
Bethany United Methodist Church Newsletter November 2018 

 

Guided by God’s radical love for all, Bethany seeks to… Offer sanctuary, Inspire 

personal transformation, Foster a faith community, and Engage locally and  

globally for social justice. 

Reflection from Pastor Sadie 
This month I've been reading Grateful, the Transformative Power of Giving Thanks by Diana 

Butler Bass. She asks the question, "If gratitude is good, why is it so hard to do?" Many peo-

ple often take the month of November to offer daily gratitudes. A 30 day practice to com-

memorate thanksgiving a marked season and holiday we've dedicated to thankfulness. Rare-

ly, do folks continue with the practice beyond the 30 days, even though we know that grati-

tude isn't a holiday or a season, but instead something we are called to live into as disciples 

of Jesus Christ. Yet, it's hard. Our political climate right now is not particularly upbeat, the 

news is full of bad news, divisiveness and anger seem at an all time high. How do we find 

gratitude? How do we shift so that our whole being, and our life is centered in a grateful 

mindset instead one of negativity and despair?  
 

Part of this is returning to our methodist roots and a practice called "minding the day." John 

Wesley was known for his practice of daily prayer. Several times a day he devoted time to 

prayer. How would our lives shift if we incorporated prayers of thanksgiving throughout our 

day? By starting our prayers with a form of thanksgiving and thanks and ending each day the 

same way.  
 

I offer you a few examples to use as you get started in your new practice that I've taken 

from Diana Butler Bass's book: 
 

Waking up this morning, I see the blue sky 

I join my hands in thanks for the many wonders of life; 

for having twenty-four brand new hours. 

The sun is rising on the forest 

and so is my awareness. -Thich That Hahn 
 

I thank you God for this most amazing 

day: for the leaping greenly spirits of tweets 

and a blue true dream or sky; and for everything 

which is natural which is infinite which is yes. -e.e. Cummings 
 

Let us come into God's presence with thanksgiving;  

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  

-Psalm 95:1-2            (Continued)  
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I've also offered a simple calendar for November to help with the practice of daily gratitude. 

Like all things a life lived in gratitude comes through intentional prayer and practice. 
 

In Grace and Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor Sadie 



Crossroads brings you the news from Bethany United Methodist Church 

SF Joint Circuit Charge Conference 
 

Our San Francisco Joint Circuit Charge conference is Saturday December 1st at 

12:30pm at Temple United Methodist Church. There will be a taco bar to eat as 

we attend to the business of the church, which includes membership reports, 

trustee reports, nominations, and voting on the clergy compensation package, 

everyone in the congregation is encouraged to attend as we attend to these 

important matters and gather with the other Methodist Churches in the city.  

 

Stewardship Wrap-Up 
  

I hope you enjoyed our stewardship season “We Give Because we Love: Celebrating our 

Past, Present, and Future” as much as I did. I loved digging in and learning more about 

Grace and Epworth Methodist churches. The two churches that merged 50 years ago to 

create what we now call Bethany. I loved being able to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of 

Bethany Center, the housing community that now sits in the site of the former Grace 

church in the mission, and I always enjoy celebrating our 

ministry of our present, and dreaming about our future. 
  

I especially enjoyed our catered celebration luncheon and 

give so much thanks to Steve Wereb for setting all of that up. 

Each week at the end of service I offer my praise and thanks-

giving for all of you. For being the Bethany community and 

for all of the ways that you serve this church and this com-

munity. These aren’t just words that I say and this isn’t just 

part of my worship routine. I truly mean it when I say thank 

you. Thank you for serving on committees, assisting with 

worship, providing fellowship and volunteering, thank you for 

your support of this church in offering our building to a varie-

ty of ministries in our community. I 

know that it comes with challenges 

and frustrations. 
  

