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            Pastor’s Reflection 
 

On one of my recent trips, I flew out of SFO in a different direction than 

usual, and circled over San Francisco proper. It was a clear day, and I was 

actually able to find Bethany from my window seat, miles and miles below. 

I looked at our church, and it's spot on the corner of Sanchez and Clipper 

where it has been since 1907 and reflected on the thousands of people 

whose lives have been changed because Bethany exists.  
 

I felt pride. There's my home, there's Bethany; a radical place of ministry 

and inclusion. Seeing it from an airplane window, being able to pick it out 

amongst everything else in the city, I was struck with the awe inspiring realization once again 

that the work we are called to do as Christians matters, and as challenging as it is I can't im-

agine a life doing anything else but following Christ.  
 

I was struck once again viewing our church from above, that the life and legacy Jesus left for 

us, was one in which we were supposed to find a way to make a deep impact in our corner of 

the world, and to do that we are asked to do hard things, and make 

hard choices, and often times be uncomfortable. 
 

And now we are approaching Holy Week and Easter, my favorite week of 

the entire liturgical year. A week when we get to experience the highs 

and lows of every day life. Joy and triumph of Palm Sunday, the tender-

ness of a meal shared with friends, and the intimacy of washing each 

others feet, the grief, rage and sadness at the crucifixion, the days of 

uncertainty, the not knowing of Holy Saturday. What do we do? What 

comes next? Then the resurrection, the inexplicable joy, and still the 

questions, what do we do? What comes 

next?  
 

Holy Week invites us into the journey of all that it means to be hu-

man, all that means to live and exist in this life, and it reminds us 

of all that Jesus came to offer us. To remind us that our place on 

the Corner of Sanchez and Clipper continues to matter so deeply, 

that our work of justice making, and mercy, and the need for love 

in this world continues to be our work, even, and perhaps especial-

ly when we look around the world and ask, what do we do now? 

What can possibly come next?  
 

I invite you to walk Holy Week with me in it's fullness, experiencing 

each of the services, to fully immerse yourself into the life and call-

ing of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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Save the Date 
 

On Tuesday April 30th at 7:30pm you 

are invited to a conversation at Bethany 

UMC with partners from Or Shalom, SURJ 

SF, and Faith in Action to find out how we 

as a congregation can be more knowledge-

able about the process and needs for in-

coming asylum seekers. At our dreaming 

and planning session there were several 

questions from folks about how to be more 

plugged in, what is involved, what are the 

needs? This is an opportunity to ask some 

of those questions from those who have 

created the networks of support, find out 

what sponsorship means, and bring your 

questions.    

Bishops Post General  

Conference Visit in SF 
 

Date: Sunday April 28th  

Time: 7pm-9pm 

Where: Temple United Methodist Church 

Who: United Methodists who want to hear from 

the Bishop about next steps post General con-

ference for our annual conference. We have the 

added benefit of being the only stop that will 

happen after judicial council ruling on the events 

of GC.  
 

What: Remarks from the bishop, Q&A, a short 

time of worship, dessert and fellowship. 
 

Please save the date for the important update 

from Bishop Carcano. 



2019 Dreaming and Planning  
 

On Saturday March 23rd Bethany had it's 4th Annual 

Dreaming and Planning session. In our 6 hours together 

we reviewed our work from last year, mapped out the 

year ahead and starting doing some long term visioning. 

Some noticeable areas of celebration from the last year 

include our rummage sale and the community partner-

ships, the support of meals with San Francisco Night 

Ministry and Interfaith Council, our first annual Lack of 

Talent show, the cleaning out of the basement, and our 

work supporting immigration and asylum seekers, the knitting group, and the children and 

youth service work using the coin offering, improvement to our website and communication, 

and the 4th year in the row the we have paid our full tithe to the conference, music ministry, 

concerts, community groups, and the dedicated volunteers that help make the church continue 

to rune and thrive. Truly we had a lot to be thankful for. 
 

As we looked at the year ahead, we discussed our mission and ministry, and how best to align 

our missionary and the work we are engaged with in all facets. Including who uses our building 

and for what purposes. Notable changes for this year will be a week long PRIDE celebration 

with our PRIDE worship the sunday before PRIDE SF, so we 

can participate with the UMC continent in the parade, ex-

panding our Blessing of the Animals event to include an adop-

tion element, and an intentional effort and more towards 

more small groups. We are also still planning on a summer 

VIM trip to the fire impacted areas of our state. Big things are 

happening and the energy and enthusiasm for the church and 

our work was really felt. We are also discerning adding an In-

tern to help make all of our goals possible. Looking forward to 

the year and ministry ahead.  

