
Pastor’s Reflection 
 

During the month of February our sermon series will focus on our stained glass windows, 
and the stories represented within them. The trustees were the inspiration for this series 
because each our main windows is in need of restoration work. If you examine them 
closely you can see places where previous work was done haphazardly, where lines don't 

match, and where the general age of windows that are 
over 100 years old are showing. In the conversation 
about the windows we always talk about the ones we like 
and the ones we don't, and it occurred to me that maybe 
we should know more about what our windows are de-
picting and what sacred stories they're telling us.  
 

I love when a new person walks into our sanctuary be-
cause often they are struck by its beauty. The unique-
ness of being surrounded by windows, including over-
heard, the newness of the space, contrasted with the sa-
credness that our windows give us. Often when we get 
used to something, because we've been in it for so long, 
we stop seeing the beauty. We stop being wowed by the 
sacred, because the sacred has become the mundane for 
us.  
 

When I enter our sanctuary I see a space of sacredness 
and of endless possibilities for the ministry of Jesus 
Christ. I've seen the space used now for worship, wed-
dings, receptions, rummage sales, trainings, funerals, 
concerts, meditation, dancing, eating, singing, crying. 
Our sacred space surrounded by the stories of our tradi-
tion creates new sacred moments time and time again, 
and I hope we are always and 
constantly wowed by the ways 
God is at work in us and through 
us when we open our doors to 

the possibilities of what can be.  
 

When we allow ourselves to expand our notion of the sacred, we 
never stop looking for God in all things. This month we tell the 
stories of our windows, but for over a 100 years those windows 
have seen stories told and created in the sacredness and the 
name of Jesus Christ. May it continue to always be so.  
 

Amen.  
 

Sadie  
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Washington Visit 

 

Last month Rev. Caiti Hamilton of Park Presidio UMC and I were 

selected by our annual conferences Advocacy and Justice com-

mittee to attend the Young Clergy gathering of Church and Soci-

ety on Capital Hill in Washington D.C. During our 3 days we met 

with 50 other young UMC clergy from around the nation, heard 

from speakers, and heard about our Churches work and engage-

ment with social action in the world.  
 

We were then tasked with going to our states representative of-

fices and having a conversation about a bill currently before the 

House on background checks for all gun purchases in the U.S. 

Rev. Caiti and I met with staffers from Senator Harris, Feinstein, 

and Representative Pelosi's offices.  
 

We also dropped by the office of Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez to offer notes 

of encouragement from a couple of young clergy women to a young freshman repre-

sentative. As we approach our general conference it's sometimes easy to be cynical 

about the larger church, but being able to see our Church building on Capital Hill advo-

cating for good and justice with 50 of my colleagues was a reminder of the very best of 

the UMC. 



Save the Dates 
 

Wednesday, March 6th  
Lent Starts Wednesday March 6th; we will have an Ash Wednesday service that evening 

at 9pm. Pastor Sadie will also be at the church that morning from 8:30-9am for anyone 
who would like to receive the imposition of ashes to wear all day.  
 

Saturday, March 23rd  
All church Dreaming and Planning Session - Join us Saturday March 23rd from 10-3pm 
with lunch to plan our year and look ahead to the next 5. This is a chance to review last 

years’ work, and set our calendar and strategic planning for the year ahead. 
 

Tuesday, March 26th  
Dinner with our Missionary Katherine Parker - Bethany supports the Missionary work of 
Katherine Parker in Nepal. This spring she'll be visiting the states and the churches who 

support her work. Join us on the evening of Tuesday March 
26th at 6:30pm for dinner and a presentation and conver-
sation and hear about her ministry work in Nepal.  

Epiphany 

Chamber Music Concert on Feb. 2 

Baptism of Jesus 



Upcoming UMC General Conference 

 

By Steve Bauer  
 

The United Method Church is having a special General Conference February 23-26 to 
make decisions about how LBGTQ people will be accepted and involved in the life of 
the church. The conference was called at the last General Conference in 2016 to review 

options for how the church would move forward given the strong differences within the 
denomination. 
 

Because there are some deeply held beliefs on both sides of this issue, there is the real 

possibility that the meeting will result in additional schism and hurt and pain for those 
affected (LGTBQ people and their supporters). 
 

Bethany will be sending Pastor Sadie to the conference to witness and report back.  
 

To do our part to support Sadie, LGTBQ siblings, and their supporters, we are asking 
the Bethany congregation to participate and show support as they are able. We are 
making a couple of suggestions available as well. 
 