I view stewardship as a time for all of 

us to renew our covenant relationship 

with this church, one another and with 

God. An opportunity to be intentional about all the ways we are 

willing to serve in the year to come, including financially. Thank 

you to everyone who submitted their 2019 pledges your support 

allows us to continue to plan and provide fruitful ministry for the 

future. For those who haven’t yet turned in a pledge, I urge you 

to prayerfully do so. So we can continue to give and serve for 

many years to come.  

Jerry Brown Director of Beth-

any center joined us for wor-

ship in October to celebrate 

50 years of Bethany center 

ministry.  

The pastor and staff 

were celebrated and 

thanked during worship 

for their work and  

ministry.  



         A “New” Bethany Center 

 

On October 18, nearly 400 Bethany Center residents and guests celebrated the 50th An-

niversary and $23 million HUD renovation off that wonderful 

senior housing community at 21st and Capp Streets.  Built in 

1968, over 130 apartments have continuously provided shel-

ter and social support to culturally diverse low income sen-

iors in San Francisco. Then 

pastor of Epworth and 

Grace Methodist churches, 

Doctor Elmer Schmitt, en-

visioned merging those two 

congregations, tearing 

down Grace church to al-

low building of senior housing and merging both con-

gregations at our current location as Bethany UMC. 
 

In addition to the housing component, Bethany Center 

has always had a link to the arts. Ruth Asawa was be-

friended early on and provided a beautiful mosaic for 

the entrance to the building, retained in the renovation. Over the years, the Center has 

always had an active arts program to engage both its residents and the community in 

creative expression, contributing to quality of life for participants.  The arts program will 

continue in a totally new building - Ruth’s 

Table - adjacent to the housing. Additional-

ly, the second tallest 9 story mural in the 

city on the building was repainted and un-

veiled at the Celebration.  Lion dancers, a 

mariachi band and fabulous food was en-

joyed by all as they danced, reviewed his-

tory, visited and got their first look at the 

refurbished 

building. 
 

Our church 

should be justly proud of its heritage at this site.  Great 

plans are in store for the next 50 years at Bethany Center 

and Ruth’s Table. 



Winter Memories,  

Sunday, Dec. 9th, 4pm 
 

"Lose yourself in the joy of winter magic and en-

joy beautiful songs which celebrate the season! 

Founded in 2015, the San Francisco Youth 

Chorus showcases talented young sing-

ers  performing songs in a variety of musical 

styles, including Classical, Folk, Jazz and World 

Music. This varied holiday program will feature 

Britten's New Year Carol, and the famous Hodie 

Christus Natus Est, as well as traditional and con-

temporary holiday favorites, spirituals and ethnic 

pieces celebrating cultures from all over the 

globe. Winter Memories is a concert that is fun 

for the whole family, and will even include a spe-

cial treat after the concert. Come make some 

musical memories with the San Francisco Youth 

Chorus!” To purchase tickets or for more information:  

http://www.sanfranciscoyouthchorus.org/wintermemoriessfyc/  

 

 

 

The Speakeasy SF 
 

Step back in time and visit San Francisco’s historic North Beach district during prohibi-

tion! You’ll meet flappers, floozies, gangsters, and bootleggers during this “choose-your-

own-adventure” immersive theatrical experience. Enjoy handcrafted cocktails, play casi-

no games, or sit back and watch the chorus girls kick to their noses in our cabaret. It’s 

an extravagant evening full of spectacle and surprise. With multiple hidden rooms and 

secret passages to explore, as well as 35 characters to interact with, you’ll soon discover 

why The Bold Italic says, “The Speakeasy is everything I love about San Francisco.” 

Ray Capiral has been performing at the Speakeasy as Oscar Frost since July, and will be 

concluding his run with The Speakeasy SF on December 2nd. Show dates through De-

cember 2: Thursday, Friday, and Saturday: November 8, 9, 10; 15, 16, 17; Fri-

day and Saturday, November 23, 24; 29, 30. Sunday matinees (at 2:00 PM): No-

vember 25 and December 2. For inquiries please contact Ray at bethanysfmu-

sic@gmail.com. Promotional discounts / comp tickets are sometimes available! 