Bethany prepared 150 bagged 

lunches for our partnership with San 

Francisco Night ministry on March 

10th. Thank you to everyone who do-

nated food and helped make the 

lunches. We will do it again on the 

second Sunday of May!  



On Tuesday March 26th Bethany hosted our Missionary Katherine Parker for an evening as she 

shared her work in Nepal. Work in education, health and sanitation and others. We are blessed 

to be able to continue to support her work in Nepal and to be part of her ministry around the 

globe.  For details, see Kay’s article across! 



April Birthdays 

1: Ann Dayton   2: Michael Laird    

5: Cathy Personius  17: Bailey Higgins-Eaton 

25: Dan Brewster  26: Kelsey Laird 

Curry Without Worry’s 

10th Anniversary! 
 

Join them this Saturday, April 14th from 5 

to 8pm at the Noe Valley Town Square for 

an evening of music, traditional dance, 

and vegan Nepalese food. Come and 

dance the night away to help them cele-

brate 10 years of feeding and nourishing 

our hungry brothers and sisters every 

Tuesday and Saturday. All are welcome! 

A VISIT FROM KATHERINE PARKER,  
UMC MISSIONARY TO NEPAL 

   

On Tuesday evening, March 26, Bethany was blessed with a visit from Katherine Parker. It was 
a very special evening. Many of you may know that Bethany offers support to Katherine for her 

work in Nepal. Our budget includes that support. Katherine is a spiritually gifted missionary 
serving her calling for 15 years. She has also served in Cambodia. There was an abundance of 
delicious food, and great conversation. You were missed! 
 

I would like to share an overview of the evening: 
It was a rich, loving, informative evening from beginning to end.  From the beginning it was ob-
vious that the Holy Spirit abides in Katherine.  Katherine loves her work and it shows. Katherine 

is a servant of the Lord!  I was touched as she related her story of serving. There was a slide 
presentation and an overview of Nepal. Her missionary work takes her to all parts of Nepal. 

Some of the areas of her work entails 
education, from children to families, 
health issues, family planning, birth-

ing, care for the handicap with aware-
ness, democracy, etc. The ministry in 

Nepal is made up of a team. We also 
heard of the challenges in Nepal. She 
identified transportation as the primary challenge because of poor roads/trails. Traveling is 

mostly done on animals but her preference is to walk rather than ride on the back of an animal. 
She spoke of climate change and the impact of climate change has been earlier and longer 

monsoon rains. She shared about sustainability and the practice of using trees...cutting back 
branches one third which allows for regrowth.   
 

Katherine will be a presenter at a Mission U event in Santa Rosa on August 3. I plan on attend-

ing and organizing a car pool. There are more components to this event than Katherine's 
presentation. I will have more information as the time nears but in the meantime mark your 
calendars if this is something you can do. Also, scholarship funds are available for this event.  If 

you know a young person/youth who would like to attend please let me know and I'll get the 
ball rolling and answer questions.   
 

Katherine presented Bethany with a gift, a beautiful piece of art executed in the Buddhist tradi-

tion. A Tangka which is a circular depiction of Buddha's life. Our Tangka is the artist's rendering 
of Christ's life. It is intricate and beautiful.  
 

Bethany gifted Katherine with a basket of "this 'n that"....soaps, lotion, a candle, candy,  scrip-

ture bookmarks, etc. It was nice to give her a little something from us. I told her, "she is with 
us ~ we are with her always ". I can't express how special the evening was for me. An added 

note, both her parents attended.   
Namaste, Kay Nemeth   



On March 17th Bethany was a packed house for Cristina Palabay, a 

human rights activists from the Philippines who was here in the United States on a speaking 

tour that took her across the country with stops in Chicago, New York, D.C., Pacific Northwest, 

San Francisco and L.A. Cristina shared about the increasing human rights violations under the 

current President Rodrigo Duterte. On Monday, Pastor Sadie, along with Cristina and other Bay 

Area activists and pastors visited the offices of Senator Harris and Speaker Pelosi to bring at-

tention to the fact that our U.S. tax dollars are being used to fund the human rights violations 

in the Philippines, and to push for defunding.   