First, we will be having a special offering each Sunday until the conference ends which 
we will designate for the group Love Your Neighbor Coalition which does work to sup-
port LGBTQ Christians in the denomination. You can bring checks made out to Bethany 

and in the memo line designate “Love Your Neighbor” and we will forward them on to 
this great organization. These funds will be used to help support costs for LGBTQ folks 

to travel to the General Conference and other expenses that arise.  
 

Second, we encourage you to start a new routine of daily praying for the participants, 
that the Holy Spirit will shine through the process and protect those attending and af-

fected from spiritual and emotional harm. You can use your morning teeth brushing 
time as a new ritual to pray for those involved (especially Sadie’s involvement). 

SF Night Ministry  
Homeless Meal Prep 



Budget Update 
 

The charts below give a picture of our actual results for the Church Operating Budget in 

2018.  Due to your generosity, we modestly exceeded our expectations on donations by 

$7,000 and we were also underspent on expenses by $2,500 which resulted in a modest 

surplus for the year of $9,500. 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you for your commitment and financial support!  We re-

ceived $150,911 from the members of our community who pledge, and we received 

$14,089 from other donors. 
 

We paid the full amount of our tithe to the Annual Conference of $28,500 (which is 10% 

of our total Church donations and Rental Income from the building). 
 

And, we also gave $8,543 to charitable causes throughout 2018, including for victims of 

the California wild fires, with great donations over the Thanksgiving and Christmas holi-

days. 
 

Thank you to everyone for your continued financial support!  As we now enter 

2019, your continued support is critical for the operation of our church and our minis-

tries. 
 

Kind regards,  

Steve Wereb,  

Finance Chair 



Rummage Sale 

Thank you to everyone who assisted with our benefit rummage sale. It was a great com-

munity gathering of folks from Bethany, SURJ SF, and Or Shalom. All together we raised 

$1275 to directly aid immigrants who have been impacted by the Paradise Camp Fire and 

we received so much community support. Thanks to those who helped sort, price, set up, 

sell, clean up, and haul away. It was a great community effort.   



Contact Us 
If you have articles, photos or announcements that 

you would like to share, please contact us! 
 

Bethany United Methodist Church 

1270 Sanchez St. 

San Francisco, CA  94114 

(415) 647-8393 
 

bethanysfoffice@gmail.com 
 

Visit us on the web at www.bethanysf.org 

February Birthdays 

1: Bruce Pettit 

2: Dylan Kelemen 

8: Harold Spiva 

12: Queen 

 

Looking ahead to Lent and Easter 

Dates to remember: 

Ash Wednesday is March 6th  

Palm Sunday is April 14th  

Easter Sunday is April 21st  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  2  
Chamber Music  
3-430p 

3 
 

Food Bank Collection 
Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
 

4 Moldovan PS  
(PS hours: 8:30-5:30) 

Monday 

Meditation 5-9p 

5 Moldovan PS  

Curry Without  

Worry 1-5 

Chorum 6:30-10p 

Bethany Knits 7-830 

Gen. Convers 7-830 

6 Moldovan PS  

SF Sangha  

Meditation 7-9 

7 Moldovan PS  

Al-anon 7-9 

8 Moldovan PS 

  

9 

Great Books 9a
-430p 

10 
Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
Nurture/Outreach 
12:30-1:30p 
Girl Scouts 4-6p 
Concert 6-8p 

11 Moldovan PS 

Monday 

Meditation 5-9p 

  

12 Moldovan PS  

Curry Without  

Worry 1-5 

Chorum 6:30-10p 

 

 

13 Moldovan PS  

SF Sangha  

Meditation 7-9 

 

14 Moldovan PS 

Al-anon 7-9 

  

15 Moldovan PS  16 

Day of Medita-
tion 9a-5p 

17 Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
 

18 *Presidents’ 
day* 
Monday 

Meditation 5-9p 

 

19 Moldovan PS  
Curry Without  
Worry 1-5 
Chorum 6:30-10p 
Bethany Knits 7-830 

20 Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 
Meditation 7-9 
 

21 Moldovan PS  

Al-anon 7-9 
22 Moldovan PS  
 

 

23 

Day of Medita-
tion 9a-5p 

24Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
Girl Scouts 4-6p 

25 Moldovan PS  

Monday 

Meditation 5-9p 

26 Moldovan PS  
Curry Without  
Worry 1-5 
Chorum 6:30-10p 
 

27 Moldovan PS  

SF Sangha 
Meditation 7-9 
 

 

28 Moldovan PS  

Al-anon 7-9 
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