Ray Capiral participated in the Fall Concert with Cho-

rum at Bethany on October 28th. 

http://www.sanfranciscoyouthchorus.org/wintermemoriessfyc/


Natural Rhythms Trio 
Sunday, Nov. 11, 4pm, at Bethany!  

 

Everyone is encouraged to attend a special Sunday late afternoon 
concert. The Natural Rhythms Trio is made up of 3 women whose 
original music defies categorization and is always harmonious, time-

less and timely. Come hear: Terry Garthwaite – with a voice both 
sassy and touching, founder of 60’s rock group Joy of Cooking; 

Becky Reardon – composer/singer of songs that echo ancient places 
of delight and healing; Elise Witt – international musical ambassador 
lauded by Lincoln Center as a “honey-voiced songwriter who sings 

the world.“ Join us in the sanctuary on Sunday, November 11 at 4 
pm. Sliding scale: $20-60. You’ll be glad you came!  

 

Sunday Volunteers Needed 

One of my favorite parts of Sunday worship is the participation of people who play im-

portant roles each week. These folks volunteer their time and energy to create a special 
experience for the rest of us. And in return, I know that each volunteer really enjoys the 
opportunity to serve. We would love to have new volunteers join our team. Here's a 

short description of each role: 
 

• Greeter: Arrive at church a little bit early on Sunday to welcome regulars and newcom-
ers with a smile and a bulletin. For newcomers, it's especially important to make them 

feel welcome by explaining a few details about our worship and the church overall. 
• Liturgist: This is the person who joins Sadie in the leadership of the worship by reading 
scripture, collecting our prayers and lifting up our offerings. 

 Fellowship Time Hosts: Come a little early to get the coffee brewing and provide a few 
snacks to share during fellowship time. 

 

For each of these roles, you would be called upon to serve about every 8 weeks or so. If 

you're not sure that you want to make a longer term commitment, please try out one of 
this roles for a week. For more information, please contact the following people: 
 

Greeter: Marilyn Herand 

Lay Worship Leader: Pastor Sadie 

Fellowship Time: Shannon Horton, or Joan Harp and Laura Fischer  

To get scheduled for any of these roles: Jeff Friant 

Bethany was a trick-or-treat stop this 

year, with a 60s theme!! We had a 

great time meeting folks from the 

neighborhood. Thanks to Pastor Sadie, 

Reid, Eli, Emerson and Ray who 

helped.  



November Birthdays 
4: Marilyn Herand 

18: John Nelson 

Bethany Community Harvest Fest 
 

Sunday, November 18 from 1 to 4 pm  
(3 hours) 

 
*15 to 20 Vendor Tables ($20.00 per table)  

*Drop off on Saturday afternoon to be arranged 

*Music and Food will be available 

*Congregational help needed to set up after worship 

Contact person:  
Gloria Soliz at glosol@aol.com or 510.823.7198 

Seeking Treasures for the Harvest Festival 
Time to go through your "no-longer-used" treasures and donate them to Bethany.  The 

Bethany Harvest Festival is November 18th and we will have a treasure sale table - at 

least one, probably more.  You may drop your treasures at Bethany on Saturday, No-

vember 17th between 2-5 PM.  Kay and Marilyn will be on hand to receive them.  



   Budget Update 

The charts below give a picture of our Church Operat-

ing Budget for 2018. Thru October, total donations 

have been $130,600 and expenses have been $115,500.  Remaining donations for the 

year need to be $27,400 to meet our budget.    
 

Our remaining expenses will be higher than our expected remaining income, because we 

pay the remaining amount of our Tithe to the Annual Conference.  We’ve paid $10,000 to

-date and will need to pay another $17,000 before the end of the year to meet our Tithe 

commitment to the California-Nevada Conference of the UMC. 
 

