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Guided by God’s radical love for all, Bethany seeks to… Offer sanctuary, Inspire 

personal transformation, Foster a faith community, and Engage locally and  

globally for social justice. 

 

 PRIDE at Bethany! 
 

It's PRIDE MONTH and Bethany Will celebrate with some special activities: 
 

Bethany Reads 
Bethany Reads Book Club returns for PRIDE month with the amazing mem-

oir: Sissy: A Coming of Gender Story by Jacob Tobia. Free copies of the 

book will be available at the church and everyone is invited for pizza and 

conversation on Wednesday June 26th at 7pm at Bethany. We are also in 

conversation to bring Jacob to Bethany in July so look for that date coming 

soon!!   

 

Mx. Bethany Pageant 
 

Come join us for a night of 

Drag, dinner, and plenty of 

laughs! Any and all are wel-

come to a hot plate spaghetti 

dinner and to participate in the 

pageant! We will be celebrating 

God’s gifts of love, gender ex-

pression, and compassion as a 

part of the Noe Valley and 

greater San Francisco commu-

nity. We will need many volun-

teers to cook, set up, dress up 

in drag and help deliver hospi-

tality to our guests. If you have 

questions on further details or 

would like to help, please con-

tact Zach Brown at  
 

zbrown4404@gmail.com 



Crossroads brings you the news from Bethany United Methodist Church 

March! 
Join us for our huge United Methodist Contingent at San Francisco Pride this month. So far we have repre-

sentatives from 18 different United Methodist Churches and folks coming from as far 
away as Missouri to march with us. We'll have a trolley for those with accessibility needs 
and our bishop and District Superintendent will join us.  
 

On Sunday June 30th we will gather at Bethany UMC for a brief worship service (Time to 
be announced) and then will head to our parade starting point together. Register today 
and join us in this showing of solidarity and resistance. 



STONEWALL...50th Anniversay 

June 2019 marks the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots, when the Stonewall Inn in 

New York City was raided by the police. The Stonewall was a safe-haven for the LGBTQ 

community, where local gay and lesbian, transgender, drag queens, homeless youth and 

others could mingle, find solace, stay the night, dance, and find community with one an-

other. During a time when their community was not welcome. This police raid and the vi-

olence that followed made one thing clear; more organizing and resistance was needed.  
 

As Brynn Holland writes in her article "How Activists Plotted the First Gay Pride Parades,"  
 

"Nothing was going to change if they continued their passive, non-threatening tactics. 

They needed to get organized. Five months after the riots, activists Craig Rodwell, his 

partner Fred Sargeant, Ellen Brody and Linda Rhodes proposed a resolution at the East-

ern Regional Conference of Homophile Organizations (ERCHO) in Philadelphia that a 

march be held in New York City to commemorate the one-year anniversary of the raid. 

Their proposal was for an annual march on the last Saturday in June with “no dress or 

age regulations.” This was a drastic change from the current methods used by LGBT ac-

tivists who would host walks and vigils in silence with a required dress code: men in jack-

ets and ties and women in dresses."  
 

50 years later Bethany will march in San Francisco PRIDE with over 100 United Method-

ists from across the country and we will march with this history and legacy in mind, with 

the PRIDE theme this year "Generations of Resistance". We will march with the legacy of 

all of those who have gone before us, and we march remembering the work that we still 

have to do. We march knowing that Jesus calls us to the streets to be bold and public 

witnesses of justice, love and mercy. To show the world publicly who we are and what we 

stand for. I encourage everyone to read and learn more about the Stonewall riots and the 

events that have led to our current PRIDE. To remember that the first PRIDE was a riot 

and it is in the spirit of that resistance that we continue to gather and resist the status 

quo. 
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Mother’s Day Chamber Music Recital 
 

Our most recent concert at Bethany UMC was a joyous gathering of several very gifted 

colleagues and an audience of both familiar and new faces at our church! In this concert 

of music for winds, we presented works spanning several centuries of great art music, 

including Haydn, Bizet/Borne, Khachaturian, Stravinsky, Ian Clarke, Hindemith and Ibert: 

works for solo flute, flute duo, flutes with violoncello, clarinet solo,  and woodwind quin-

tet! Our concert featured John Speers and Jef Caers, flutes, Seldy Speers, cello, Allison 

Schwartz, oboe, Keith Cantrell, clarinet, Leigh Korn, bassoon, and Michael Wong, French 

horn. 
 

I had the great pleasure of accompanying John Speers in a medley of tunes from Bizet’s 

opera, Carmen, composed as a series of flashy, virtuosic theme and variations by Fran-

cois Borne, as well as performing part of the middle movement and the finale of Aram 

Khachaturian’s Flute Concerto with Jef Caers. We are already planning our next recitals, 

in November at Stanford University (a 50th birthday celebration for Jef Caers, where he 

will perform the entire Khachaturian Flute Concerto with me accompanying), and a 

“holiday season kick-off” concert at Bethany in early December which will feature an all-

new program by several returning performers in addition to the flautists—details for both 

concerts forthcoming! 
 

Thank you to everyone who came to see and hear us. We look forward to continued col-

laboration in the years to come, and will keep you informed about future recitals at Beth-

any or beyond! 
 