When we hosted our rummage sale in January, one of our partners was the Or 

Shalom community. Today they brought Bethany the Mishloach Manot for Purim. Bethany is 

appreciative of building relationships amongst our interfaith siblings in San Francisco and looks 

forward to future collaboration. (Also Eli and Emerson enjoyed the treats a great deal and they 

were shared at a meeting Pastor Sadie hosted at the church this past week).  



SAN FRANCISCO YOUTH CHORUS  

ANAHEIM TOUR MARCH 28-31st 
 

For the first time since its inception, San Francisco 

Youth Chorus (SFYC) went on tour to Southern Cali-

fornia and participated in a music festival at Ana-

heim’s Disneyland and California Adventure Park! 

The WorldStrides Anaheim Heritage Festival fea-

tured mostly high school performing groups from all 

over the country, and I’m delighted to announce 

that SFYC won Outstanding Choral Group for earn-

ings the highest score among all choruses, and we 

also earned Gold, top honors, in the Middle School/

Jr. High division, ranking us in the 90th percentile 

nationally! 

I have been accompanying and assistant 

teaching with SFYC for about the last three 

years, and it is a joy and a blessing to con-

tinue watching this wonderful program grow 

and achieve new milestones. We have a 

huge concert coming up on Sunday, June 2, 

at 4:00 PM, and tickets are now available 

at:  

http://www.sanfranciscoyouthchorus.org/

concerts. Our concert theme is “Let Freedom 

SING!” and I hope you will join us for an af-

ternoon of inspiring and moving  

music! 



Crossroads brings you the news from Bethany United Methodist Church 

Contact Us 

If you have articles, photos or an-

nouncements that you would like to 

share with the Bethany community, 

please contact us! 

Bethany United  
Methodist Church 
1270 Sanchez St. 
San Francisco, CA  94114 
(415) 647-8393 

bethanysfoffice@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.bethanysf.org  

APRIL 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 Moldovan PS  
(PS hours: 8:30-5:30) 

Monday Medita-
tion 5-9p 

2 Moldovan PS  

Curry Without  

Worry 1-5 

Bethany Knits 7p 

3 Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha  

Meditation 7-9 

4 Moldovan PS  
Al-anon 7-9 

5 Moldovan PS  
 

6 

7 
Food Bank Collect 10a 
Worship 10:45am 
Fellowship 11:45am 
Al--anon speaker 
meeting 615-830p 

8 Moldovan PS  
Monday Medita-
tion 5-9p 
 

9 Moldovan PS  

Curry Without  

Worry 1-5 

10 Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha  

Meditation 7-9 

11 Moldovan PS 
Al-anon 7-9 

  

12 Moldovan PS  13 
SURJ Book 
Club 1-3p 

14 
Palm Sunday Worship 
10:45am 
Fellowship 11:45am 
Nurture/Outreach 12:30p 
ICHRP 2-4p 
Capiral Recital 4-5p 
Girl Scouts 4-6p 

15 Moldovan PS 
Monday Medita-
tion 5-9p 
SF CHRP 4:30-
10p 

16 Moldovan PS  
Curry Without  

Worry 1-5 

Bethany Knits 7p 

17 Moldovan PS 
SF Sangha  

Meditation 7-9 

  

18 Moldovan PS 
Al-anon 7-9 

Maundy Thursday 
Worship 7p 

19 Moldovan PS  
Good Friday Wor-
ship 7p 

20 

21 
Easter Worship 
10:45am 
Fellowship 11:45am 

22 Moldovan PS 
Monday Medita-
tion 5-9p 
  

23 Moldovan PS  
Curry Without  

Worry 1-5 

24 Moldovan PS 
SF Sangha  

Meditation 7-9 

25 Moldovan PS  
Al-anon 7-9 

26 Moldovan PS  
 

27 
 
 

28 
Worship 10:45am 
Fellowship 11:45am 

29 Moldovan PS 
Monday Medita-
tion 5-9p 

30 Moldovan PS  
Curry Without  

Worry 1-5 

Interfaith Conver-
sation 7:30p 

    

Please join us for Ray’s Recital  

Sunday, April 14 

TIME: 4:00-5:00 PM 

PROGRAM: Bach, Chopin, Rachmaninoff,  

others TBA.  

There will be a short reception to follow. 


