
Pastor’s Reflection 
 

As end 2018 and enter into another year of ministry together my heart is full of so much 
gratitude for the gift of being in ministry with all of you. Not only am I blessed to share 
in your lives and in worship, but also in laughter and fellowship and friendship. 
 

I am humbled by the generosity of this congregation and continue to be so thankful and 
grateful for the generous pastoral appreciation gift offered to me and my family at the 
end of October. It came at the most perfect time as we took our annual 3 day trip to 
Disney that next week. I also deeply appreciate the care and love you all have shown for 
Eli as we continue to navigate the ups and downs of living with a Chronic kidney condi-
tion and all that goes along with the side effects of the medication. 
 

We are a small but mighty church and we are able to do the outreach and the care that 
we do because of the energy and love and financial resources and donations that all of 
you make to this church. Thank you for the ways that you contribute to this community 
of faith. Thank you for your willingness to keep saying yes to God as we explore ways to 
engage with the immigration crisis in our country, thank you for saying yes to opening 

our church and hearts to community groups 
who are working to enact social change, 
thank you for helping to feed some of our 
unhoused in the city. I so look forward to 
what this new year will bring for our com-
munity of faith. 
 

I feel the Holy Spirit at work among us as 
we continue to pray and live into the minis-
try Jesus has called us to through his life 
and example. What 
a joy and a blessing 
it is to be your pas-
tor, to sing, laugh, 
serve, cry, struggle, 
pray, and grow with 
all of you each and 
every day. As we 
each continue in 
faith journey.  
 

In Christ's Love and 
Gratitude  
 

Pastor Sadie  
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Interfaith Refugee Welcome 

 

INTERFAITH REFUGEE WELCOME (IRW) has changed its name from “Interfaith Wel-

come” to include “Refugee”, thereby explaining more completely whom they serve. IRW 

has been able to help nonprofits provide life-saving and life-changing assistance to refu-

gees, both here in the Bay Area and on the ground in Greece and Turkey. In 2018 they 

supported the outstanding work of the International Rescue Committee, Jewish 

Family & Community Services-East Bay, and Sea of Solidarity through benefit 

concerts hosted by Zion Lutheran Church. This year, they are planning four more 

evenings of remarkable music. Bethany supports these organizations which assist refu-

gees through our attendance.  

 

Friday, February 8, will benefit Dirty Girls of Lesvos, a 

nonprofit that cleans and redistributes good-quality wet and 

dirty clothing discarded by the thousands of people who arrive 

on the Greek island’s beaches after fleeing war and terror. In 

2016 Dirty Girls founder Alison Terry-Evans was named 

a Global Thinker by Foreign Policy magazine for her pioneering 

undertaking, which has so far diverted 800 tons of material 

from landfill. Alison will attend the concert and share the story 

of Dirty Girls’ work in the refugee camps of Lesvos and on the 

mainland. The performers on February 8 will be acclaimed pia-

nist Sarah Cahill and virtuoso violinist Kate Stenberg, in con-

cert together. Suggested donation is $15 per person or $25 

per family. 

 

On Friday, May 3, the concert will benefit Sea of Solidarity, the all-volunteer nonprofit 

that helps refugees at landing sites in Greece and other locations there and in Turkey. 

Musicians to be announced. 

 

The co-chairs of Interfaith Refu-

gee Welcome are Bill Campbell 

(campbell@braunhagey.com) 

and Nicole Stahl 

(nzarostahl@gmail.com). If you 

would like to be an active partic-

ipant, join the group at their 

monthly second-Thursday meet-

ing on February 14, 12:30 to 

1:30, at Bill’s office at 351 Cal-

ifornia Street, 10th floor.   

 

Submitted by Marilyn Herand 

(mherand@sbcglobal.net) 

“IRW has been able 

to help nonprofits 

provide life-saving 

and life-changing as-

sistance to refugees, 

both here in the Bay 

Area and on the 

ground in Greece 

and Turkey." 

https://www.rescue.org/united-states/oakland-ca
https://jfcs-eastbay.org/
https://jfcs-eastbay.org/
http://www.seaofsolidarity.org/
https://dirtygirlsoflesvos.com/


2019 Reflection / A Note of Gratitude  
 
Dear Bethany Family: 

 
I can’t believe it’s 2019. Where did the time go? In spite of a tumultuous 2018 filled with 

tragedies and disappointments at home in the U.S. and around much of the rest of the 
world, I cannot deny that this year brought me much adventure, enlightenment, com-
fort, and—yes—even joy. It was possibly the busiest and most productive year I’ve had 

in my eight years living in the Bay Area: I meticulously planned and saved for a month-
long retreat to Ireland, I taught a rigorous Summer GATE schedule and expanded my 

role as an accompanist with San Francisco Youth Chorus, I began teaching piano lessons 
again after a nearly three-year-long hiatus, I began learning jazz and stride piano and 
performed in an immersive theater experience, The Speakeasy, from about July through 

December, and alongside all of this kept faithfully with my duties as your Music Director, 
trying my best to be involved in a church whose people and devotion to doing God’s 

great work have moved me since the beginning of my journey with you. 
 
