.org 

August Birthdays 

9: Kate Armstrong 

11: Meredith Laird 

28: Paula Thompson 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 
 

1  
Al-anon 7-9p  

2 
 

3 
SURJ Book 
Club 1-3p 

4 
Food Bank 10:30a 
Worship 1045a 
Fellowship 1145a 
Chanticleer Youth Camp 1-6p 

5 
Chanticleer Youth 
Camp 8a-6p 

6 
Chanticleer Youth 
Camp 8a-6p 
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
Bethany Knits 7-830p 

7 
Chanticleer Youth 
Camp 8a-6p 
SF Sangha 7-9p 

8 
Chanticleer 
Youth Camp 
8a-6p 
Al-anon 7-9p  

9 
Chanticleer 
Youth Camp 
8a-6p 
 

10 
 

11 
Worship 1045a  
Fellowship 1145a 

12 
 
 

13 
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
 

14 
SF Sangha 7-9p 

15 
Al-anon 7-9p  

16 
 

17 
African Library 
Project 9a-5p 

18 
Worship 1045a 
Fellowship 1145a 
 

19 
Moldovan PS  
(830a-530p) 

20 
Moldovan PS  
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
Bethany Knits 7-830p 

21 
Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 7-9p 

22 
Moldovan PS  
Al-anon 7-9p  

23 
Moldovan PS  
 
 

24 
 
 

25 
Worship 1045a 
Fellowship 1145a 
Immigration Support Teach-in 
3-6p 

26 
Moldovan PS  

27 
Moldovan PS  
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
 

28 
Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 7-9p 
 

29 
Moldovan PS  

30 
Moldovan PS  

31 
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