We also completed our Stewardship Campaign for 2019 in the month of October.  If 

you would still like to pledge, please drop-off your pledge card at church, or, you can al-

so complete a pledge online here: 
 

https://bethanysf.breezechms.com/form/d2e623 
 

Thank you to everyone for your continued financial support!   

Kind regards, Steve Wereb, Finance Chair 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__bethanysf.breezechms.com_form_d2e623&d=DwMFaQ&c=qE8EibqjfXM-zBfebVhd4gtjNZbrDcrKYXvb1gt38s4&r=9R77iPCRNG21Q_2NZkbuLvwctY3SfHkn70BEzvT6QWA&m=LXnXn1hKQAYISu4-PRt32gJkqwCT3m56ChInOdn9BKU&s=wn5yurA76Hmngqzn_Ns1


On October 16th 9 folks from Bethany volunteered at 

the SF Food Bank!  



Lack of Talent Show 

 

On October 13th The Bethany Community came together for the 1st annual "Lack of Tal-

ent Show". While the title said "lack" there was nothing lacking during our evening to-

gether. So much joy and fellowship as we joined together for an evening of fun!    





Contact Us 
 

If you have articles, photos or 

announcements that you 
would like to share with the 

Bethany community, please 
contact us! 

 

Bethany United Methodist 
Church  

1270 Sanchez St.  
San Francisco, CA 94114 

(415) 647-8393 

bethanysfoffice@gmail.com 
 

Visit us on the web at 
www.bethanysf.org 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Moldovan PS  
(PS hours: 830a-530p) 
Firecracker Math 340-640p 
Al-anon 7-9p  

2 
Moldovan PS  
 
 

3 
Day of Meditation  
9a-5p 

4 
Food Bank Collect 10a 
Worship 1045a  
Fellowship 1145a 
GS Troop 4-6p 

5   
Moldovan PS  
 
 

6 
Moldovan PS  
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
Chorum 630-10 
 

7 
Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 7-9p 

8 
 Moldovan PS  
Firecracker Math 340-640p 
Al-anon 7-9p  
Oliveto Book Study 7-830p 

9 
Moldovan PS  
 

10 
 

11 
Worship 1045a  
Fellowship 1145a 
NM Lunchmaking 12-130p 
Natural Rhythm Trio Con-
cert  4-7p 

12  Veteran’s Day 
 

13 
Moldovan PS  
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
Chorum 630-10 
Bethany Knits 7-830p  

14 
Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 7-9p 

15 
Moldovan PS  
Firecracker Math 340-640p 
Al-anon 7-9p  
Oliveto Book Study 7-830p 

16 
Moldovan PS  
Moldovan 
Parent Ed 3-6p 

17 
SURJ 1-3p 
Philippine Report  
3-7p 
 

18 
Worship 1045a 
Fellowship 1145a 
Harvest Fair 1-4p 
Standup SF 2-4p 
GS Troop 4-6p 

19 
Moldovan PS  
 

20 
Moldovan PS  
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
Chorum 630-10 
 

21 
SF Sangha 7-9p 
 

22  Thanksgiving Day 
Church office closed 
Al-anon 7-9p  
 

23 
Church office 
closed 
 
 

24 
 
 

25 
Worship 1045a  
Fellowship 1145a 
 
 

26 
Moldovan PS 
 

27 
Moldovan PS  
Curry w/o Worry 1-5p 
Chorum 630-10 
Bethany Knits 7-830p  

28   
Moldovan PS  
SF Sangha 7-9p 

29 
Moldovan PS  
Firecracker Math 340-640p 
Al-anon 7-9p  

30 
Moldovan PS  

 

NOVEMBER 2018 

Many thanks to John 

who spent a morning 

at the church scrub-

bing our grill and 

stove. Our stove 

helps feed about 

16,000 meals in San 

Francisco each year! 

Just one of the many 

behind the scene ef-

forts of our hard 

worker church mem-

bers who help keep 

our church going!   

The church office will be 

closed on November 22nd 

and 23rd in observance of 

Thanksgiving. 