Our “Year in Music” at Bethany was comprised of several notable concerts, such as per-

formances by Michael Bang, Natural Rhythms Trio (Terry Garthwaite, Becky Reardon, 
Elise Witt), Chorum vocal ensemble, John Speers and Jef Caers’ flute recital, a solo piano 

recital featuring yours truly… and many other memorable moments, like hearing Bethany 
Ensemble’s many renditions of powerful anthems, its collaborations with our various 
guest musicians who came to give of their gifts at worship on special days like Easter or 

Pride Sunday, or the surprising and beautiful display of “hidden” talents in the perfor-
mances from our congregation in the Lack of Talent Show! 

 
These moments, these memories, the sharing of all our musical gifts, are really what 

make my job at Bethany so unique. We have a chance to connect ourselves and others 
with the Divine through music and the pictures and emotions it has the power to paint. I 
am honored and grateful to be a part of it, and I plan to continue that work through this 

upcoming year. I’m already in talks with artists to plan concerts and other music events 
which will begin in February and I can’t wait to share these with you as the events draw 

closer! 
 
Finally, I want to just say a big, heartfelt THANK YOU to all of you, my friends and sup-

port in this crazy life I live in SF. It’s hardly ever easy to make a living as a musician in 
this place and time, and each of you has made it possible for me, through your love, en-

couragement, and generosity, to continue my work, and with earnest enthusiasm to 
keep looking for opportunities to share with you and our greater community my love of 
music and its incredible power. I 

am so grateful to work at Betha-
ny—being a part of our amazing 

church continues to change my 
life for the better! 
 

Cheers to 2019! 
 

Ray Capiral 



Parsonage Open House  

 

I hosted my 4th Parsonage open house and I could not do it without the help and sup-

port of Jeff and John, who provide all of the delicious food. Thank you, thank you, thank 

you. A huge thank you to everyone who joined us in our home. My family and I look for-

ward to welcoming all of you into our home each year, it really is a special time of gath-

ering as we enter into the holiday season.   

 
 

 

 



 

Thanks to Gloria and her 

network of artist friends we 

had another fabulous wor-
ship design for our Advent 
season. We are so blessed 

by the many talented people 

in our community.   



Christmas Eve at Bethany 



Rummage Sale for Fire Victims 
 

We are co-hosting a rummage sale with Or Shalom and SURJ SF to raise funds to 

specifically benefit immigrants impacted by the Paradise fires. We need your help in 

the following ways: 

1. Do you have nice items to donate to the rummage sale? Bring them to the 

church. 

2. Can you help us sort and price?  

3. Are you able to help us set up on the 25th? 

4. Can you work the sale on the 26th?  

5. Help spread the word, we need folks to shop! 

If you can help in any of the following ways please let Pastor Sadie know and also 

look for a sign up list in church for the next couple of Sundays.  

 



 
Lay Nominations for 2019 

 

On December 1st - 7 San Francisco UMC Churches came together for a join charge confer-
ence. Clergy compensation was approved and we give thanks and celebrate all those who 
serve on various church committees. If you are interested in serving on a church committee 

please talk to pastor Sadie.   
 
Covenant Council: 

 Chair: Stan Watson 
 Treasurer: Bruce Pettit   
 Secretary: Steve Wereb  

 
Representatives from: 
 Finance: Steve Wereb 

 SPRC: Jeff Friant 
 Trustees: TBD by Trustee Vote 
 Nurture: Shannon Horton 

 Outreach: Cathy Personius 
 Lay Member to AC: Bruce Pettit  
 

At Large Members: 
 Kay Nemeth  
 Gloria Soliz 

 Marilyn Herand  
 Ray Capiral* 
 

Trustees: TBD by Trustee Vote, Chair 
 
2019       2020        2021 
John Nelson      Bob Armstrong    Steve Bauer* 
Shirley Perkins     Rick Grube     Julie Freeman* 

Jeanette Givens     Reid Bond 
                    Michael Eaton             
 

Staff Parish Relations Committee: Jeff Friant, Chair 
 
2019        2020        2021 

Jeff Friant        Doug Hogin      Jerry Winneczek* 
Shannon Horton    Josh Webster 
          Gloria Soliz 