***If you would like to be on a special mailing list for music events at Bethany United 

Methodist Church, please contact Music Director Ray Capiral 

at: bethanysfmusic@gmail.com. 

A Reed Organ Romance  
Top Musicians to Play a Trio of Instruments  

from the mid-1800s  
 

Please see the June issue of the Noe Valley Voice to read Bruce 

Pettit’s article (page 17) on the upcoming concert on Sunday, 

July 14th at 3pm! 
 

http://www.noevalleyvoice.com/2019/June/index.html  

http://www.noevalleyvoice.com/2019/May/index.html


Youth Chorus Spring Concert 
 

On Sunday, June 2, San Francisco Youth Chorus (SFYC) under the direction of Artistic 

Director, Katie Gerber, held its end-of-term concert at 4:00 PM at Calvary Presbyterian 

Church on Fillmore Street. What a beautiful church and a perfect performance venue! 

The sanctuary has very high ceilings, a balcony that circles the entire space and is 

adorned with intricate stained glass windows. The acoustics were perfect, and there 

wasn’t a bad seat in the house—it all felt very intimate in spite of the size of the 

space!  I had the extra special and rare privilege of performing on a huge, $500,000 

Bosendorfer concert grand piano, quite possibly the finest instrument I have ever played 

in my life!! 
 

It has been quite and adventure working with SFYC over these last three or so years. I 

have watched this organization continue to grow and reach new milestones, from our 

concerts at Scottish Rite Masonic Temple or Calvary Pres, to the recent Anaheim Festival 

tour where we achieved highest markings and distinction as a youth choir, to the explo-

sion of growth in enrollment, and our ability to offer high-quality, engaging and thor-

ough musical training and community to children all the way from Pre-K through eight 

grade! 
 

Our June 2 concert, themed “Let Freedom Sing”, featured songs about freedom, equali-

ty, hope, and pure joy. The children performed beautiful and vocally/musically demand-

ing pieces that certainly distinguish them as a group of budding young professionals, 

and we had a huge cookie party in the foyer after the concert. We are very much looking 

forward to a little break over the summer as we prepare the next year’s curriculum, in-

cluding all-new festival tours taking us out of state and maybe even out of the country, 

to share our music and vision with the world! 
 

***If you would like more information about San Francisco Youth Chorus, please visit 

their website: https://www.sanfranciscoyouthchorus.org. 

Deborah Bailey, Shirley  

Perkins, Ken Perkins 

2019 Winterfaith Shelter Walk 
 

The Bethany Team was terrific and all finished the walk 

around Lake Merced and received a sticker to prove 

it. Cathy and Maranda recruited their family guests to 

join them, Shirley recruited Ken to join her and I didn't 

have any trouble convincing an Oregon friend who was 

here, that this walk was just what she wanted to do on 

a Sunday afternoon.   
 

And furthermore, (drumroll)...Bethany raised 

$1010.00 for this excellent cause! Bethany Folks are 

such stars! 
 

Thanks to all for coming out and those who came forth 

with the donations!       ~ Marilyn Herand 



Budget Update 
 

The charts below give a picture of our Church Operating Budget for 2019. We have Budg-

eted Income and Expenses of $162,000. Almost 90% of our income (or $143,500) comes 
from pledges. Pledges and timely donations are critical for us to operate the church! 
About 72% of our expenses are for our Staff, 18% is for our Conference Tithe (which is 

calculated as 10% of our donations and rental income), and 11% of expenses are for a 
variety of costs (including our Worship Service, our Programs, and Office Expenses). Our 

Tithe supports the greater United Methodist Church and is important for our standing in 
the denomination. We are fortunate that the rental income from our building basically 
funds utility costs and repairs & maintenance costs and is managed by the Trustees.  
 

So far this year, thru May, our total collection income has been $74,000 and our expens-
es have been $63,000. Remaining collections for the year need to be $88,000 to meet 
our budget.  
 

Thank you to everyone who has pledged and is timely with your payments. We ask you 
to please remain current on your pledge through the summer months. We need your 
support! 

 
Thank you to everyone for all your financial support. Your financial gifts are the founda-

tion for our services and community. Kind regards, Steve Wereb, Finance Chair 



Ray Goes to Ireland…AGAIN?! 

Hello from beautiful Liscannor in County Clare! It’s 2:09 AM Irish Summer Time, and as 

I’ve only been in the country for two days, I am barely adjusting to the 8-hour time dif-

ference. I decided on a whim several months ago that I needed to return to this place, 

and due to the timing of Lent and Easter this year as well as the timing of SummerGATE 

classes which I begin teaching on Monday, June 10, I could only afford to take six days to 

escape to my happy place. 
 

The weather, always a major topic of discussion among the Irish, did not disappoint, and 

I arrived in the middle of a rainstorm, foregoing any respite after my 10-hour flight from 

SFO to immediately rent a car and drive for 3.5 hours in the glorious downpour to the 

lovely west coast and my favorite region of the country. I am here at the same AirBnB in 

Liscannor I rented in April 2018, enjoying profound quiet (except for the occasional chat-

ter of cows, sheep, birds and other locals!), the unpredictable weather—you’ll notice from 

the photograph of Cliffs of Moher that we enjoyed an unusually sunny and warm day to-

day—breathing air so clean, it makes San Francisco feel overrun with air pollution, and 

hearing live Irish traditional music (“Trad”, as they call it), eating at local pubs and con-

versing with enthusiastic Irish people whose experience is so unique to ours in SF—some 

of these villages have fewer than 100-200 residents! 
 

The current U.S. President was on the minds of many, as he made his first visit to Ireland 

on Wednesday, June 5… coincidentally being a mere 40-mins. drive from me! There was 

a huge protest at his resort in Doonbeg... Don’t think I wasn’t tempted to go! There are 

so many people here praying for our country. It is a reminder of how important it is for 

me, personally, to stay involved and engaged in spite of how enraged and discouraged I 

am by our government. I was also sad to learn that business has been slow in these 

parts in the last year. Ireland relies heavily on tourism to fuel its economy, and both Ire-

land and Northern Ireland (a separate 

country that is part of the U.K., a *very* 

important distinction to be aware of!) ex-

perienced a tourism explosion in the after-

math of the HBO show, Game of Thrones’ 

popularity, as most of the show is filmed 

in various parts of the two countries. 
 

I will remain here through Sunday, driving 

back to Dublin on Thursday or Friday and 

catching up with friends in the big city. I 

miss my Bethany family, but I am enjoy-

ing some desperately-needed time away 

and I can’t wait to be with you again soon! 
 

Love, 

Ray 



Bethany Activities 

A few months ago, Eli wrote a letter to the board of trus-

tees asking for some concrete so he could have a space to 

play basketball, at the church parsonage. A couple of 

weeks ago that request was fulfilled with a new concrete 

patio in the backyard. Thank you trustees for your support 

of this request and for the entire church’s love and support 

of Eli and Emerson, the little PKs (Pastors kids). It means a 

lot to all of us that you take their wants and needs serious-

ly, and for Eli he for sure saw this as a need. Much love 

and appreciation from the Stone/Bond Family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May is the busiest month at Bethany 

for Birthdays. This May we celebrat-

ed some milestone birthdays with 

our May babies, 10, 50 & 80. We'll 

let you decide which milestone be-

longs to who. Happy Birthday to all 

our May birthdays! 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped contribute and assemble our May lunches for the SF 

Night ministry outdoor worship service. 150 bagged lunches were made with love and 

prayer from our Bethany Family. 



Photo Gallery 



Contact Us 
 

If you have articles, photos or an-
nouncements that you would like to 

share with the Bethany community, 
please contact us! 

 
Bethany United Methodist Church  

1270 Sanchez St.  
San Francisco, CA 94114 
(415) 647-8393 

bethanysfoffice@gmail.com 
 

Visit us on the web at 
www.bethanysf.org 

June Birthdays 

6: Michael Eaton 

27: Bailey Armstrong 

27: Dan Johnson 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
Food Bank Collect 10a 
Worship 1045a  
Fellowship 1145a 
Girl Scout Meeting 4-6p 
 

3 
Moldovan PS  
(830a-530p) 
Monday Meditation 5-9p 
 

4 
Moldovan PS  
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
 

5 
Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 7-9p 

6 
Moldovan PS 
 Al-anon 7-9p  
  
 

7 
Moldovan PS  
 

8 
 

9 
Worship 1045a  
Fellowship 1145a 
Nurture/Outreach meeting 1230p 

10 
Moldovan PS  
Monday Meditation 5-9p 
Music Hours 9-11p 

11 
Moldovan PS  
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
 

12 
Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 7-9p 

13 
Moldovan PS  
 Al-anon 7-9p  

14 
Moldovan PS  

15 
 

16 
Worship 1045a 
Fellowship 1145a 
Piano Recital 2p 
Girl Scout Meeting 4-6p 
 

17 
Moldovan PS  
A Little Yum 8a-4p 
Music Hours 9-11p 

18 
Moldovan PS  
A Little Yum 8a-4p 
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
Bethany Knits 7-
830p 

19 
Moldovan PS  
A Little Yum 8a-4p 
SF Sangha 7-9p 

20 
Moldovan PS  
A Little Yum 8a-4p 
Al-anon 7-9p  

21 
Moldovan PS  
A Little Yum 8a-4p 
 
 
 

22 
 
 

23  
PRIDE Worship 1045a  
PRIDE BBQ! 1145a 
 
 

24 
Moldovan PS  
A Little Yum 8a-4p 
Music Hours 9-11p 

25 
Moldovan PS  
A Little Yum 8a-4p 
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
 

26 
Moldovan PS 
A Little Yum 8a-4p 
SF Sangha 7-9p 
Book Club 7p 

27 
Moldovan PS  
A Little Yum 8a-4p 
Al-anon 7-9p  
Mx. Dinner/
Pageant 6p 

28 
Moldovan PS  
A Little Yum 8a-4p 

29 
Overnight 
Youth Group 
 

30  PRIDE!  
Worship 9a  
Parade 10:30am 
Young Adult Film attend 7p 
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