        
Lay Leadership & Nominations Committee: Rev. Sadie Stone, Chair  
 

2019        2020        2021 
Josh Webster     Kay Nemeth      Dona Malan* 
Gloria Soliz       Steve Wereb*     Shirley Perkins* 

Julie Freeman               Doug Hogin* 
      
Finance Committee: Steve Wereb, Chair 

 Treasurer: Bruce Pettit 
 Finance Secretary: Jerry Winniczek 
 Trustees Rep: TBD                 (continued next page) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1Curry Without  

Worry 1-5 

 

2 SF Sangha  

Meditation 7-9 

3 Al-anon 7-9 4  5 Showing up in 
Tijuana as an Ally 
6-8p 

6 
 

Food Bank Collection 
Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
Al-anon speaker 630-830 

7 Moldovan PS  
(PS hours: 8:30-5:30) 

 

8 Moldovan PS  

Curry Without  

Worry 1-5 

Chorum 6:30-10p 

Bethany Knits 7-830 

9 Moldovan PS  

SF Sangha  

Meditation 7-9 

10 Moldovan PS  

Al-anon 7-9 

11 Moldovan PS 

  

12 

 

13 
Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
Night Ministry Lunch-
making 12-1:30p 
 

14 Moldovan PS 

Monday 

Meditation Ori-
entation 5-9p 

  

15 Moldovan PS  

Curry Without  

Worry 1-5 

Chorum 6:30-10p 

Bethany Knits 7-830 

16 Moldovan PS  

SF Sangha  

Meditation 7-9 

 

17 Moldovan PS 

Al-anon 7-9 

  

18 Moldovan PS  19 

 

20 Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
 

21 *MLK Jr day* 
Office closed 
  
 

22 Moldovan PS  
Curry Without  
Worry 1-5 
Chorum 6:30-10p 
Bethany Knits 7-830 

23 Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 
Meditation 7-9 
 

24 Moldovan PS  

Al-anon 7-9 
25 Moldovan PS  
 

Fire Fundraiser 
Rummage Sale 
Setup (all day) 

26 

Fire Fundraiser 
Rummage Sale 
(all day) 

27 Worship 10:45  
Fellowship 11:45 
 

28 Moldovan PS  

Monday 

Meditation 5-9p 

29 Moldovan PS  
Curry Without  
Worry 1-5 
Chorum 6:30-10p 
Bethany Knits 7-830 

30 Moldovan PS  

SF Sangha 
Meditation 7-9 
 

 

31 Moldovan PS  

Al-anon 7-9 
  

 

 

 

JANUARY 2019 

 Church Council Chair: Stan Watson 
 SPRC Rep: TBD  

 Lay Member to AC: Bruce Pettit  
    At Large: TBD 
                    
      

Lay Members to Annual Conference: 
 Bruce Pettit 
Alternate Lay Members to Annual Conference: 

 TBD                   

       

Nurture: Shannon Horton, Chair 
Outreach: Cathy Personius, Chair  
Jeff Friant 

Kay Nemeth 
Julie Freeman 
Marilyn Herand 

Jeannette Givens 
Steve Wereb           

              

Worship: Pastor Sadie 
Gloria Soliz 

Ray Capiral 
Donna Calame 
Steve Bauer  

Jeff Friant 

Bruce Pettit 
 

*Indicates new this year 



December Activities 

Blue beanie: 

Heather  

Striped gradient baby 

blanket: Debby  



Youth Project 
 

Our kids and youth had their annual December lock-in and one of their projects was the 

creation of 20 fire bucket clean up kits for UMCORM for use in cleaning up in the Para-

dise Fires. We used our coin collection money to fund the project, so those weeks when 

you dump your pennies, dimes, and other loose change into the metal tin for our chil-

dren's offering for use in local mission, that money adds up to make a big impact. Thank 

you to Shannon and Reid for sleeping overnight at the church with the kids and for all 

those who contributed to our buckets. Donations, funds, driving the buckets to Los Al-

tos, and actually creating the buckets. Truly a church project.   



Contact Us 

If you have articles, photos or 

announcements that you would 

like to share with the Bethany 

community, please contact us! 

Bethany United  

Methodist Church 

1270 Sanchez St. 

San Francisco, CA  94114 

(415) 647-8393 

bethanysfoffice@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.bethanysf.org 

January Birthdays 

3: Jeanette Given 

7: Rick Grube 

9: Stan Watson 

21: Mattie Armstrong 

25: Laura Fischer 

25: Paulina Personius 

25: Elizabeth Pittman 

30: Ray Capiral 

30: Phoebe Creager-Horton 

Crossroads brings you the news from Bethany United Methodist Church 

 

Looking ahead to Lent and Easter 

Dates to remember: 

Ash Wednesday is March 6th  

Palm Sunday is April 14th  

Easter Sunday is April 21st  


